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TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 
TALE IL 



CHAPTER I. 



-. The two retired 



To the -wilderness, hut 't was with arms. 

Paradise Regained. 

The burning sun of Syria had not yet attained 
its highest point in the horizon, when a knight 
of the Red-cross, who had left his distant north- 
em home, and joined the host of the crusa- 
ders in Palestine, was pacing slowly along the 
sandy deserts which lie in the vicinity of the 
Dead Sea, or, as it is called, the Lake Asphal- 
tites, where the waves of the Jordan pour 
themselves into an inland sea, from which 
there is no discharge of waters. 

The warlike pilgrim had toiled among cliffs 

VOL. III. " 1 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



1 TALES MF THE CRUSADERS. 

and precipices during the earlier part of the 
morning; more lately, issuing from those rocky 
and dangerous defiles, he had entered upon 
that great plain, where the accursed cities 
provoked, in ancient days,^ the direct and 
dreadful vengeance of tfifi^ Omnippt#nt, 

The toil, the thirst, the dangers of the way, 
were forgotten, as the traveller recalled the 
fearful catastrophe, which had converted into 
an arid and dismal wildern^s^ the fair and fertile 
valley of Siddim, once well watered, even as 
the Garden of t^a jLoyd, now gi parched and 
blighted waste, condemned to eternal steri- 

Crossing himself, as he viewed the dark mass 
of rolling waters, in colour as in quality unlike 
those of every other lake, the traveller shud- 
dered as he remembered, that beneath these 
sluggish waves lay the once proud cities of the 
plain, whose grave was dug by the thunder of 
the heavens, or the ^eruption of subtfsrr^^epps 
fire, and whose remains wpp bjd) ^ycn by 
that sea which h^^s no .liyjn^ fish, jnif^^bo^gpa, 
bears no skiff on ks sn^face^ ^nd^ 9S if i^§ own 
drpadful bed were jthe only fit xiecieptacle for 
its sullen waters, sepds pot, likepth^rl;^)^^^, 
a Itribute to the ocean. The w]iple l^d aro j:|nd, 
as in the days of Moses, was «brinistone anfl 
salt; it is not soyv^n, nor bearetb, nor^y gra^ 
groweth thereon ; » tbp land j|s vy.^U a^t^a l^l^ 
might be t^rmpd de.ad, as .ppdwfPJRg nojtbing 
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THE TALiaMAN. 3 

having resemblance to i^egetation, and even 
the very air vvas entirely devoid of its ordinary 
yrioged inhabitants^ deterred probably by the 
odoor of liitum^n and sulphur which the burn- 
ing sun exhaled .from the waters of the lake^ 
in steaming clouds, frequently assuming the 
appearance of water-spouts. Masses of the 
slimy and sulphureous substance called naph- 
tha, which floated idly on the sluggish and 
sullen waves, supplied those rolling clouds 
with new vapours, and seemed to give aw- 
fuj teistimony to the truth x^f the Mosaic his- 
tory. 

Upon this scene of desolation the sun shone 
with almo^ intolerable ^pl^ndour, and all liv- 
ing nattire^ppeared to have hidden itself from 
the rays, . eaccepiting the solitary figure which 
ipoved tbcough the flitting sapd at a foot's 
pace,, and appeared the sole breathing thing 
on the wide surface of the plain. The dress 
of t^i(B rider, and the accsoutreni^nts of his 
hors^, seemed chosen on purpose, as inost 
peculiarly luifil for the. t|iave^Ier in such a 
GQiintry. A cdat> of linked, mini, ^ith' long 
slei^ves^ pteted gauntlets, .and a steel breast- 
plfit^y bad not b^u esteemed a smfiicieBt 
wfiigbt of armour ; there was also his triangular 
sl^i^ld siii^pended rouqd his heck, and his bar- 
it^ hpjm^t of steel, over Y^h'idh flowed a hood 
£ipd.<i0lbr of mail, which was drawn around 
the warrior's shoulders and throat, and filled 
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4 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

up the vacancy between the hauberk and the 
head-piece. His lower limbs were sheathed, 
like his body, in flexible mail, securing the 
legs and thighs, while the feet vested in plated 
shoes, which corresponded with the gauntlets. 
A long, broad, straight-shaped, double-edged 
falchion, with a handle formed like a cross, 
corresponded with a stout poniard on the 
other side. Secured to his saddle with one 
end resting on his stirrup, the knight had his 
proper weapon, the long steel-headed lance, 
which, as he rode, projected backwards, and 
displayed its little pennoncelle, to dally with 
the faint breeze, or drop in the dead calm. To 
this cumbrous equipment must be added a sur- 
coat of embroidered cloth, much frayed and 
worn, which was thus far useful, that it exclud- 
ed the burning rays of the sun from the armour, 
which they would otherwise have rendered 
intolerable to the wearer. The surcoat bore, 
in several places, the arms of the owner, al- 
though much defaced. These seemed to be 
a couchant leopard, with the motto, « I sleep 
— ^wake me not. » An outline of the same device 
might have been traced on his shield, though 
many a blow had almost effaced the painting. 
7he flattop of his cumbrous cylindrical helmet 
was unadorned with any crest. In retaining 
their own unwieldy defensive armour, the 
northern crusaders seemed to set at defiance 
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THE TALISMAN. 5 

the nature of the climate and couDtry in which 
they were come to war. 

The accoutrements of the horse were scarce- 
ly less massive and unwieldy than those of the 
rider. The animal had a heavy saddle plated 
with steel, uniting in front with a species of 
breast-plate^ and behind with defensive ar- 
mour made to cover the loins.' Then there was 
» steel axe, or hanuner, called a mace-of-arms, 
and which hung, to the saddle-bow ; the reins 
were secured by chain-work, and the front-stall 
of the bridle was a steel plate, with apertures 
for the eyes and nostrils, having in the midst 
a short sharp pike, projecting from the fore- 
head of the horse like the horn of the fabulous 
unicorn. 

But habit had made the endurance of this 
load of panoply a second nature, both to the 
knight and his gallant charger. Numbers, 
indeed, of the western warriors who hurried 
to Palestine, died ere they became inured to 
the burning climate ; but there were others to 
whom that climate became innocent and even 
friendly, and among this fortunate number 
was the solitary horseman who now traversed 
the border of the Dead Sea. 

Nature, which cast his limbs in a mould of 
unconunon strength, fitted to wear his linked 
hauberk with as much ease as if the meshes 
had been formed of cobwebs, had endowed him 
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6 TALES OF THE GHUSADERS. 

with a constitution as strong as limbs^ and 
which bade defiance to ahnost all changes of 
climate, as well as to fatigue and privations 
of ail kinds. His disposition seetncfd, in some 
degree, to partake of the qualities of his bodily 
frame ; and as the one possessed great strength 
and endurance, united with the power of vio^ 
lent exertion, the other, under a cfalm and 
undisturbed semblance, had much of the fiery 
and enthusiastic love of glory which consti- 
tuted the principal' attribute of theredowned 
Norman line^ and had rendered them so- 
yiereigns in every comer of Europe, where 
they had drawn their adVentufOUS swofd&. 

It was not, however, 16 all the race that for- 
tune proposed such tempting rewards; and 
those obtained by the solitary knight during 
two years* campaign in Palestine, had been 
only temporal fame, and, as he was taught to 
believe, spiritual privileges. Meantime, his 
slender stock of money had melted away, the 
rather that he did not pursue any of the or- 
dinary modes by which the followers of the 
crusade Condescended to recruit theii^ dimi- 
nished resources, at the expense of the people of 
Palestine; he exacted no gifts from the wretch- 
ed natives for sparing their possessionsi: when 
engaged in warfare with the Saracetis, and he 
had not enjoyed an opportunity of enriching 
himself by the ransom of any prisoners of con- 
sequence. The small train which had followed 
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him from his native cotmtry had been gra- 
dually diminished, as the me^hd of maintaining 
them disappeared, and his only regaining 
sqaire was at present oh a sick-bed, and utiable 
to attend his masftei^, Who travelled, as tire have 
seen, singly aiM siione. This was ol? little con- 
sequence to the crQsader, who Was aecQstoraed 
to consider his good sword as his safest escort, 
and devoiit thoughfe aS his best companion. 

Nature hadi hovireiep, hei^ demands for re- 
freshment dnd' repose, even on the iron frame 
and patient dispositioti of the Knight of the 
Sleeping Leopard ; and at noon, When the Dead 
Sea laj at some distance on his right, he joy- 
fully hailed the sight of two or three palm-trees, 
which arose? beside thfe well which was assign- 
ed fob his mid-day station. His good horse, too, 
which had plodded fdtward with the Steady 
endurance of his master, now lifted his head, 
expanded hi^ nostrils, and quickened his pace, 
as if he snuffed afar off the living waters, which 
were to be the place of repose and refresh- 
ment. But labour and danger were doomed 
to intervene ere the horse or horseman reach- 
ed the desired spot. 

As the Knight of the Gouchant Leopard con- 
tinued to fix his eyes attentively on the yet 
distant cluster cff palm-trees, it seemed to him 
as if sorfre abject was moving amongst them 
and beside theiri. The distant form separated 
itself from' the trees, which partly hid its mo- 
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tions, and advanced towards the knight with a 
speed which soon showed a mounted horse- 
man, whom his turban, long spear, and green 
caftan floating in the win4» on his nearer ap- 
proach, showed to be a Saracen cavalier. « In 
the desert,)) saith an Eastern proverb, « no man 
meets a friend. » The crusader was totally 
indifferent whether the infidel, who now ap- 
proached on his gallant barb, as if borne on 
the wings of an eagle^ came as friend or foe — 
perhaps, as a vowed champion of the Cross, 
he might rather have preferred the latter. He 
disengaged his lance from his saddle, seized it 
with the right hand, placed it in rest with its 
point half elevated, gathered up the reins in 
the left^ waked his horse's mettle with the 
spur, and prepared to encounter the stranger 
with the calm self-confidence, belonging to the 
vie .or in many contests. 

The Saracen came on at the speedy gallop 
of an Arab horseman, managing his steed more 
by his limbs, and the inflexion of his body, 
than by any use of the reins, which hung loose 
in his left hand; so that he was enabled to 
wield the light round buckler of the skin of 
the rhinoceros, ornamented with silver loops, 
which he wore on his arm, swinging it a3 if 
be meant to oppose its slender circle to the 
formidable thrust of the western lance. His 
own long spear was not couched or levelled 
like that of his antagonist, but grasped by the 
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middle with his right hand, and brandished at 
arm's length above his bead. As the cavalier 
approached his enemy at full career^ he seem"* 
ed to expect that the Knight of the Leopard 
should put his horse to the gallop to encoun- 
ter him. But the Christian knight, well ac- 
quainted with the customs of Eastern warriors, 
did not mean to exhaust his good horse by any 
unnecessary exertion; and, on the contrary, 
made a dead fialt, confident that if his enemy 
advanced to th^ actual shock, his own weight, 
and that of his powerful charger, would give 
him sufficient advantage, without the addi- 
tional momentum of rapid motion^ Equally 
sensible said apprehensive of such a probable 
result, the Saracen cavalier, when he had ap- 
proached towards the Christian within twice 
the length of his lance, wheeled his steed to 
the left with inimitable dexterity, and rode 
twice around his antagonist, who, turning 
without quitting his ground, and presenting 
his front constantly to his enemy, frustrated 
his attempts to attack him on an unguarded 
point; so that the Saracen, wheeling his hprse, 
was fain to retreat to the distance of an hun«- 
dred yards. A second time,, like a hawk attack- 
ing a heron, the Moor renewed the charge, 
and a second time was fam to retreat without 
comings to a close struggle. A third time he 
approached in the same manner, when the 
Christian knight, desirous to terminate this 
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illusory warfare, in which he might at length 
have been worn out by the activity of his 
foeman, suddeoly seized the mace which hung 
at his saddk-bow, and, with a strong hknd and 
iinerrrng aim, hni'led^it against the head of the 
Kmir, for^such and not less his ^nemy appear- 
iHl. The Sara<:;en was just aware of the formi- 
dable missile in time to intei'pose hi» light 
buckler betwixt the m^cef and his head ; but the 
violence of the blow forced the OTckler down 
oti his turbaa, arid though that defence also 
contributed to dea&en its violence, the Saracea 
was beaten from his horre. Ere the Christian 
could avaii Wmself of this mishap, fiis nimble 
foeman sprung from the ground, and, calling 
on his horse, which instantly returned to his 
side,, he leaped into his seat without toiicfhlng 
the stirrup, and regained all the advantage of 
which the Knight^ of the Leopard hoped to 
deprive him. But the latter had in the mean 
while recovered his mace, and the Eastern ca- 
valier, who remembered the strength and dex- 
terity with which he had aimed it, seemed to 
keep ceintiously out of reach of that weapon, of 
which he had so lately felt the force; while he 
showed his purpose of waging a distant TVar- 
fare with missile weapons of his own. Planting 
his long spear in the sand at a distance frbm 
the scene of combat, he strung with gseat ad^ 
dress a short bow, which he carried at his 
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back, and putting bis horse to the gallop, once 
more described two or three circles of a wider 
extent than fonnerly, in the course of which 
he discharge six arrows at the Christian with 
such unerring skill, that the goodness of his 
harness alone saved him from being woiinded 
in as many places. The seventh shaft appa- 
rently found a less perfect part of the armour, 
and the Christian dropped heavily from his 
horse. But what was the surprise of the Sa- 
racen, when, dismounting to examine the con- 
dition of hi& prostrate enemy, he found him- 
self suddenly within the grasp of the Euro- 
pean, who had had recourse to this artifice to 
bring his enemy within his reach! Even in 
this deadly grapple, the Saracen was saved by 
his agiUty and presence of mind. He unloosed 
the sword-belt, in which the Knight of the 
Leopard had fixed his hold, and thus eluding 
his fatal grasp, mounted his horse, which 
seemed to watch his motions with the intelli- 
gence of a human being, and again rode off. 
But in the last encounter the Saracen had lost 
his sword and hia quiver of arrows, both of 
which were attached to the girdle, which he 
was obliged to abandon. He had also lost his 
turban in the struggle. These disadvantages 
seemed to inditiethe Moslem to a truce : he 
approached the Christian with his right hand 
extended, but no longer in a menacing atti- 
tude. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



12 TALES OF THE CRfSADER^. 

« There is iruce betwixt our nations, » he 
said, in the lingua franca commonly used 
for the purpose of communication with the 
crusaders; « wherefore should there be war 
betwixt thee and me? — Let there be peace 
betwixt us.» 

«I am well contented, » answered he of 
the Gouchant Leopard; abut what security 
doest thou offer that thou wilt observe the 
truce ?» 

« The word of a follower of the Prophet was . 
never broken,!) anwered the Emir. « It is thou, 
brave Nazarene, from whom I should demand 
security, did I not know that treason seldom 
dwells with courage. » 

Ther crusader felt, that the confidence of 
the Moslem made him ashamed of his own 
doubts. 

« By the cross of my sword, » he said, laying 
his hand on the weapon as he spoke, « [ will 
be true companion to thee, Saracen, while 
otir fortune wills that we remain in company 
together. » 

« By Mohammed, Prophet of God, and by 
Allah, God of the Propbet,» replied his late 
foeman, a there is not treachery in my heart 
towards thee. And now wend we to yonder 
fountain, for the hour of rest is at hand, and 
the stream had hardly touched my lip wbea I 
was called to battle by thy approach.* 
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The Knight of the Couchant Leopard yield- 
ed a ready and courteous assent; and the late 
foes, i^ithout an angry look or gesture of 
doubt, rode side by side to the little cluster of 
palm trees. 
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CHAPTER II. 

In companions 
That do Gonverse and waste .the time together, 
- Whose souls do bear an equal yoke of lo?e. 
There needs must be a like proportion 
Of lineaments, of manners, and of spirit. 

Shakspeare. 

Times of dan^r have always, and in a pecu- 
liar degree, iheir seasons of good-will and of 
security; and this was particularly so in the 
ancient feudal ages, in which, as the manners 
of the period had assigned war to be the chief 
and most worthy occupation of mankind, the 
intervals of peace, or rather of truce, were 
highly relished by those warriors to whom 
they were seldom granted, and endeared by 
the very circumstances which rendered them 
transitory. It was not worth while preserving 
any permanent enmity against a foe, whom a 
champion had fought with to-day, and might 
again stand in bloody opposition to upon the 
next morning. The time and situation afford- 
ed so much room for the ebullition of violent 
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pa,3S4on$, thpt m^D, unjess wbiCn pecQliaply op- 
pose to :each oth/er^ or piy)yQkfid by- the ve- 
coUectipQ of privsite and tndivicj^ial wrongs, 
cheerfully enjoyed iq^ea^^h others society the 
brief int^rv^s. of pacific intercouiise which a 
\yarUke life admitted. 

The xlistinQtiop of religions, nay, the fana- 
tical zeal which, animatad the followers of the 
Crosa agad of the Crescent against each other, 
was much ^fte$ij$d by a feeling so natural to 
gf3ner<H?fi^oml>^lai:)ts, and especially cbarisl^ed 
by the spirit of chivalry. This last strong 
i|Dp^lse,bad e^Jjended. itself gradually from 
the Christians . to their mortal enemies the 
§aracensy b^th of Spain and of Palestine. The 
latter w^e indeed no longer the fanatical 
savages, who had burst *from the centre of 
Arabian deserts, with the .sabre ;in. the one 
hand, pi)d ^be Koran in the other, ta itiflict 
de^biQi* tb#£iEiitb.^f Mohammed,. or^ at th^best, 
sjl^veryi arid tribute, upon: dl wbo dared to 
<}ppQ^ the b^li^f of.^ihe peophet of Mecca. 
Tl^ese ,^lt^rAa(i¥e^ indeed bad been ofiFeoed to 
t}^e i|ni|^.9rl^ Gre^s.ai^d Syrians; hvtin con- 
tei^diQg wi^lK^^elwesteri^ Clbristians, animated 
by a.^9l9^.%^ya9 their own,. and possessed 
of as qncpnquerable cauvage, addpess^, and 
success in ar.<i)9) the Saracens gradually.caugbt 
apart pfcbipir .maimers, andr especially of those 
cbivalrpus. c4)9eryances, which were so well 
calculated to chfirm the minds of a proud and 
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conquering people. They had their tourna- 
ments and games of chivalry; they had even 
their knights, or some rank analogous; and, 
above all, the Saracens observed their plight- 
ed faith with an accuracy which might some- 
times put to shame those who owned a better 
religion. Their truces, whether national or 
betwixt individuals, were faithfully observed ; 
and thus it was, that war, in itself perhaps the 
greatest of evils, yet gave occasion for display 
of good faith, generosity, clemency, and even 
kindly affections, which less frequently occur 
in more tranquil periods, where the passions 
of men, experiencing wrongs or entertaining 
quarrels which cannot be brought to instant 
decision, are apt to smoulder for a length of 
time in the bosoms of those who are so unhap- 
py as to be their pr^y. 

It was under the influeiftie of these milder 
feelings, which soften the horrors of warfare, 
that the Christian and Saracen, who had so 
lately done their best for each other's mutual 
destruction, rode at a slow pace towards the 
fountain of palm trees, to which' the Knight of 
the Gouchant Leopard had been tending, 
when interrupted in mid passage by his fleet 
and dangerous adversary. Each was wrapt 
for some time in his own reflections, and took 
br^tth after an encounter which had threaten- 
ed to be fiatal to one or both; and their good 
horses seemed no less to enjoy the interval of 
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repose. That of the Saracen, however, though 
he had been forced into much the more violent 
and extended sphere of motion, appeared to 
ha-ve suffered less from fatigue than the char- 
ger of the European knight. The sweat hung 
stili clammy on the limbs of the last, when 
those of the noble Arab were completely dried 
by the interval of tranquil exercise, aM saving 
the foam flakes which were still visible oh his 
bridle and housings. The loose soil on which 
he trod so. much augmented the distress of the 
Christian's horse, heavily loaded by his own 
armour and the weight of his rider, that the 
latt^ jumped from his saddle, and led his 
charger along the deep dust of the loamy soil, 
which was burned in the sun into a substance 
more impalpable than the finest sand, and thus 
gave the faithful hcyrse refreshment at the ex- 
pense of his l^n tdditional toil ; for, iron- 
sheathed as he was, he sunk over the mailed 
shoes at every step which he placed on a sur- 
face so light and unresisting. 

« You are right, » said the Saracen; and it was 
the first word that either h^d spoken sincie 
their truce was concluded, — -«your strong 
horse 'des^erves your care ; but what do you in 
the desert widi an animal. Which sinks over 
the fedbck at evfery step, ad if he would plant 
each foot deep as the root of a date tfee?>i 

« Thou spedcest rightly, Sarticen,» said the 
Christian knight, not delighted in the tone with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



l8 TALES or THE GAUSADEHS. 

which the infidel criticised his favourite horse, 
— a rightly, according lo thy knowledge and 
observation. But my good horse hath ere now 
home me, in mine own land, over as wide a 
lake as thou seest yonder spread out behind us, 
yet not wet one hair above his hoof.» 

The Saracen looked at him with as mach 
surprise as his manners permitted him to testi- 
fy, which was only expressed by a slight ap- 
proach to a disdainful smile, that hardly curled 
perceptibly the broad thick mustadie which 
enveloped his upper lip. , . 

ft It is justly spoken, » he said, instantly com- 
posing himself to his usual serene gravity, — 
« list to a Frank, and hear a fable. » 

a Thou art not courteous, misbeliever, » re- 
plied the crusader, « to doubt the word of a 
dubbed knight; and were it not that thou 
speakest in ignorance, aiid ndlf in malice, our 
truce had its ending ere it is well begun. 
Thinkest thou I tell thee an untruth, when I 
say that I, one of five hundred horsemen, arm- 
ed in complete mail, have ridden— ay, and 
ridden for miles, upon water as solid as the 
crystal, and ten time^ less brittle ?»^ 

« What would'st thou tell me?» answered the 
Moslem ; « yonder inland sea thou dost point 
at is peculiar in this, that, by the especial curse 
of God, it suffereth nothing to sink in its waves, 
but wafts (hem away, and casts them^ on its 
margin; but neither the Dead Sea, nor any of 
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the seven oceans which environ the earth, will 
endure on their surface the pressure of a 
horse's foot, more than the Red Sea endured to 
sustain th^ advance of Pharaoh and his host.» 

« You speak truth after your knowledge, Sa- 
racen,)* said the Christian knight; and yet, 
trust me, I fable not according to mine. Heat 
converts this soil into something almost as un- 
stable as water ; and in my land cold often con- 
verts the water itself into a substance as hard 
as rock. Let us speak of this no longer; for 
the thoughts of the calm, clear, blue refulgence 
of a winter's lake, glimmering to stars and 
moonbeam, aggravate the horrors of this fiery 
desert where, methinks, the very a,ir which we 
breathe is like the vapour of a fiery furnace 
seven times heated. » 

The Saracen looked on him with some at- 
tention, as if to discover in what sense he was 
to understand words which, to him, must 
have appeared eith^ to contain something of 
mystery or of imposition. At length he seem- 
ed determined in what manner to receive the 
language of his new companion. 

it You are,» he said, « of a nation that loves 
to laugh, and you make sport with yourselves, 
and with others, by telling what is impossible, 
and repoi*ting what never chanced. Thou art 
one of the knights of France, who hold it for 
glee and pastime to gab^, as they term it, of 

*■ Gaber. This French ^-ord signified a sort of sport mtuh 
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exploits that are beyond human power. I were 
wrong to challenge, for the time, the privilege 
of thy speech, since boasting is more natural to 
thee than truth. » 

« I am not of their land, neither of theii* fa- 
shion, » said the Knight, « which is, as thoa 
well sayest, to gab of that which they dare not 
undertake, or undertaking cannot perfect. 
But in this I have imitated their folly, brave 
Saracen, that jn speaking to thee df what thou 
can'st not comprehend,,! have, even in speaking 
most simple truth, fully incurred the character 
of a braggart ih thy eyes ; so, I pray you, let my 
words pass. » 

They were now arrived at the knot of palm 
trees, and the fountain which welled out fron*^ 
beneath their shade in sparkling profusion. 

We have spoken of a moment of truce in the 
midst of war; and this, a spot of beauty in the 
midst of a sterile desert, was scarce less dear to 
the imagination. It wq^ a scene which, per- 
haps, would elsewhere have deserved little 
notice ; but as the single speck, in a boundless 
horizon, which proraigjed the refreshment of 
shade and living water, these bleissiiigs, held 
cheap where they are common, rendered the 
fountain ahd its neighbourhood a little para- 
dise. Some generous or charitable hand, ere 
yet the evil days of Palestine began, had walled 

Qied among the French chivalry, which consisted in vying vitb 
each oiher in making the most romwntic gasconades. 
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in and arched over the fountain, to preserve 
it from being absorbed in the earth, or choked 
by the flitting clouds of dust with which the 
least breath of wind covered the desert. The 
arch was now broken, and partly ruinous ; but 
it still so far projected over, and covered in the 
fountain, that it excluded the sun in a great 
measure from its waters, which, hardly touch- 
ed by a straggling beam, while aU around was 
blazing, lay in a steady repose, alike delightful 
to the eye and the imagination. Stealing from 
under the arch, they were first received in a 
marble basin, much defaced indeed, but still 
eheering^the eye, by shewing that the place was 
anciently considered as a station, that the hand 
of man had been there, and that man's accom- 
modation had been in some measure attended 
to. The thirsty and weary traveller was re- 
minded by these signs, that others had suffered 
similar difficulties, reposed in the same spot, 
and, doubtless, found their way iti safety to a 
more fertile country. Again, the little scarce 
visible current which escaped from the basin 
served to nourish the few trees which sur- 
rounded the fountain, and where it sunk into 
the ground and disappeared, its refreshing pre- 
sence was acknowledged by a carpet of-velvet 
verdure. 

In this delightful spot the two warriors halt- 
ed, and each, after his own fashion, proceeded 
to relieve his horse from saddle, bit, and rein,. 
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aDd permitted the animals to drink at the 
basin, ere they refreshed themselves from the 
fountain head, which arose under the i^ult. 
They then suffered the steeds to go loose, 
confident that their interest,, as well as their 
domesticated habits, would^ preyent their 
straying from the pure water and fresh grass. 

Christian and Saracen next sat down to- 
gether on the turf, and produced each the small 
allowance of store which they carried for their 
own refreshment. Yet, ere they severally pro- 
ceeded to their scanty meal, they eyed each 
other with that curiosity which the closi^ and 
doubtful conflict in which they had been so 
lately engaged was calculated to inspire. Each 
was desirous to measure the strength, and 
form son^ estimate of the character, of an 
adversary so formidable; and each was com- 
pelled to acknowledge, that had he fallen in 
the conflict, it had been by a noble hand. - 

The champions formed a striking contrast to 
each other in person and features,, and might 
have formed no inaccurate representatives of 
their different nations. The Frank seemed a 
powerful man, built after the ancient Gothic 
cast of form, with brown hair, .which, on the 
removal of his helmet, was seen to curl thick 
and profusely over his head. His features had 
acquired, from the hot climate, a hue much 
darker than those parts of his neck which were 
less frequently exposed to view, or than was 
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warranted by his full and well opened blue 
eye^ the colour of his hair, and of the mus* 
taches which thickly shaded his upper lip, 
while his chin was carefully divested of beard, 
after the Norman fashion. His nose was 
Grecian and well formed; his mouth a little 
large in proportion, but filled with well-set, 
strong, and beautifully white teeth; his head 
small, and set upon the neck with much grace. 
His age could not exceed thirty,, but if the 
effects of toil and clin(iate were allowed for, 
might be three or four years under that period. 
His form was tall, powerful, andathletic, like 
that of a man whose strength might, in latter 
life, become unwieldy, but which was hi- 
therto united with lightness and activity.. His 
bands, when he withdrew the mailed gloves, 
were long, fair, and well-proportioned; the 
wrist-bones peculiarly large and strong; and 
the arms themselves remarkably well-shaped 
and brawny. A military hardihood, and care- 
less frankness of expression, characterized his 
language and his motions ; and his voice had 
the tone of one more accustomed to command 
than to obey, and who was in the habit of 
expressing his sentiments aloud and boldly, 
wherever he was called upon to announce 
them. 

The Saracen Emir formed a marked and 
striking contrast with the western crusader. 
His stature was indeed above the niiddle siz.«> 
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but he wasat least three inches shorterthan the 
European, whose size approached the gigantic. 
His slender limbs, and long spare hands and 
armsv though well proportioned to his person, 
and suited to the^tyle of his countenance^ did 
not at first tispect promise the display of vigour 
and elasticity which the Emir had lately exhibit- 
ed. But on looking more closely, his limbs, 
where exposed to ^ew, seemed divested of all 
that was fleshy or cumbersome ; sothat nothing 
being left but bone, brawn and sinew, it was a 
frame fitted for exertionand fatigue, farbeyotid 
that of a bulky champion, whose strength and 
size are counterbalanced by weight, and who is 
exhausted by his own exertions. The coun- 
tenance of the Saracen naturally bore a general 
national resemblance to the eastern tribe 
from whom he descended, and was as unlike 
als possible to the exaggerated terms in which 
the minstrels of the day were wont to represent 
the infidel champions, and the fabulous de- 
scription which a sister art still presents upon 
sign-iposts. His features were smaU, well 
formed, and delicate', though deeply embrown- 
ed by the eastern sun, and terminated by a 
flowing and curled black beard, which seemed 
trimmed with peculiar care. The nose was 
straight and regular, the eyes teen, deep set, 
bbck, and glowing, and his teeth equaUed in 
beauty th^ ivory of his deserts. The person 
and proportions of the Saracen, in short,. 
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Stretched on die turf near to his powerful 
antagonist, might h^re been compared to his 
sheeny and crescent-formed sabre, with its 
oarrow and light, hot bright and keen Damascus 
blade, contrasted with the long and ponderons 
Gothic war-sword which was flung unbuckled 
on the same sod.' The Emir was in the very 
flower of his age, and might perhaps have been 
termed eminently beautiful, but forthe narrow- 
ness of his forehead, and something of too 
much thinness and sharpness of feature, or at 
least what seemed such in an European estimate 
of beauty. 

The manners of the Eastern warrior were 
grave, -graceful^ and decorous; indicating, 
howjev^r, in some . particulars, the habitual 
restraint which. Men of warm and choleric 
tempers often set as a guard upon their na* . 
tiveimpetuosity of disposition, and at the same 
time a sense of his own dignity^ which seemed 
to impose a certain formality of behaviour in 
him who entertamed it. 

This haughty feeling of superiority was 
perhaps equally entertained by his new Euro- 
pean acquaintance, but the effect was different; 
and the same feeling, which dictfited to the 
Christian knight a bold, blunt, and somewhat 
careless bearing, as one too conscious of his own 
importance to be anxious about the opinions of 
others, appeared to prescribe to the Saracen a 
style of courtesy more studiously and formally 

TOL. III. a 
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obs^vant t)Ccarep[iODy. Bofth were courteous ; 
but tbe courtesy of the CSirktian seenled to 
flow rather from a good4Miinoured sense of 
wbat w«s due' to btfaersj that of the Moeleas, 
from a high feeling of wluit wairco be expected 
from himself. 

The provision ivhtch each had made for bis 
refreshment- was simple, but the meal of the 
Saracen was abstemioasL A handful of dates, 
aikl a morsel of coarse barley^bread, sufficed to 
relieve the hunger of the latter, whose ediica-p 
tion had habituated him to the fiure of the 
desert, although, since their Syrian con<{ttests, 
tbe Arabian simplicity of life freqaendy. gave 
place to tbe most unbounded profedion of 
luxury* A few dcaugbts from^the lovely foua- 
taifi by which they repoaed, completed fais 
me^I . That of tbe Qiristian, though coarse^ was 
more genial. -Dried hog's flesh, the abomina.- 
tioa.of tbe Moslemah, was the chief part of his 
repast; and his drink, derived from a kadiero 
bottle, contained something better than pufie 
demeiit* . He fed with more display of appetite, 
$md drank with more af^twrance of satiiliie* 
ttoo, than the Bamoen jad|;ed k becoming to 
shew in the perCormonce of aiMre bodily func- 
tion', aod^ doubtless, the Mcnet contempt ynimh 
each enteruiiied for the oitbef, as the toli^nvw 
of a false reUgion, was <:oi»$iderabJ:y inefieasmi 
by tbe marked dilfiaren^ of their diet ft»d 
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matto^rs.. But efioh had f^uad die weiglit of 
his opponent's arixii and the mutual respect 
which the bold struggle had created, was 
safficient tp subdue other and inferior con- 
sideratioQS. Tet the S9raiQeQ could i^Qt help 
remarkiiiig th^ 4|ircuinstaoces vfbith dispL^sed 
him in the Christian's conduct dndmwiners^ 
and, after he had witpes^d for some time in 
silence the keeu appetite which protracted the 
l^Qight's hwquet long after his own was con* 
eluded, he thus addressed him:-* 

« Valiant Qfsizara&e, i^ it fitting that one who 

can fight like a m^ii should feed like a dog or a 

' wolf? ^ven a misbelieving Jew would shud'* 

der at the food which you eat, as if it were fruit 

trom the tre^^ of Fai^dise. » 

« VaUmxt Saracen, )» aiMwered the Christian, 
looking op widi some surprise 'at the liecusa*- 
tion Aus UAejcp^pt^dly brongbt, « know, thou 
thfit% I fBx^cise my Chri^lian freedom, in using 
th«| whidti isforkiddentothe Jews, being, as 
they i^p^w^ ibcun&elves^ under the bondage of 
the old Ie^W.oI Moi^s« < We, Saracen, be it 
kuQ^jQi tp ib^^f have^ better warrant fi^r what 
we do — Ave Maria !•— be we thankful, » .AB4i 
as if i^ <d6fiaiN?^ ^f hi^ compaiiiion's soriiples, 
he igonclud^d^^mlt liatiii gi^oe wi^ a long 
di9J9(h(il^Jti)ni 1^ li^tbe^n h€M:le. 

flD^ati MhOj ^P^CbUa psart of^onr ^bertefyk 
said th« SpatmWf ^wA as ye«t feed Mke "die 
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brutes, so you degrade yourself to the bestial 
cotiditiOu, by drinking wbat even tbey re- 
fuse!» 

« Know, foolish Saracen, » replied tbe Gbris* 
tian, witboutbesitation, « thattbou blaspbemest 
tbe gifts of Gody even witb tbe blasphemy 
of cby father Isbmael. The juice of the grape 
is given to him that vrill lise it wisely, as that 
vrhicb cheers the heart of man after toil, re« 
freshes him in sickness, and comfoirts^bim in 
sorrow. He who so enjoyeth it may thank 
God for bis wine^cup as for bis dkily bread ; 
and be who abusetb the gift of Heaven, is not 
a greater fool in his intoxication than tbou in 
thine abstinence.* 

The keen eye of the Saracen kindled at this 
sarcasm, and bis band sought the hilt of bis 
poniard. It wHS but a momentary thought, 
however, and died away in the recollection of 
the powerful champion witb whom fae bad to 
deal, and the desperate grapplcj; tbe impression 
of which still throbbed in his limbs and Veins; 
and be contented himself witb pursuing tbe 
contest in words, as more coilvenient for tbe 
time. 

« Thy words, » be said, « ONarazente, might 
create anger, did not thy ignorance raise com- 
. passion. Sees^ thou not, O tbbii more blind 
than any who asks alms at the dOor of tbe 
Moeque, that tbe liberty thoii dost boast of is 
restrained even in that which is dearest to 
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man^s liappmess, and to his booaehold; and 
that thy law, if thou dost practise it, binds thee 
in marriage to one singles mate, be she sick or 
healthy, be she fruitful or barren, bring she 
comfort and joy, or clamour and strife^ to thy 
table and to thy bed? This^ Na^arene, I do in* 
deed call -slavery ;. whereas, to the faithful, 
hath the Prophet assigned upon earth the pa* 
triarcbal privileges of Abraham, our fedier, and 
of Solomon, the wisest of mankind, having 
given, us here a. succession of beauty at our 
pleasure,' and beyond the grave the black- 
eyed houris of Paradise, » . 

a Now, by His .name that I most reverence 
in heaven, » said the Christian, « and by hers 
whom I most worship on earth, thou art but a 
blinded and a bewildered infidel! — ^Tbat dia- 
mond signet, which thou wearest on thy fin- 
ger, thou boldest it, doubtless, as of inestima- 
ble value?» 

«. Balsora and Bagdad d^nnot shew the like, » 
replied the Saracen; « but what avails it to our 
purposed. 

:« Much^^ replied, the Frank, « as thou shalt 
thyself confess* Take my war-a^e, and da^h 
the stone, into twenty shivers ;— would each 
ft^gment be as valuable as the original gem, or 
would they, all collected, bear the tenjth part 
of its estimation?)! 

A That IS. a child's question,* answered the 
Saracen 9 « the fragments of such a stone would 
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not equal the entire jewel in the degree of 
hundre<)s tdone.if . ^ 

« Saracen,* replied the Christian warrior, 
« the loTe which a trne knight binds on one 
only, fair and feithfal, is the gem entire; the 
flffecftion thou flingest among thy enslaved 
wiyes, and h^If-wedded slaves, is worthless, 
comparatiTely, as the sparkling shirers. » 

« Now, hy the Holy Caaba, » said the Emir, 
« thou art a madman,, who hugs his chain of 
iron as if it were of goM 1 Look more closely. 
This ring of mine would lose half its beauty 
were not the signet encircled and enchased 
with these lesser Inriilistnts, which grace it and 
set it off. The central diamond is man, firm 
and entire, his Value depending on himself 
alone; and this circle of lesser jewels ai^e wo* 
men, borrowing his lustre, which he deals out 
to them as best suits his pleasure or his con- 
venience. Take the central stond from the 
signet, and the diamond itself remains aS va* 
luable as ever^ while the lesser gems are com- 
paratively of little value. And this is the true 
reading of thy parable; for, wh^t sayeth the 
poet Manseur : * It is the Aivour of man v^hicfa 
giveth beauty and comeliness to woman, as 
the stream glitters no lohger when the sun 
ceasedi to shine.'w 

« Saracen, » replied the Crusadei*,. « thou 
speakest like one who never saw a woman 
worthy the affection of a soldier. Believe me, 
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could'stwthou look upon those oE Earopey to 
whoib^ after HeaV en^ 'we.of tke order of kiiigfat- 
hood vow feaky and doTOtioii^ tkoii wo^ld'ct 
loathe for ever the. poor sent ual slaves Who 
form thy horani: The beamy of our fati^ ones 
giYes point to onr. ipeats, and edge to oar 
SMiords; thefr ivoijdsrare o^or law; tfnd €ks soon 
will a lamp shed lustre when udkiadied, at a 
knight distinguish himself fay feats of arms, 
having no inistress of his affection. » 

« I have, heard of this frenty among the 
warriors, of the west,» said the Emir^ «aad 
have ever accounted it one of the accompa- 
nying symptoms of that insanity, which hrings 
you hither to obtain possession of. an empty 
sepulchre. But yet, mediinks, so highly have 
th^ Franks whom I hare met with extolled 
the beauty of their women^ Lcoidd be well 
contented to behold with mine own eyes those 
chai:ms, which can transform such brave war- 
riors into the tools of their pleasitre. n 

« Brave Saracen, i» siUd the Knight, aif I 
were not on a pilgrimage to the Hdly Sepul- 
chre, it should be my pride to conduct you, 
on assurance of safety^ to the camp of Richard 
of England^ than whom none knbws better how 
to do^ honoMr to a noble foe ; and though I be 
poor and unattended, yet have I interest to 
secure for thee, or any such as thou seemest, 
not saffety only, but respect and esteem. 
There should'st thou sec several of the fairest 
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beauties of France and firitaixx* form a small 
circle, the brilliancy of whicb exceeds ten- 
thousand^f old the lustre of mines of diamonds 
such as diine. 9 . . - > 

«Now, by the comeF-*sto^e of the Caaba (» 
said the Saracen, «1 wU accept thy invitation 
as freely, as it is given, if thou tvilt postpone 
thy. present intent; and, credit nie, brave 
Nazarene, it were better for thyself to turn 
back thy horse's head towands the camp of 
thy people, for, to travel towards Jerusalem 
without a passport, is but a wilful ^ca^ting 
away of thy life. » • 

ft I have a pass, v answered the Knight, pro- 
ducing a parchment, « under Saladine's hand 
and signet.* 

The Saracen bent his head to the dust as 
he recognized the seal and hand-writing of 
the renowned Soldan of Egypt and Syria ; and 
having kissed the paper widn profound respect, 
he pressed it to his forehead^ dien returned 
it to the Christian, -saying, « Rash Frank, thou 
hast -sinned against thine own blood and mine, 
for not' shewing this, to me when we met. » 

« You came' with levdlled spear, » said the 
Kni.ght^ «had si troop of Saracens so assail- 
ed me, it might have stood with my honour 
to have -shewn the Soldan sr pass, but never to 
one man. » . . . 

.« And yet one man^» said the Saracen, 
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bdughtily, «was enough to interrupt your 
journey. » 

« True, braye Moslem, v replied the Chris- 
tian;, ffhut there dre few such as thou art. 
'Sach Falcons fly not in flocks, 6r^ if they do, 
they pounce not in numbers upon one. » 

(•Thou doe$t us* but justice, v said the Sara- 
cen, evidently gratified by the compliment^ 
as he had been touched by the implied scorn 
of the European's previousr boast; from us 
thou should'st have had no wrong; but welt 
was it for me that I failed to slay tbee, with 
the safeguard of the king of kings upon thy 
person. Certain it were, that the cord or the 
sabre had justly avenged such guilt. » 

«I am glad to hear that its influence, shall 
be availing to me, » said the Knight; « for I 
have heard that the road is infested with 
robber- tribes, who regard nothing in compa- 
rison of an opportunity of plunder. » 

«The truth has been told to thee, brave 
Christian, v said the Saracen; nbut I swear to 
thl^, by the turban- of the* Prophet, that 
should'st thou miscarry in any haunt of snch 
villains, I will 'myself undertake thy revenge 
with five thousand horse: ^l will slay every 
male of them, iEind send their women into 
such distant captivit]^, that the name of thek 
tribe shall never again be heard within five 
hundred- -miles of Damascus. I will sow 
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wilh salt tfae.fodndacioQS of their villfige, aad 
thei*e shall never live thing dweH there, even 
from that linoe forward. 9 

«.( had lather the trouble vr hich you d^»igii 
for yourself, were in revenge of some other 
person than ol me, noble Emir, » replied the 
Knight; abut my vow is recorded in Heaven, 
for good or for evil, and I mn^t b# indebted 
to you. for pointing me onltfae v^ay to my 
resting-place for this evening. i» 

K That, » said the Samceo, ^^mtist be imder 
the black covering of my father's tent. » , - 

« This night, » aikswered the Christian, « I 
must pass in prayer and penitence with a holy 
man, Theodoric of Engaddi, who dwells 
amongst these wilds,- and spends his life in 
the service of God. » 

ft I will at least see you safe thither, » said 
the Saracen. 

« That would be plea$9nt convoy ,for me. » 
said the Gbri^tian^ u yet might endanger the 
future^ security of the good father; for the 
cruel hand of your people has be^n. red with 
the blood of the servants ojF ;tfae Lord, and 
therefore ,do we coipe hither in plate and 
mail, vvith sword and- lance, to opeti- the road 
to the Holy Septilchre, ai\d protect the ch^ts^n 
saints and anchorites who yet dwell in this 
land af promise and of miracle. » 

-uNazarene^M said theMosl^ii>, vinthis the 
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Greeks and Syrians hare much boKed us, 
seeing we dobut after the word of Alnibeker 
Alw&kel, the successor of the Prophet, and, 
after him, the first coiumander 'of true he^ 
lievers. '6d forth,'* he eaid, 'Yeaed Ben So- 
phian,^ when he sent that renowned general 
to take Syria from the infidels; 'quit your- 
selTes Hke men in battle, but slay neither the 
aged, the infirm, the woftien, nor the children^ 
Wast6 not. the land, neither destroy corn and 
fruit tree&, they are the gifts of Allah. Keep 
feith when you haye mad^ any covenant, 
even if it be to your own harm. If ye find 
holy men labouring with their hands, and 
serving God in the desert, hurt them not, 
neither destroy, their dwellings. But when 
yon find them with shaven crowns, they are 
of the synagogue of Satan ! smite with the 
sabre, slay, cease not tiU they become believ- 
ers or tributaries.^ As the Caliph, companion 
of the Prophet, hath told us, so h$ive we done,, 
and thosre whom our justice has smitten are 
but the .priests of fiatfin. - But onto the good 
men who, widiout stirring up oiation against 
nation, worahip sincerely id che faith of Issa 
Ben Manam, we area- shadow and a shield; 
and such being ' he whom you seek^ even^ 
thotigh the li(^t of the Prophet hath not 
reached him, from me he will only have^love, 
favour, and regard. « . 
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« The. anchorite whom I would now tisit,» 
said the warlike pilgrim, « is, I have heard, 
DO priest; hut were he of that anointed add 
sacred order^ I would prove with my good 
lance, a{][ainst Paynim apd infidel — ^» 

«Let us not defy each other, hrdther,» in- 
terrupted the Saracen ;» we will find, either 
of us, enough of Franks or ofMoslemah^n 
whoni to exercise both sword and lance. 
This Theodoric is protected both by Turk 
and Arab; and, though one of strange condi- 
tions at intervals, yet on the v^hole, he hears 
himself . so well as the fpUower of his own 
Prophet, that he merits the protection of him 
who was sent » 

a Now, by Our Lady, Saracen, if thou darest 
name in the same breath, the camel-driver of 
Mecca with— *—d "^ 

An electrical shock of passion thrilled 
through the form of the Emir; but it was only 
momentary, and the calmness of his reply had 
both dignity and reason in it, when he said, 
A Slander not him whom thou knowest not; 
the rather that we venerate tfaefoiunder of 
thy religion^ while we condemkt the doctrine 
which your priests.havfi spun frcim it. I will 
myself guide thee tcr the cavern of the hermit, 
which, methinks; without my. help, thou 
would'st find it a hard matter to reach. And, 
on the way, let us leave to. moUahs and to 
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mopks to dispute ^out the divinity of oar 
ibitby and speak on themes which belong to 
youthful warriors! upon bold battles, upon 
beautiful women, upon sharp swords, and 
upon bright armour.* 
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Tbereat he smitten irat with (jjreat affright, 
And irembling terror did his hart apal, 
Ne wist he what to thinke of that same sight, 
Ne what to say, ne what to doe at all: 
He doubted least it were some magicaH 
Illusion that did beguile his sense, 
Or wand'riug ghost that wanted fnoeraD, 
Or aery sprite, under false pretence. 
Or hellish feend rays'd np through develish scienca. 

Spenser. 

The warriors arose from their place of brief 
rest and simple refreshment, and courteously 
aided each other while they carefully replaced 
and adjusted |he harness, from which they 
had relieved for the time their trusty steeds. 
Each seemed familiar with an employment, 
which at that time was a part ^of necessary, 
and, indeed, of indispensable dimty. Eac^ 
also seemed to possess, as far as the difference 
betwixt the animal and rational species ad* 
mitted, the confidence and affection of the 
horse, which was the constant companion of 
his travels and his warfare. With the Sa- 
racen, this familiar intimacy was a part of his 
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early habits ; fpr, in die tents Of the Eastern 
military tribes^ the horse of the soldier ranks 
next to, and almoet equal in importMice virith, 
his wife and his family^ and, with the Euro* 
pean warrior, circumstanoes, and indeed n^ 
cessity, rendered his war^hor^e scarcely less 
than his brother-in-^rms. The steeds, there*' 
fore,, suffered themselves quietly to be taken 
from their food and liberty, and neighed and 
snuffled fondly around their maAtera, while 
diey were adjusting their accoutrements for 
ferther traTel and additional toil. And each 
warrior, as he prosecuted hi^ own task, or as- 
sisted with courtesy his companion, looked 
with observant curiosity at the equipments of 
his £ellpw.-^ traveller, ^nd noted partioala.riy 
what sorock liinn as peculiar in the fashion 
with which his companion arranged his riding 
accoutrements. 

Eme theynemouiited toresaxme their jounMy,- 
the CfariiStian knight again moistened his hpi^ 
and dipt his haiuls in the living fDuataio, ai^l 
said to his Pjigas associate of the jouroey^-t^ 
«I would I kaew^the name of this ddieibus 
fountasa, that t naight hold it m my gratefuli 
reoiembraQce ; for aeyer did vrater slake nuxre^ 
delicionsly a more oppressive thirst than I 
hare this day e(peneiiced^t> 

<clt is called in the Arabic boguage,i* .aas^ 
swered the Saracen, « by a name whieh signi^ 
fie^ihe Diamoftd of theX)esert»» 
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a And well is it «o iialaeied,» replied th^ 
Christian. « My native valley bath a thousand 
spricigs, buc not to one of them sb^ I attach 
such ppeeious recdllection as to tliis solitary 
fount, -which bestows its liquid treasures 
where they are not'ojaly deU^tful, bqtueiEHrly 
indispensablsi)^ 

. « You say truth, » said the Saraeen; a for the 
curse is still on yonder sea of death, and nei- 
ther man nor beast drink of its waves, nor of 
the river which feeds without filling it, until 
this inhospitable desert be passed.* . 

They mounted, and pursued their journey 
across the sandy waste. The ardour of noon 
was now past, jmd a light breeze somewhat 
alleviated the terrors of the desert, though not 
without bearing on its wings an impalpable 
dust, which the Saracen little headed, though 
his heavily armed companion feh it as such an 
anaoyance, that be bung bis iron casque at 
fai& saddle-bo w,< and substituted the light rid*- 
ing cmp^ termed in tbe language of the time a 
mortier, from its resemblance ii| shape to an 
ordinal^ mortar. They rodetogetber for some 
time in silence, the JSaracfm performing the 
part of-director and guide of the journey, 
whieb be did by observing minute marks and 
bearings of the distant rocks, on the ridge of 
which they were gradually -approaching. For 
a little time be seejned absorbed in the task, 
as a pilot when navigating a vessel through a 
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cbffic&U chantiel; but the^ had nQt prooBeded 
half a league, when he seemed seccpre of his 
TOQtei and didpoMd^ With more frankness than 
ivas proper to. his nation , to enter into con- 
Yersation. ^ 

ftTou halve asked the name,* he said, « of a 
mute fountain^ which hachtfae semblance^ but 
not the reality, of a liTing thing. Let me be 
pardoned to ask the name of the companion 
with whom I have this day encountered, both 
IB danger ahdin repos^, and which I cannot 
fency nnknown, even here ainong the deserts 
ofPatestiile?i> 

ft It is not yet worth publishing, » said the 
Christian* k Know, however, that among the 
soldiers of th^., Cross I am called Kenneth^-- 
Kenneth of die Couching Leopard*; at home I 
have other titles, but they wduld sound hardi 
in an Eastern ear. Brasre Saracen, let me ask 
which of the tribes of Arabia claims your des- 
cent, lind by what name yon are known ?j» 

a Sir Kenneth, » said thexMoslem, a I joy^ 
that your name i^ snch as my lips can easily 
utter. For me, I am no Arab^ yet derive my 
descent fromi a line neither lesa wild nor le^s 
warlike. Know, Sir Knight of the Leopard, 
that I am Shieerkohf, the Lion of th^ Mounlain, 
and that Kurdistan, from which I derive nly 
descent, holds no &mily more noble than tfaQt 
of Seljook.y - 

«I have heard, » answered the Christian, 
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« that yoar great Soldan claims ki& blood from 
tbe same source?!! 

« Thanks to the Prophet, that hath so far ho- 
noured our mountains, as to send froBci th^ir 
bosom Him whose word is victory, » answered 
the Paynim. « I am hut as a worm' before the 
King of Egypt and Syria, and yet in niy own 
land something my name may avail. — Stran- 
ger, with how many men didst thoii come on 
this warfare ?» 

« By, my feith,» said Sir Kenneth^ « with aid 
of friends and kinsmen^ I was hardly pinched 
to furnish forth ten \<reII-appointi^ lances^ 
with maybe some fifty more men^ archers and 
varlets included. Some'have deserted my un* 
lucky pennon — some have fallen in battle- 
several have died of disease— and one trusty 
armour-bearer, for whose life I aim now doing 
my pilgrimage, lies on the bed of sickness. » 

I'GhristisinjV said Sfaeerkohf, «here I have 
five arrows in' my quiver, each feathered from 
the wing of an eagle. When J send one of 
them to my tents, a thousand warriors mount 
on horscfback — when I send another, an equal 
force will arise-^for the five, I <:>an command 
five thousand men; and if I send my bow, ten 
/thousand mounted riders will shake the desert. 
And with thy fifty followers thou hast come 
to invaide a land, in which I am one of the 
meanest !'> 

VSow, by the rood, Saracen, » retorted thi 
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western warrior, « ihou should'st know, ere 
thou Tami test thy self, that one steel-glo^e can 
crnsb-a whole handful of hornets. » 

« Ay, hot it must first inclose tbem within 
itsgrasp^x said theSaracen, with a smile which 
might have endangered their new alliance, had 
he not changed the subject hy adding, « And is . 
bravery so much esteemed amongst theChris«- 
tian princes, that thou, thus ^'oid of means, 
and of men, canst offer, as thou didsC of late, 
to be my protector and security in the cauip of 
thy brethreil?)» . 

« Know, Saracen, » said the Christian, « since 
such h thy style, that the name of a knight^ 
and the hlood of a gcntleinan, entitle hiin to 
place himself on the same rank with sovereigns 
even of the first degree, in so far as regards ali 
but regal authority and dominion. Were Bic)i^ 
ard of England himself to wound the honour 
of a knight as poor as I am, he could not, by 
the la w of chivalry, deny him the combats » 

ft Mechinks I should like to look upon so 
strange a scene, » said the Emir, nin which a 
leathern belt and a pmr of spurs put the poorr 
est on a level with the most powerful. » 

iiYou must add free blood and a fearless 
heart,* said the Christian; « then, perhaps, 
you. will not have spoken untruly.^ : 

ft And mix you as boldly amongst the fe- 
males of your chiefs and leaders1^» asked the 
Saracen. 
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KGod forbid,* said the Koightof the Leo- 
pardf « that the poorest khight in Ghristeodoiti 
should not be free, ia all he»ourabl^ service, 
to devote his heart and sword, the fame of his 
actions, and the fixed derotiori^ of his hearty 
npdn the fairest firiocess' i?vho ever wore co- 
ronet on. her brow. » 

' « But a little while situ^e, » said the Saracen, 
*f and you described love as the highest trea^ur^ 
of -the heart — thine hath undoubtedly been 
high and nobly bestowed ?» 

« Stranger, »» answered the Christian, blush- 
ttag deeply as he 'spoke, « we tell not rashly 
where it is- we have bestowed our choicest 
treasures — it is enough for thee to know,' that, 
as thou sayest, niy Idve is highly and nobly 
bestowed — ^mosrt highly-— most nobly; but if 
thott-would'st hear of love and 'broken lances, 
Venture thyself; as^ Khoii sayest, to the caiiip 
oi the crusaders, and thou wilt find exercise 
tot thine ears, and, if thou wilt, for thy hands 
too.*/ 

The Eastern warrior,- raising himseff in his 
stirrups, and shaking aloft his lance, replied, 
« Hardly, I fear, will I find one with a crossed 
shouldei^, who will exchange with ntfe the east 
otthejerrid.w 

a I will not promise for that, » replied the 
Knight, « tl^ough there be in the camp certain 
Spaniards, who have right good skill in your 
eastern game of hurling the javelin.* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. - 45 

«Dogs, and som of dogs!» ejaculated the 
Saracen; <t\vhat have these Spaniards to do to 
come hither to combat the true believers, 
who, in their own land> .are their lords and 
taskmasters? with them I would mix in no 
warlike pastime. ». 

« Let not the knights o£ Leon or. Asturias 
hear ypu speak thus of them, v said the Knight 
of the Leopard ; « but, » added he, smiling, at 
die FecoUection. of the morning's combat, u if, 
instead of a reed, you wer^ inclined to stand 
the cast of a battle-axe, there are enough of 
western warriors who would gratify your long* 
ing.» 

«By the bcsard. of my father, 8ir,» said the 
Saracen, with an* approach to laughter, Kthe 
game is too .rough for mere sport — I will 
never shun theirs in battle, bu^ my head » 
(pressing his hand to hia brow) mwiU not, 
for a while, permit me to . seek them in 
garoe.» 

« I would you saw the axe of King Richard,* 
answered the western warrior, « to which that 
which hangs at my saddle-bow weighs b^t 0S 
afeatheritf . .^ .. 

a We hear mtich of that. island sovereign,* 
said the Saracen, «art th^u one of hi^ sub- 
jects?* .. 

« One of his followers I am, for this expe< 
dition, » answered the Knight,. « and honour^ 
ed in the service; but not bom his subject, 
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although a native of the island in which he 
reigns. » 

. « How mean you ?» said the eastern soldier ; 
«have you then two kings in one poor is- 
]and?» 

« As thou sayest, » said the Scot, for suqh 
was Sir Kenneth by birth,— r « It is even so; and 
yet, although the inhabitants of the two^xtre* 
mities of that island are engaged in frequent 
war/ the country can, as thou seest, furnish 
forth such a body of men-at-^rms, as may go 
for to shake the unholy hold which your master 
hath laid on the cities of Zion.» 

«By the beard of Saladin, Kaz£u*ene, but 
that it is a thoughtless and boyish folly, I could 
laugh at the simplicity of your great Sultan^ 
who comes hither to make conquests of daserts 
tod rocks, and dispute the possession of them 
with those who have tenfold lumbers at 
command^ while he leaves a part of his narrow 
islet, in which he was born a sovereign, to the 
dominion of another sceptre than his. Surely, 
Sir Kenned, you and the other good men of 
your country should have submitted yourself 
^o the dominion of this King Richard, ere you 
left your native land, divided'ag^nst itself, to 
set forth on this expedition ?» 

Hasty and fierce was Kenneth^s answer. 
• No, by the bright light -of heaven! If the 
King of England had not set forth to (he 
crusade till he was sovereign of Scotland, 
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the crescent might, for me, and alt true-heart- 
ed Scotd, glimmer for ever on the waUs of 
Zion;» 

Thus far he had proceeded, when, suddenly 
recollecting himself, he muttered, « Mea'culpai 
meacvtpa! what have I^ a soldier of the Cross, 
to do with recollection of war betwixt Christian 
nations !» 

The rapid expression of feeling corrected 
by the dictates of duty, did not escape the 
Moslem, who, ifhe did not entirely understand 
aH which it conveyed, saw enough to convince 
him with the assurance, that Christians, as 
wdl as Moslemah, had private feelings of 
persoital pique, and national quarrels, which 
were not entirely reconcilable. But the Sa- 
racens were a race, polished, perhaps, to the 
utmost extent which their religion permitted, 
and particularly capable of entertaining high 
ideas of courtesy and politeness; and such 
sentiments prevented iiis taking any notice 
of the inconsistency of Sir Kenneth's feelings, 
in the opposite characters of a Scot and a 
crusader. 

Meanwhile, as they advanced, the scene 
began to change around them. They were 
now turning to the esTstward, and bad reached 
the range of steep and barren hills which binds 
in that quarter the naked plain, and varies the 
surface of the country, without changing its 
sterile character. Sharp rocky eminences 
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beg^ii to arisQ arpund th^m, and, in a short 
tim^, deep, declivities, iand asceats, both for- 
midable in height, and difficult from the 
tiarrojvttess of the, path, offered to. the travel- 
lers obstacles of a different kidd from those 
with which they had recently contended, Dark 
caverns and qhasms amongst the rocks, those 
grottoes so often allnded to in scripture, yawn- 
ed fearfully on either side as they.proceeded, 
»nd the Scottish knight Was informed by the 
£mir, that thejse were often the refuge of , 
beasts of prey, or of men still more ferocious, 
who, driven to desperation by the constant 
war, and the oppression exercised by the sol- 
:diery^, as. well of the Cross as of the Crescent, 
had become robbers, and spaced, neither cank 
nor religion^ neither sex nor ag^r in their de«- 
predations. 

The Scottish knight listened with indif- 
ference to the accounts of ravages committed 
by wUd beasts or wicked men, secure as he 
felt himself in his own valour and* personal 
strength; but be was struck with mysterious 
dreadj. when he recollected that he was now 
in the awful wilderness of the forty days' fast, 
and thei scene of the actual personal tempta- 
tion, wherewith the Etil Principle was permit- 
ted to assail the Son o£ Man. He withdrew 
his attention gradually from the light and 
' worldly conversation of the infidel warrior 
■beside him, and, however acceptable his gay 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. 49 

and gallant bravery would have remlered him 
as a companipn elsewhere, Sir Kenneth felt as 
if, in' those wildernesses: — the waste and dry 
places — in which the foul spirits were wont, to 
wander when expelled the mortals whose 
forms the^ ppssessed, a bare-footed friar would 
have been a better associate than the gay but 
unbelieving Paynim. 

' These feelings embarrassed him; the rather 
that the Saracen^s spirits appeared to rise witli 
the journey, and biecaus^ the farther he pene- 
trated into the gloomy" recesses of the moun- 
tains> the lighter became his conversation, and 
when he found that unanswered, the louder 
grew his song. Sir Kenneth knew enough of 
the eastern 'languages,' to be assured that he 
chanted sonnets oJT love, containing all the 
glowing praises of beauty, in which the oriental 
poets are so fond of luxuriating, and which, 
therefore, werepeculiarly unfittedfor a serious 
or devotional strain of thought, the feeling 
best becoming tl^e Wilderness of the Tempta- 
tion. With inconsistency enough.^ the Saracen 
also sung lays in praise of wine, the liquid ruby 
of the Persian poets, and his gaiety at length 
became so unsuitable to the Christian knight's 
contrary train of sentiments, as, but for the 
promise of amity which they had exchanged, 
would most likely hate made Sir Kenneth 
take measures to change his note. As it was, 
he felt as if he had by his side some gay licen* 
VOL. III. 3 
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tious fiend, who endeavoured to eii&aare:his 
soul, and endanger his immortal salvation, by 
inspiring' loose thoughts of earthly pleasure^ 
and .thus polluting his. devotion, at -a. time 
when his £iith as a Chri^ian, and his vovir ae 
a pilgrim, called. on him for a •sefious and 
penitential' state of mind. He viras ihus 
greatly perplexed, and undecided how to act; 
and it was in a tone of hasty displeasiite, 
that, at length breaking silence, he inter- 
rupted the lay of the celebrated Budpiki, in 
which he prefers the mole on his mistress's 
bosom to all tl^e wealth of Bokhara and Sa- 
marcand. 

M^aracen, » said the Crusader, sternly, (cblind- 
ed as thou art, and plunged amidst the errors 
of a fajse law, thou shouldst yet comprehend 
that there .are some places more holy than 
others, aiid that there are some, too, in which 
the Evil One hath more than ordinary power 
over sinful mortals. I wiU not tell thee forwhat 
awful reason this place* — the^e rocks — these 
caverns with their gloomy arches, leading as it 
were to the central abyss— rare held an espe- 
cial haunt of Satan aind his angels. It is 
enough, that I have been long warned to 
Jjeware of this place by wise and holy men, to 
whom the qualities of the unholy region are 
well known. Wherefore, Saracen, forbear 
thy "foolish and ill*timed levity, and turn thy 
thoughts to things more suited to the. spot; 
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althou{(h, alas, for thee! tb^ best ppayers are 
but a& blasphemy and «in.» • 

/Fhe Saracen Ifetened Witb son^e surprise, 
and tben replied) witb good bdniour and 
gaiety, only feo far repressed as. courtesy re«i- 
quircMd, aGood '^ir Kenneth, methioks you 
deal unequally by your companion, or else 
ceremoiiy is but indifferently taught amongst 
your Western tribes. I took no offence when 
I saw you gorge bog's fiesh and dr4nk wine, 
and permitted you to enjoy a treat whidiyou 
called -your Christian liberty, only pitying in 
my heart your foul pastimes— Wherefore, 
then', sfaouldst thou take scandal, because I 
dieer, to the best -of my power, a gloomy road 
with a cheerful yerse? What saith the poet,-^ 
a Song tslilpe the dews qf hearen on the bosom 
of die desert; it cools the path of the tra- 
veller.)) 

« Friend $aracen,» said the. Christian, «'I 
yame not the love pf minstrelsy and of the 
gai science; albeit we. yield unto it -even too 
much room in our thoughts, Mrhen they should 
be 'bent on better things. But prayers dnd 
holy psahns are tetter fitting thaji lays of love,, 
or of wine-cups, when men walk iti this Valley 
of the Shadow of Death, full of fiends and 
demons, whom the prayers of holy men have 
driven forth from the haunts of humanity to 
wander amidst scenes as accursed as them- 
selves.)) 
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..((Speak not thus of tbe'genii/ ChHstiah^n 
answered the Saracen, «for know, thou speak- 
est to one whose line and nation drew. -their 
origin from the ihimortaUrace, which your sect 
fear and blaspheme. » 

« I well thought, »- answered the Crusader, 
« that your blinded race had their descent 
from the foql fiend, without whose aid you 
would never have been able. to maintain this 
blessed land of Palestine against so many va^ 
liant ^soldiers of Gpd, I speaK not thiis o( 
thee in particular, Saracen, Ibqt generally of 
thy people and religion. Strange is it to me, 
however, not that yqu should have the descent 
from the Evil Oiie, but that you should boast 
ofit.w 

« From whom should the brayest boast of 
descending^ saving from him that is bravest?* 
said the Saracen ; « from whonr sliould the 
proudest trace their line so well as from the 
Dark Spirit, vvhich would rather fall headlong 
by. force, than bend the knee by his willPEblis 
may be hated, stranger, but he must be feared ; 
and such as Ebiis are his descendants of Kur- 
distan. » . 

.Tales, of magic and of necromancy were the 
learniiig of the period, aad Sir Alan heard his 
companion's confession of diabolical descent 
without any disbelief, and without much won- 
der; yet not without :a secret shudder at find- 
ing himself in this fearful place, in the corn- 
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pany of one wjio avoucho^ himself to belong 
to such a lipeage; Naturally unsusceptible, 
however, of fear, he crossed himself^ and 
stoatly demanded of the Saraeen nn account of 
the pedigree which he had bddf^ted. The 
latter readily complied. 

« Know, brave strsmger,^ he said, «that 
when the cruel Zohduk, one of the descendants 
of Giamschid, held the throne of Persia, he 
formed a league with the powers of darkness, 
amidst the secret vaults of Istakhar, vaults 
which the bands of the elementary spirits had 
hewn out of the living rock long befoVe Adam 
himself had an existence. Here. he fed, with 
daily oblations of hiusian blood, t>vo devour- 
ing serpetits^ which had become, according 
to the poets, a part of himself, and to sustain 
whom he levied )ei tax of daily human sacrifices, 
till the -exhausted patience of his subjects 
caused some to raise up the scymitar of resist- 
ance, like the* valient blacksmrth,^ and the vic^ 
torious Feridoun, by whom the tyrant was at 
length, dethroned, and imprisoned for ever in 
the dismal caverns of the mountain Damavend. 
Bat ere that deliverance had taken place, and 
whilst the. power of the blood-thirsty tyrant 
was at its height, the band of ravening slaves, 
whom he had sent forth to purvey victims for 
his daily sacrifice, brought to the vaults of the 
palace of Istakhar seven sisters so beautiful^ 
that they seemed seven houris. These seven 
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maidens were the daughters of ^ sage-, who 
had no. treasures save these h^auties and his 
own wisdom. The last was not sufficient to 
foresee this^ misfortune, the' former seemed 
ineffectual to prevent it . The eldest exceed* 
ed not her twentieth year, the youngest had 
scarce, attained her thirteenth; and so like 
were they to each other, .that they could not 
have been distinguished but for the difference 
of height, in whiohjthey gradually rose in.'easy 
gradation abo^e each other, like the asceat 
which leadis to the gat^s of Paradise. So. 
lovely were these seven sisters when they 
stood on the darksome vault, disrobed of all 
diothing saving a cynu^r of white silk^ that 
their, charms moved the hearts of tho^e who 
were not mortal; Thunder muttered, ,the 
e^rth shook, the wall of the vault was rent, 
and at the chasm entered one dressed* like 
a .hunter, with bow and shafts, and followed 
by six others, his brethren. They were tall 
men, and, though dark, ye^ comely to behold, 
hut their eyes had more the glare of the dead^ 
than the. light which lives under the eye-lids 
of the living. ^Zeineh,' said the leader of the 
band,— riand as he spoke he ^ took the eldest 
sister by the hand, and his voioe was soft^ low, 
and melancholy^ — *i amCothrob, king ojfthe 
subterranean . world, < and supreme chidF of 
Ginnistan. I and. my brethren are of those 
who, created out of the pure elemaitary fire, 
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disdained, exen bx the command of OmnipD- 
t^nce; to do hoinag4& to a clod of earth, because 
it was cailed Man. Thou mayst have heard of 
us as cruel, iinrelfBiiting; and persecuting. It 
is false. We are by nature kind and gene^ 
rous ; only vengeful when insulted, only cruel 
when affronted. We are true td those \vho 
trust us; and we have heard the invocations 
of thy father, the sage Mithrasp, who wisely 
worships not alone the Oii»igin of Good, but 
that virhith is called the Source of Evil, You 
dnd your sisters are on the ete of death; but 
let each give to us one hair from your fair 
tresses, in token of fealty, and we will carry 
you many miles from hence to a* place of safety, 
where you m^y bid defiance to Zohauk and his 
ministers.' The fear of instant deaths saith 
^the-poet, is like the rod of the prophet Haroun, 
which devoured all other rods, when transform- 
ed' into snakes before the King of Pharaoh^; 
and the daughters of the Persian sage were 
less apt than others to be afraid of the' ad- 
dresses of a spirit. ' They gave the tribute 
which Gothrob demanded, and in an instant 
the sisters were transported to an. enchanted 
castle on the* mountains of Ttigmt, in Kurdis- 
tan, and were never again seen by mortal eye. 
Bat in process of time severi youths, distin- 
guished in the war and in the chase, appeared 
in the environs of the castle of the demons. 
They were darker, taller, fiercet*, and more 
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resolute, than any of .the scattered inhabitants 
of the valleys of Kurdistan^; and they, took, to 
ihemseWes wives^ and became fathers of the 
seven tribes of the Kurdmans, whose valour is 
known throughout the universe » 

-The Christian knight heard with wondei* the 
wild tale, of which Kurdistan jstill possesses the 
traces, and, after a moment's thought, replied, 
«- Verily, sit* knight, yoU have spoken well — 
your genealogy may be dreaded and hated, 
but it cannot be contemned. Neither do I 
any longer wonder at your obstinacy in a false 
faith; since doubtless' it is part of the fiendish 
disposition which hath descended from your 
ancestors, thpse infernal huntsmen, as you 
have described them, to love falsehood lather 
than truth; and I no longer marvel that your 
spirits become high and exalted, and vent 
themselves in verse and in tunes, when you 
approach to the places encumbered by the 
haunting of evil spirits, which must excite in 
you that joyous feeling which others expe- 
rience, when approachinjg the land of their 
human ancestry. » 

« By my father's beard, I think thou hdist 
the right, » said the Saracen, rather amused 
than -offehded by the freedom with which 
the Christian had uttered his reflections; « for, 
though the. Prophet (blessed be his name!) 
hath sown amongst us the seed of a better 
faith than our ancestors learned in the ghostly 
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halls of Tugrut, yet we are not williDg, like 
other Moslemab, to pass hasty doom. on the 
lofty and powerl^l elementary spirits from 
whom we claim our origin. These genii, 
according to our belief and hope, are not 
altogether reprobate, but are stiH in the way 
of probation, and may hereafter be punished 
or rewarded. Leave we this to the moUahs 
and the imaums. Enough that i^'ith us the 
reverence for these spirits is not altogether 
effaced by what we have learned from the 
Koran, and that many of xis still sing, in me- 
morial of our fathers' more ancient faith, such 
verses as these. » 

So saying, he proceeded to chant verses, 
very ancient in the language and structure, 
which some have thought derive their source 
from the worshippers of Arimanes, the Evil 
Principle. 

AHRIMAN. 

Dark AluinaB, igrhom Irak still 
Holds origin of woe and iU ! 

When, beading at thy shrink, • 

' We Tiew the world with troubled eye, 

Where see we 'ccath the. extended sky, 

An empire matching thine !, 

If the Benigner Power can yield 
A fountain in the desert field, 

Where weary pUgrims drink; 
Thine are the waves that lash the rock. 
Thine the tornado's deadly shock, 

Wbei e countless navies sink \ 
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Or if He bid the Mil disflense 
Balsadis to cheer the sinVing sen^e* 

.How few can they deliver 
From lingering pains^ or pang intense, 
Red fever, spotted' pestilence, 
^ The arrows qf thy quiver ! 

Chief in man's bosom sits thy sway, 
And freqtfent, while iA lords' we pray - 

Befprjs another throne, 
Whatever of specious form be there. 
The secret meaqing of the prayer 

Is, Ahriman, thine own. 

Say, hast thou feeling, sense, and form, 
Thunder thy voice, thy garments storm, 

As Eastern Magi say? 
With sentient soul of hate and wrath. 
With wings to sweep thy deadly path, . 

And fangs to tear thy prey? 

Or art thou n^ix'd in Nature's source, 
An ever operating force. 

Converting good to ill? 
An evil principle innate, 
Contendibg vnth our better fate, 

And oh! victorious still? 

Howe'er it be*, dispute is vain. 

On all Without thou hold'«t thy r«ign, 

Nor less on all within ; 
* Each mortal passion's fierce career^ 
lyOvej hate, ambition, joy, and- fear. 

Thou goadest into sin. 

^ Whene'er a lunny gleam appear^, 
. To brifluen«up our vale of tears, 
Thon art not distant far; 
'Mid such brief solace of our lives, 
Thou whett'st our very banquei hnives 
To tools -of death and war. 
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• Thus, from the moment of our birth, '^ 

. Long as ^e linger on the earth, 
Thou rulest the fate of men ; 
Thine are the pangs of life's last hoar, 
And — ^who dare answer ?^-is thy powli', 
. Dark Sp^t ! ended Tt^ ? ' 

These, verses may perhaps have been the 
not unnatural effusion of some half-enlight- 
ened philosopher^ -\vhOy in the fabled deity, 
Ahrimanes, saw but the prevalence of moral 
and physical evil ; but in the ears of Sir Ken- 
neth of the Leopard, they had a different 
effect, and, sung as thdy were by one who 
had just boasted himsdf a descendant of de- 
mons, sounded very like .an address of wor- 
ship to the arch-fiend himself. He weighed 
within himself whether, on hearing such 
blasphemy in the very desert where Satan had 
stood rebuked for demj^nding homage, taking 

> The worthy and learned oler^man, by whgm this species of 
hymn has been translated, desires, that^ for fear of misconcep- 
tion, we should warn tbe reader to recollect, that it is composed 
b^ a heathen, to whom thie real causes of moral and physical e^il 
are unknown, and who yiews th,eir predominance in the system of 
the universe, as all must view that appalling fact, who have not 
the benefit of the Christian Revelation. On our own part, wg' beg 
to add, that we understand the style of the translator is more 
pjHAphrastic than c^n be approved by thbsie who are acquainted 
with tbe singularly ' curious original. The translator seems to 
have despaired of rendering into English Verse the flightf of 
Oriental poetry ; and, possibly, like ftaany learned ai^d ingenious 
men-, finding it impossible to find out the sense of the original, 
he may have tacitly substituted his own. 
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an abrupt leave of the Saracen was sufBcient 
to testify his abhorrence; or whether he was 
not rather constrained by his vow as a era- 
sader, to defy the iniidei to' combat on the 
spot, and leave him food for the beasts of 
the wilderness, when his attention was sud- 
denly'canght by an unexpecte;4 apparition. 
The light was now verging low, yet served 

^the knight still to discern that they two were 
no longer alone in the forest, bat were closely 
watched by a figure of great height and very 
thin, which skipped over rocks and bushes 
with so' much agility; as, added to the wild and 
hirsute appearance of the individual, reminded 
him of the fauns and sylvans, whose images 
he had seen in the ancient temples of Rome. 
As the single-hearted Scotchman had never 
for a moment doubted these gods of the an- 
cient Gentiles to be actually devils, so he now 
hesitated n6t to believe that the blasphemous 
hymn of the Saracen had raised up an infernal 
spirit. 

« But what recks it!>i said stout Sir Kenneth 
to himself; «down with the 'fietid and his 
worshippers!" 

He did not, however, think it necessary to 

_give the same warning of defiance to two ene- 
mies, as he would unquestionably have afford- 
ed to one. His hand was upon his mace, and 
perhaps the unwary Saracen would have been 
paid for his Persian poetry, by having his 
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brains dasbed out on the spot without' any 
reason assigned for it; but the Scottish knight 
was spared from committing what would have 
been a sore blot in his shield of arms. The 
apparition, on which his eyes had been fixed 
for some time^ had at first appeared to dog 
their p^th by concealing itself behind rocks 
and shrubs, using those advantages of the 
ground with great address, and surmounting 
its irregularities with surprising agility. At 
length, just as the Saracen paused in his soug, 
the figure, which was. that of a tall man clothed 
in goat-skins^ sprung into the midst of the 
path, and sf)ized a rein of the Saracen's bridle 
in either hand, confronting thus and bearing 
back the noble horse, which, unable to endure 
the manner in which thi& sodden assailant 
pressed the long-armed bit, and the severe 
curb, which, according to the ea^ern fashion, 
was a solid ring of iron, reared upright, and 
finally fell backwards on his master, who, 
however, avoided the peri^ of the fall, by 
lightly throwing himself to one side. 

The assailant then shift.ed his grasp from 
the bridle of the horse to the throat of the 
rider, flung himself above the struggling Sara* 
cen, and, despite of his youth, and activity,, 
kept him undermost, wreathing his long arms 
above those of his prisoner, who called out 
angrily, and yet half-laughipg at the san^e 
tjime — « Hamakor— fool— r unloose me— this 
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passes thy privilege— -unloose me, or I wiD use 
mydagger.v . . ^ 

A- Thy dagger '! — iiifidel dog ! » said the figure 
in the goat-skins, « hold it in thy gripe if thou 
canst !» and in an instant he wrenched the 
weapon out of 'its owner's hand, and bran- 
dished it over his head. 

wHelp,. NaiareneU cried Sbeerkohf, now 
seriously alkrmed; « help, or the Hamako will 
slay me.» 

«Slay'the6!» replied the dweller of the 
desert; « and well hast thou merited death, for 
singing thy blasphemous hyifins, not only to 
the praise of thy false prophet, who is the foul 
fiend's harbinger, but to that of the Author of 
Evil himself, » 

The Christiati knight had hitherto looked 
on as one stupified, so strangely had this ren- 
contre contradicted, in its progress and event, 
all that he had previously conjectured. He 
felt, howeter, at length, that it touched his 
honour to interfere in behalf of his discomfited 
companion ; and -therefore addressed himself 
to the victorious figure in the goat-skins. ' 

«Wh,osoe'erthDuart,» he said, « andwhether 
of good or of eviJ, know that lam siwbrn for 
the time to be true companion to the Saracen 
whom thou boldest under thee; therefore, I 
pray thee* to let him arise, else I will do battle 
with thee in his behalf. » 

u And a [nroper quarrel it were for a crusader 
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to do battle io^-for the sake of an unbaptized 
dog to combat one of his own holy faith! Art 
thou come forth to the wilderness to fight for 
the Crescent against the Cross? A goodly 
soldier of God art thou^ to listen to those who 
sing the praises of Satan ! » 

Yet, while he spoke thus, he arose himself, 
and, suffering the Saracen to arise also» return- 
ed him his cangiar, or poniard. 

a Thou seestto what a point of peril thy pre- 
sumption hath l^rought thee,» continued he 
of the goat-tskins, now addressing Sheerkohf, 
a and. by what weak means thy practised skill 
and hoasted agility can be foiled, when such is 
Heaven's pleasure. Wherefore, beware, O 
Ilderim! for. know that, were there not a 
twinkle in the star of thy nativity, which pro- 
mises for thee something that is good axid gra- 
cious in Heaven's good time^ we two had not 
parted till I kad torn asunder the throat which 
so lately trilled forth blasphemies. » 

«Hamako,» said the Saracen, without any 
appearance of resenting the violent language, 
and yet more violent assault, to which he had 
been subjected, « I pray thee, good Hamako, to 
beware how thou dost again urge thy privilege 
over far; for though, as a good . Moslem, . I 
respect those whom Heaven hath deprived of 
ordinary reason, in order to endow them with 
the spirit of prophesy, yet Ilike not other 
men's hands on the bridle of my horse, neither 
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Upon my own person. Speak^ therefore, whsit 
thou wilt, secure of any reseutment from me; 
but gather so much sense as to apprehend, that 
if thou shalt again proffer me any violence, 
I will strike thy shagged head from thy meagre 
shoulders. — And to thee, friend Kenneth,* he 
added, as he remounted his steed, « I mu$t 
needs say, that, in a companion through the 
desert, I love friendly deeds better than fair 
words. Of the last thou hast givenme enough ; 
but it had been better to have aided me more 
speedily in my struggle with this Hamako, who 
had well nigh taken my life in his frenzy, v 

«By my faith, » said the Knight, «! did 
somewhat fail — was somewhat tardy in ren- 
dering thee instant help ; but the strangeness of 
the assailant, the suddenness of the scene — 
it was as if thy wild and wicked lay had raised 
the devil amongst us — and such was my con- 
fusion, that two or three minutes elapsed ere 
I could take to my weapon. » 

a Thou art but a cold and considerate friend, » 
said the Saracen ; /< and, had the Bamako been 
one grain more frantic, thy companion had 
beeff slain by thy side, to thy eternal dishonour,, 
withoutthy sdrringa'finger in his aid, although 
thou satest by, mounted, and in arms.» , 

« By ray word, Saracen, » said the Christian, 
« if thou wilt have it in plain terms, I thought 
th'at Strang^ figure was the devil; and being of 
thy lineage, I knew not what family secret you 
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might be coimnuniGatitig to each other, as you 
lay lovingly rolling together on the sand.j» 

«Thy gibe is no answer, brother Kenneth, » 
said the Saracen; *for know, that had* my 
assailant been in Very deed the . Prince of 
Darkness, thou wert bound not the less to 
enter into combat with him in thy comrade's 
behalf.' Know, also, that whatever there may 
be of foul or of fiendish about the Hamako, 
belongs more to your lineage than to mine; 
this Hamako being, in truth, the anchorite 
whom thou art come hither to visit. » ^ 

« This ! » said SiMlan, looking at the athletic 
yet wasted figure • before' him-^« this !— thou 
mockest, Saracen-^ this cannotbe the venerable 
Theodorick!)) 

« Ask himself, if thou wilt not believe me,» 
answered Sheerkohf; and, ere the words had 
left his moilA, the hermit gave'evidencein his 
own behalf. 

« I am Theodorick" of Engaddi,» he said — 
« I am the walker of the diesert-r^I am friend of 
the cross, and flail of all infidels, heretics, and 
devil-worshippers. Avoid ye, avoid ye! — 
Down with JMahound, Termagaunt, and all 
their adherents !»— So saying, he pulled. from 
under his shaggy garment a sortof ftail or joint- 
ed club, bound with iron', which he brandished 
round his head with singular dexterity. 

«Thou seest thy saint, » said' the Saracen, 

3. 
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laughing, for the-first time, at the unmitigated 
astonishment with which Sir Kenneth -looked 
on the wild gestures^ and heard the wayward 
muttering of Theodorick, who, after swinging 
his flail in every direction, apparently quit^ 
reckless .whether it encountered the head of 
either of his companions, finally shewed hi^ 
own strength, and the soundness of the 
weapon, by striking into fragments a large 
stone which lay near him. 

«This is a ma(]man,» said Sir Kenneth. 

« Not the worse saint, » returned the Moslem^ 
speaking according to the* veil-known Eastern 
belief, that madmen are under the influence 
of immediate inspiration, «Know, Christian, 
that when one eye is extinguished, the other 
becomes more keen-r— when, one hand is cut 
off, the other becomes more powerful; so, 
-when our reason in human things is disturbed 
or destroyed, our view heavenward becomes 
more acute and perfect. » 

Here the voice of the Saracen was drowned 
in that of th^ hermit, who began to hollo aloud 
in a wild chanting tone, — « I am Theodorick of 
Engaddi — I am the torch-brand of the desert 
— I am the flail of the infidels ! The lion and 
the leopard shall be my comrades, and draw 
nigh to my cell for shelter ; neither shall the kid 
be afraid of their fangs^ — I am the torch and 
the lantern — Kyrie Eleison ! » 

He closed his song by a short race, and ended 
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that again by tbree forward bounds, which 
would have done him great credit in a gym- 
nastic academy,, but became his character of 
hermit so indifferently, that the Scottish knight 
was altogethei' confovorded and bewildered. 

The Saracen seemed to understated him 
better. «You see^n he said, ((that he expects 
us to follow him to his cell, which, iode^, is 
our only place of refuge for the night. You 
are the leopard, from the portrait on your 
shield — I am the lion, as my name imports — 
smd, by the goat, alluding to his garb of gojgit- 
skins, he means himself. W& must keep him 
in sights however, for he is as fleet as a dro- 
medary. » 

In fact, the task was a difficult one, for 
though the reverend guide stopped from 
time to time, and waved his hand, as if to en- 
cQurage them to come on, yet, well acquainted 
with all the winding dells and passes of the 
desert, and gifted with uncommou activity, 
which, perhaps, an unsettled state of -mind 
kept in constant exercise, he led the knights 
through chasms, and along foot-paths, where 
even tba light-armed Saracen, with his well- 
trained barb, was in considerable risk, and 
where the iron-sheathed European, and hi& 
over ^ burdened horse, found themselves in 
such imminent peril, as the rider would gladly 
have exchanged for the dangers of a general 
action. Glad he was when, at length, after 
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this wiW race, he beheld the holy man who 
had led it standing in front of a cavern, with 
a large torch in his band, composed of a piece 
of wood dipt in bitumen, whi^h cast a broad 
arid flickering light, and emitteda strong sul- 
phureous smell. 

' Uridetefrried by ' the stifling vapour, the 
knight' threw himself from his horse and 
entered the cavern, which afforded small ap- 
pearance of accommodation. The cell' was 
dividedinto two parts, in the outward of which 
were an altar of stone, and a crucifix, made of 
reieds: this . served the anchorite for his cha- 
pel. ""On one side of this outward cave the 
Christian knight, though not without scruple, 
arising ft*om religious,reverehce to the objects 
around, fostened up his horsQ, and arranged 
him fbr the night, irt imitation of thB Saracen, 
who gave him to understand that such was the 
custom of the place. The hermit, meanwhile, 
was bilsied putting hisjnner apartment in order 
to receive his guests, and there they soon joined 
him,. At the bottom of the outer cave, a smdll 
aperjture, closed with a door of rough- pl^nk^ 
ledinto the sleeping apartment of the hermit; 
which was more commodious. The floor had 
beed brought to a rough level by the labour of 
the inhabitant, and then strewed with white 
sand, which he daily sprinkled with water 
ffom a small fountain which bubbled out of 
the rock in one corner, affording, in that sti- 
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fling climate, refreshtnent alil^e to the ear and 
the taste. Mattresses, wrought of twisted flag?, 
lay by the side of the cell ; the sides, like the 
> floor, had been roughly brought to shape, andse- 
veralherbsandflowers were hungaround them. 
Two waxen torches, which thfe hermit lighted, 
gave acheerfqlairto theplaee, which was ren- 
dered agreeable by its fragrance and coolness. 
There were implements of labour in one 
comer of (he apartment, in anothei; was a 
niche for a rude statue of the Virgin. A table 
and two chairs shewed that they must be the 
handwork of the anchorite, being different in 
their form from oriental accommodations. 
The former was covered, not only with reeds 
and pulse, but also with dried flesh, which 
Theodorick assiduously placed in su.ch aiv 
rangementasshouldinvitejthe appetite of his 
guests. This appearance of courtesy, though 
mute, and expressed by gesture only, seem- 
ed to Sir Kenneth something entirely irre- 
concilablie with his former wild and violent 
demeanour; The steps of. the hermit were 
Composed, and apparently it was only a sense 
of religious humiliation which prievented hi$ 
features, emaciated as they were by his austere 
mode of life, from being majestic and noble. 
He trod his cell as one who seemed born to 
rule over men, but who had abdicated his em* 
pire to become the servant of Heaven. Still, 
it must be allowed that his gigpftic size, the 
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length of his unshaven Jocks and beard,, and 
the fire of a deep-set and wild eye, were rather 
attributes of a soldier than of»a recluse. . 

Even the Saracen seemed to regard the. aa-' 
chorite with some veneration, while he was 
thus employed, and he whispered in a low ton« 
to Sir Kenneth, «f< The Hamako is now. in his 
better mind, but ne will not speak until. we 
have eaten — such is his vow. » 

It was in silence, accordingly, that Theo- 
dorick motioned to the Scot to take his place 
on one of- the low chairs, while Sheerkohf 
placed himself, after the custom of his nation, 
upoti a cushion of mats. The hermit then 
held up both hands, as if blessing the refresh- 
ment which he had placed before his gqests, 
and they proceeded to eat*' in silence as. pro- 
found as his own. To the Saracen this gravitj 
was natural, and the Christian imitated his 
taciturnity, whUe he employed his thoughts on 
the singularity of his own situation, and the 
contrast betwixt the wild, furious gesticula- 
tions, loud cries, and fierce actions of Theo- 
dorick, vvhen they first met him, and the 
demure, solemn, decorous assiduity with 
which he now performed the duties of hospi- 
tality. 

When tlieir meal was ended, the hermit, 
who had not himself eaten a morsel, removed 
the fragments from the table, and placing 
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before the Saracen a pitcher of sherbet, as- 
signed to the Scot a flask of vi ine. 

a Drink, » he said, avay children, » — they 
were, the first words he had spoken, — «the 
gifts of God are to be enjoyed, when the Giver 
is remembered. tt 

Having said this, he retired to the outward 
(iell, probably for performance of his devo- 
tions, and left his gaests together in the inner 
apartment; when Kenneth endeavoured, by 
various questions, to draw from Sheerkohf 
what that Emir knew concerning his host. 
He was interested by more than mere curiosity 
in these inquiries. Difficult as it was to re- 
concile the outrageous demeanour of the re- 
cluse, at his first appearance, to his present 
humble and placid behaviour, it seemed yet 
more impossible to think it consistent with the 
higbconslderation in which, according to what 
Sir Kenneth had learned, this hermit was held 
by the most enlightened divines of the Chris; 
tian world. Theodorick, the hermit of En- 
gaddi, had, in that character, been the corre- 
spondent of popes and councils ; to whom his 
letters, full of eloquent fervour^ had described 
the miseries imposed by the unbelievers upon 
the Latin Christians in the Holy Land, in 
colours scarce inferior to those employed at the 
Council of Clermont by the Hermit Peter, when 
he preached the first crnsade. To find, in a 
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person so reverend, and so much revered, the 
frantic gestures of a mad fakir, induced the 
Christian knight to pause ere he could resolve 
to coinmunicate to him certain important mat- 
ters, which he had in charge from some of the 
leaders of the crusade. 

It had been a main ohject of his pilgrimage, 
attempted by a route so unusual, to make such 
communications; but what he had that night 
seep induced him to pause and reflect ere he 
proceeded to the execution of his commission. 
From the Emir he could not extract much in- 
formation, but the general tenor was as follows: 
— That, as he had heard, the hermit had been 
once a trave and valiant soldier, wise.in Coun- 
sel, and fortunate in battle, which last he could 
easily beUeve from the great strength and 
agility which he had often seen him display ; 
— that he had appeared at Jerusalem in the 
character not of a pilgrim, but one who had 
devoted himself to^d well for the remainder df 
his life in the Holy Land. Shortly afterwards, 
he fixed his residence amid the scenes of deso- 
lation where they now found him, respected 
by the Latins for hi& austere devotion, and by 
the Turks and' Arabs on account of the symp- 
toms of insanity which he displayed, and 
which they ascribed to inspiration. It was 
from them he had the name of Hamako, which 
expresses such a character in the Turkish 
language. Sheerkohf himself seemed at a loss 
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how to rank their host. He had been, he said, 
a wise man, and could often fok* many hotirs 
together speak lessons of virtue or wisdom, 
without the slight^stappearaneie of inaccuracy. 
At other times he was wild and violent, but 
never before had he seen him so mischievous- 
ly disposed as he had that day appeared to be. 
His rage wa(s chiefly provoked by any affront 
to his religion ; and jhere \^as a story of some 
wandering Arabs, who had msulted his wor- 
ship and defaced his altar, and whom he had 
on that account attacked and slain with the 
short flail, which he carri<;d with him in lieu of 
all other weapons. This incident had made 
much noise, and it was as much the fear of the 
hermit-s iron flail, as regard for his chai^cter 
asa Hamako, which caused the roving tribes 
to respect. his dwelling and his chapel. His 
fame had spread sO far, that Saladin had issued 
particular orders that he should be spared 
and protected; He himself, and other Moslem 
lords of rank, had visited the cell more than 
once, partly from curiosity, partly that they 
expected from a man so learned as the Chris- 
tian Hamako some insight into the secrets of 
futurity, r He had,>t continued the Saracen, 
«aBashid, or observatory, of great height, con-, 
trived to view the heavenly bodies, and parti- 
cularly the planetary system; by whose move- 
ments and influences, as both Christian and 
VOL. in. " 4 
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Moslem lydieved, the coorae of hutnan evams 
was regulated, and Inight be {)redicted. » 

Th^ was the substafoce of tke Emir Sheer*- 
bcdif s inforiBaCton, and it left Sir Keanedi io 
doubt Whether the character of insanity arose 
from the occasional excesdre fervetar of the 
hermit's zealy or whether k. was not altogether 
fictitious, and a^ukned for the sake of the im- 
Mcraities whidb it afforded. Yet it seepied 
duat they had carried dieir complaisance <o- 
Waft*d8%ifli to a A u&comtnonlength, considering 
€he ftaaticistn of the foIh>wers of Mohanancd, 
in the mid&t of whom he was living, though 
the professed enemy of their fiiith. He tbooght 
also there was more intimacy of acquaintance 
betwixt the hermiit and the Sa'i^acen, than die 
words of the latter hcKl induced him to antici- 
pate; and $t had not escaped him^ that the 
former had called <the latter by a nsaae diffe- 
rent from that which he himself had assumed. 
All these considieraltions authoriaed caotioti, if 
not suspicioti. . He determkied to observe bis 
host closely, and not -to be over hasty in oom<- 
municating with him on the importiint /chai^ 
intrusted to him. 

ft Beware, Saraceny» belaid ; « tnethio^ks our 
host's imagination wanders as well on the sub- 
ject of names as upon other matters^ Thy 
name is Sheerkohf, and he called d^eebntnow 
byanoliher.9 

a My name, when in the tent of my father, » 
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ineplied tbe Kurdmait, nimss iinkrim^ 4CmI by 
dns I a» duH di^tiiigiimfaed by mmoy. tir the 
fieU, and to ^diisiis, I amJiQoiwn'ag the Lwn 
of the Moootain, being the Jnaoie my good 
9Wordbath won f of m^.*^&tttbufib, the Hamako 
comes — it is to wzvn lis to rest-^I kinyw bis 
cu8toni*-*-n0iie must xvatch him 'at his vigils. » 

Th« ancfa^ite accordingly entered, and, 
foldiflig bis anas en his li06«>m ^s he «stood 
befoi« them, said with a solemn voiee,-^ 
ft Messed be His name, who hath ^appeinted 
th^ quiet uight to fclHow dsft fmsy day, and the 
calm sleep to refresli the itearred limbs, and 
to obntpose the troubled spirit. » 

Both warriors replied « Amen !«:a«id, rising 
froili the «able, prepared to betake thenoselTes 
to the QBUCkei ^hich their host indicated by 
waviiig his hand, as, making a 'rererefnce to 
eeoh, he again withdrew from the apartment. 

The Knight "^f the Leopard then disarmed 
himself [of 4ii9 heavy panoply, his Saracen com- 
panion kindly assisting him to undo his buckler 
and clasps, until he remained in the close dress 
of chamois leather, which knights^ and men-at- 
arms used to wear under their harness. The 
Saracen, if he had admired the strength of his 
adversary when sheathed in steel, was now no 
less struck with the accuracy of proportion 
displayed in his nervous and well-compacted 
figure. The knight, on the other hand, as, in 
exchange of courtesy, he assisted the Saracen 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 TALES OF THE CRUSADERS. 

to disrobe himself of his upper garments, that 
he might sleep with more convenience/ was^ 
on his side, at a loss to conceive how such 
slender proportions, and slimness of figure, 
could be reconciled with the vigour he had 
displayed in personal contest. 

Each warrior prayed, ere he addressed him- 
self to his place of r^st. The Moslem turned 
towards his kebla^ the point to which the prayer 
of each follower of the prophet was to be ad- 
dressed, and murmurisd his heathen orisons, 
while the Christian, withdrawing from the 
contamination of the infideFs neighbourhood, 
placed his huge cross-handled sword upright, 
and kneeling before it as thje sign of salvation, 
told his rosary ivith a devotion, enhanced by 
the recollection of the scenes through which 
he had passed, and the dangers from which he 
had been rescued in the course of the day. 
Both warriors, Worn by toil .and traviel, were 
S)pon fast asleep, each on his separate pallet. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Far io a wild, unlunowii to pabUc yiew, 
From youth to age a reverend hermit grew; 
The moss his bed, the cave his humble cell, 
His food the fruits, his drink tbe crystal wel) : 
Remote from men, with God he passed his days; 
Prayer all his business-^all his pleasure praise. 

Paehell. 

Kenneth, the Scot, was uncertain how long, 
bis senses had been lost in profound repose, 
when he was roused to recollection by a sense 
of oppression on his cheM, which a^ first sug- 
gested a flitting dream of struggling with a 
powerful opponent, and at length recalled him 
fully to his senses. He was about to demand 
who was there, when, opening his eyes, he be- 
held the figure of the anchorite, wild and sa- 
vage-looking as we have described him, stand- 
ing by his bed-side, and pressing his right hand 
upon his breast, while he held a small silver 
lamp in the other. 

tt Be silent, » said the hermit, ks the prostrate 
knight looked up in surprise; « I have that to 
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say to you which yonder infidel inqst not 
hear.» * 

These wordsr he spoke in the French lan- 
guage, an4 not in the Lingua Franca, or com- 
pound of Eastern and European dialects, which 
had hitherto been us^d amongst them. 

u Arise, » he cQqtinused, « do on thy mantle 
— speak not, but tread lightly, and follow me.» 

Sir Kenneth arose, and took bis sword. 

« It n^edft n;oty,9 atts^werad the ancbarite, in 
a whisper; « we.are going where spiritual arms 
avail much, and fleshly weapons are but as the 
reed and the decayed gourd.n 

The knight deposited his sword by the bed- 
side as before, and, armed only with his dag- 
ger, from which in this peoriloas comitry he 
ney«ir parted, prepared to attend his xnyste- 
rion^host. 

The hermit ihen mored alowly fww^ards^ 
asid was follovred by the knight, still under 
soiaue uncertainty whetbei: the dark form which 
glided on before to shew him the path^ ipras 
noc, in feet, the ereation of a disturbed dveam. 
They passed, like shadows,, into the outer 
apartment, without drstnrbing^ the Paynivn 
Emir, who lay sdU buried in repose. Befors 
the cross and altar, in the outward room, a 
lamp was still burning, a missd was displayed, 
and ^n the floor lay a diseipline^ or penitential 
scoiprge of small ^cord and wire, the lashea of 
which were recently stained with blood, a to- 
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Leu, DO doubt) of the severe penance of the 
reduse. Here Theodorick koqeled dcKwii) amd 
pointed to the kH%hi t0 take hisr ptoce heeide 
him upon the sharp fltiits, whieb seemed pltieed 
for the purpose of rendering the posture of 
renerential devotion as unQasyaa possible; he 
read many prayers of the Gatholie Quireb, and 
ehaatfid, ia a low biit camese voice^ thre^ ef 
the penitentiaf psalms* Theae last he inters 
mixed with sigha and tears, and cenvulsiva 
tkrebe, which bore wiliiess how deeply he fdtl 
the divine poetry which he recited% Thai 
Scottish knight assisted with profound sineew 
rity ^t these acts of devotion, his opinions of 
liis host beginning, in the mean time, to he so 
much changed, that he doubted whether, from 
the severity of his penance, and the ardour of 
his prayers, he ought not to regard him as a 
saint; and when they arose from the ground, 
he stood with reverence before him, as a pupii 
before an honoured master. The hermit was, 
oa hia side, silent and abairacted for the space 
of a few minutes* 

tt Look into yonder recc^is, my son, » he siiid, 
pointing to the farther eoroer of the oell ; « there 
thou wilt find a veil-m-bring^ it hither. » 

The knight obeyed ;i and, in. a small apertcire 
cut out of die wall, and secured with a d<K)r of 
wicker,' he fouad the veil inquired foo^ Wh4^n 
he brought it to tlie light, he discovered tha^ 
it was torn^ and soiled in some places with 
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soBie dark si|b$tanc€. The anchorite looked 
at k ^with a deep biiC smothered emotion, and 
ere l^ could speak to the Scottish knight, was 
compelled to vent his feelings in a convulsiye 
groan. 

tt Thou art now about to look upon the rich^ 
est treasure that the earth possesses, » he at 
length said; « woe is me; that my eyes are un- 
worthy to be lifted towards it! Alas! I am 
but the vile and despised sign, which points 
out to the wearied traveller a harbour of rest 
and security, but must itself rermain for ever 
without doors. In vain have I fled to the very 
depths of the rocks, and the very bosom of the 
thirsty desert. Mine enemy hath found me-^- 
even he whom I have denied has pursued me 
to my fortresses. » 

He paused again for a moment, and turning 
to the Scottish knight, said, in a firmer tone of 
voice, ^ You bring me a gr'eeting from Richard 
of England ?v 

a I come from the council of. Christian 
princes, » said the knight; « but the King of 
England b«ing indisposed, I am not honoured 
with his Majesty's commands. » 

a Your token ?» demanded the recluse. 
^ Sir Kenneth hesitated — former suspicions, 
add the marks of insanity which the hermit 
had formerly exhibited, rushed suddenly on 
his thoughts; but how suspect a man whose 
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manners were so saintly.^* My pass- word, » 
he said, « is this-^Kings begged of a beggar. » 

a It is right, » said the hermit, while he 
paused; « I know you well; but the sejitinel 
upon his post — and mine is an impdrtant one 
— challenges friend as well as foe.» 

He then moved forward with the lamp, lead- 
ing the way into the room which they had left* 
The Saracen lay on his couch, still fast asleep. 
The hermit paused' by his side^ and looked 
down on him. 

a He sleeps,^ he said, ain darkness, and 
must not be awakened.* 

The attitude of the Emir did indeed convey 
the idea of profound repose. One arm, flung 
across his body, as he lay with his face half 
turned to the wall, concealed, with its loose 
and long sleeve, the greater part" of his face; 
but the high forehead was yet visible. Its 
nerves, which during his waking hours were so 
uncommonly active, were now motionless as 
if the face had b^en composed of dark marble, 
and his long silken eye-lashes closed over his 
piercing and bawk-like eyes. ' The open and 
relaxed hand, and the deep, regular, and soft 
breathing, gave all tokens of the most profound 
repose. The slumberer formed a lingular 
group along -with the tall forms of the hermit 
in his shaggy dress of goat-skins, bearing the 
lamp, and the knight in bis close leathern coat; 
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tiie former with an aust^e expression of asce- 
tic gloom, the latter with anxious curiosity 
deeply impressed on his manly features. 

H He sleeps soundly, » said the hermit, in the 
same low tone as before, and repeating ' the 
words, though he had changed thct "meaning 
from that which is literal to a metaphorical 
sense, — n He sleeps in darkness, but there sh^i 
be for hirii a day-spring.— O^ Ilderim, thy 
waking thoughts are yet as> vain and wild as 
those which are wheeling their giddy d&nce 
through thy sleeping brain ; but the trumpet 
shall be heard, and the dreafm shall be dis- 
solved. » 

So saying, and making the knight a sign to 
follow him, the hermit went towards the ahar, 
and passing behind it, presaed a spring, which, 
opening without noise„ showed a siuaU iron 
door wrought in the side of the ca^erd, so a& 
to be almost imperceptible, unless upo» &e 
most severe scrutiny. The hermit, ere he 
ventured fully to open the door, dropt some 
oil on the hinges, which the lamp supplied. A 
small st£^ir-case, hewn iurthe rock, wasdiscover- 
ed, when the iron door was at length cob^ 
pletely opened, 

« Take the veil which I beld,» sakl the heiw 
mit, in a melancholy tone; « and blind minet 
eyes ; for I may hot look on the trensure which 
ihou art presently to behold, without sin and 
presumption.)* 
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WicfaoQC reply, the knigbt husfily mufBed 
the rec}iue^$ head in the veti, a^d the latter 
began to ascend the ^airease as one too iwiich 
accustomed to the way to require -the use of 
lifl^tj while at the same tiBae he heM the lamp 
to the Scot, who followed him for nHHuy steps 
up the narrow ascent. At length they rested 
in a small Tauih of irregular form, in one nook 
erf whidi the staircase terminated, while in 
another corner a corresponding stair was^ seen 
tf> continue the ascent. In a third angle was 
a Gothic door, very rudely ornamented with 
the usual attributes of clustered columns and 
earring, and defended by a wicket, strongly, 
guardcKl with iron, and studded with lai^e 
nails. To diis last point the hermit directed 
his steps, which seemed to falter as heapproach^ 
ed it. 

« Put off thy shoes, » he said to his attendant; 
ft the ground on which thou standest is holy. 
Banish from thy innennost heart ead:i profane 
and carnal thought, for to harbour such while 
in this plaice, were a deadly impiety. » 

The knight laid aside bis shoes as he was 
commanded, and the hermit stood in the mean- 
while as if communing with his $o«l in secret 
prayer; and when be again moved, command-^ 
ed the knight to knock at the wicket "three 
times. Jle did so. The door opened ^on- 
taa0ousty, at least Sir Kenneth bebeM no one, 
and his senses were at once assailed by a stream 
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bf the purest light, and by a strong and almost 
oppressive sense of the richest perfumes*- He 
stepped two or three paces back, and it \^as 
the space of a minute ere he recovered the 
dazzling and overpowering effects of the sud- 
denchange from darkness to light. 

When he entered the apartment in which 
this brilliant lustre was displayed, he perceiv- 
ed that the light proceeded from a combination 
of silver lamps, fed with purest oil, and sending 
forth the richest odours, hanging by silver 
chains from the Toof of a small Gothic chape), 
hewn, like most part of the hermit's, singular 
mansion, out of the sound and solid rock. 
But, whereas, in every other place which Sir 
Kenneth had seen, the labour employed upon . 
the rock had been of the simplest and coarsest 
description, it had in this chapel employed the 
invention and the chisels of the most able ar- 
chitects. The groined roofs rose from six co- 
lumns, on each side, carved with the rarest 
skill ; and the manner in which the crossings 
of the concave arches were bound together, as 
it were, with appropriate ornaments, were all 
in the finest'tone of the architecture and of the 
age. Corresponding to the line of pillars, 
there were on each side six richly wrougpbt 
niches, each of which contained the image of 
one of the twelve Apostles. . 

At the upper and eastern end of the chapel 
stood the altar, behind which a very rich cur- 
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tain of Persian silk, embroidered deeply ^ith 
gold, covered a recess, containing, uiKjuestion- 
ably, some image or relic of no ordinary 
sanctity, in honour of whom this singular place 
of worship had been erected. Under the per- 
suasion that this must be the case, the knight 
advanced to the shrine, and, kneeling down be- 
fore it, repeated his devotions with fervency, 
during which his attention was disturbed by 
the curtain being suddenly raised, or rather 
pulled aside, how or by whom he^aw not; but 
in the niche which was thus disclosed, he be- 
held a cabinet of silver and ebony, with a dou- 
ble folding door, the whole formed into the 
miniature resemblance of a Gothic church. « 
As he gazed with anxious curiosity on the 
shrine, the two folding doors also flew open, 
discovering a large piece of wood, on which 
were blazoned the words. Vera Crux, at the 
same time a choir of female voices sung Glo- 
ria Patri. The instant the strain had ceased, 
the shrine was closed, and the curtain again 
drawn^ and the knight who knelt at the altar 
might now continue his devotions undisturbed, 
in honour of the holy relic which had been 
just disclosed to his view. He did this under 
the profound impression of one who had wit- 
nessed, with his own eyes, an awful evidence 
of the truth of his religion, and it was some 
time ere, concluding his orisons, he arose, and 
ventured to look around him for the hermit, 
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trfao faftd ^guided him to this sacred and aiy*- 
-tt0ii0u& spot, fle beheld him, his head still 
vtttffled in the veil, which he had himself 
wcapped around it, couching, like a rated 
hound, upon the threshold of the chapel ; hoc^ 
apparently, vrithoat venturing to cross tt : che 
•holiest reverence, the *ino9t penitential re- 
morse, was expressed by his posture, which 
seemed that of ^ man home down and crashed 
to the 'earth by the burthen of his inward 
feelings. It seemed to the Scot, that only dife 
sense of the deepest penitence, remorse and 
humiliation, could have thus prostsated a 
frame so sirong, and a spirit so fiery. 

He approached him as if to speak, but the 
recluse anticipated bis purpose, mnrmuriag in 
rifled toiifes, &*om beneadb the fold in which 
his head was muffled, and which soonded hke 
a voice proceeding from the oenrmcnts of a 
coipse,-*-^« Abide, abide --^ happy -thou that 
may'st-^-^the vision is not yet ended.* — So 
saying, he reared himself from «he ground, 
drew back from the threshold on which he 
had hitherto lain prostrate, emd eleeed ^he 
door df the chapel, whddi, secuted by a ispraig- 
bolt within, the. snap of which iradomded 
through the chapel, appeared so much Uke a 
part of the Kving rock ft*<mi which the cavern 
was hewn, that Kenneth could hardly discem 
where the aperture had been. He was now 
alone in-«he lighted chapel, which contained 
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Ijbe relic to which lie had lately rendered his 
homage, withoat other ams than his d«^er, 
or other companioB Ihan bis pious thoughts 
and dauntless couitage. 

tJiicertaiB what was iKett to hi^en, but re- 
solved to abide die course of events, Sir 
Kjenneth paced tl^ solitary chapel, till about 
the time of the earliest cock-croWing^ At this 
dead season, when night and morning met 
together, he beard, but from what cfuarter he 
could tK>t discover, the sound of such a small 
silver bell as is i^uug at the elevation of the 
iiost, in the ceremony, or sacrifice, as it has 
been called, of the mass. The hour and the 
place rendered the sound fearfully solemn, 
and, bold as he ^as, the knight withdrew him- 
self into the farther nook of the chapel, at the 
end opposite to the altar, in order to observe, 
without internipdon, the consequences of 
this unexpected signal. 

He did not wait long ere the silken curtain 
was agsin withdrawn, and the relic Oigain pre- 
sented to his view. As he ^unk reverentially 
on his knee, he heard the si)und:of the lauds, 
or 'earliest office of th^ Catholic churdi, sung 
by female voices,, which undted tqgetl^er in 
the performance as they had done in the for- 
mer service. The knight was soon aware that 
the voices were no longer stationary in the 
distance, but approached the chapel and be- 
came louder, when a door, as imperceptible, 
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when, closed, .as that by which he had himself 
entered, opened on the other side of the vault, 
and gave the tones of the choir more room to 
swell along the ribbed arches of the roof. 

The knight fixed his eyes on the opening 
with breathless anxiety, and, continuing to 
kneel in the attitude of devotion which the 
place and scene required, expected the conse- 
quence of these preparations. A procession 
appeared about to issue from the door. First, 
four beautiful boys, whose arms, neck', and 
legs, were bare, showing the bronze complexion 
of the East, and contrasting with the snow- 
white tunics which they wore, entered the 
chapel by two and two. The first pair bore 
censers, which they swung from side to side, 
adding double fragrance to the odours with 
which the chapel already was impregnated. 
The second pair scattered flowers. 

After these followed, in due and majestic 
order, the females who composed the choir; 
six, who, from their black scapularies, an^ 
black veils over their white garments, appear- 
ed to be professed nuns of the order of Mount 
Carmel; and as many whose veils, being white, 
argued them to be novices, or occasional inha- 
bitants in the cloister, who were not as yet 
bound to it by vows. The former held in 
their hands large rosaries, while the younger 
and lighter figures who fallowed, carried each 
a chaplet of red and white roses. They moved 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. 89 

in procession around the chape), without. ap« 
pearing to take the slightest notice of Kennetliy 
although passing so near him that their rohes 
almost touched him; while they continued to 
sing, the knight doubted not that he was in 
one- of those cloisters where the noble Chris- 
tiao maidens had formerly openly devoted 
themselves to the services of the church. Most 
of them, had been suppressed since the Maho- 
metans had reconquered Palestine, but many, 
purchasing connivance by presents, or receiv- 
ing it from the clemency or contempt of the 
victors, still continued to observe in private 
the ritual to which their vows had consecrated 
them. Tet, though Kenneth knew this to be 
the case, the solemnity of the place and hour, 
the surprise at the suddeo appearance of thesQ 
votaresses, and the visionary manner in which 
they moved past him, had such influence on 
his imagination, that he could scarce conceive 
that the fair procession which he ^beheld was 
formed of creatures of this world, so much 
did they resemble a choir of supernatural 
beiugs, rendering homage to the universal ob«- 
ject of adoration. 

Such was the knight's first idea, as the pro- 
cession passed him, moving neither foot nor 
hand, save just sufficiently to continue tbeiv 
progress ; so that, seen by the shadowy aad 
religious light, which the lamps shed through 
the clouds -of incense which darkened the 

4- 
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apartment, they appeared rather to glide than 
to walk. 

But as a second time^ in surrounding the 
chapdiy they passed the spot on which he 
kneeled, one of the white-stoled maidens, as 
she glided hy him, detached from the chaplet 
which she catrried a rose-bud, which dropped 
from her fingers, perhaps unconsciously, on 
the foot of Sir Kenneth. The knight started 
as if a dart had suddenly struck his person ; 
for, when the mind is wound up to a high 
pitch of feeling and expectation, the slightest 
incident, if unexpected, gives fire to the train 
which imagination has already laid. But he 
suppressed his emotion, recollecting how easi- 
ly an accident so indifferent might have hap- 
pened, and that it was only the uniform mono- 
tony of the movement of the choristers, which 
ipade the incident in the slightest degree re- 
markable. 

. Still, while the procession, for. the third 
time, surrounded the chapel, the thought and 
the eyes of Kenneth followed exclusively her 
among the novices who had dropped the rose- 
bud. Her step, her face, her form, were so 
completely assimilated to the rest of the cho- 
risters, that it was impossible to perceive the 
least m^rks of individuality, and yet Kenneth's 
heart throbbed like a bird that would burst 
from its cage, as if to assure him, by its sym- 
pathetic suggestions, that the female who held 
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the right file on the second rank of the no- 
vices, was dearer to him, not only than all that 
were present, but than the whole sex besides. 
The romantic pa^$ion of love, as it was che- 
rished, and indeed enjoined^ by the rules of 
chivalry, associated well with the no less ro- 
mantic feelings of devotion ; and they might 
be said much more to enhance than to coun- 
teract each other. It was, therefore, with a 
glow of expectation, that had something even 
of a religious character, that Sir Kenneth, his 
sensations thrilling from his heart to the end 
of his fingers, expected some second sign of 
the presence of one, who, he strongly fancied, 
had already bestowed oh him the first. Short 
as the space was during which the procession 
again completed a third perambulation of the 
chapel, it seemed an eternity to Kenneth. At 
length the form, which he had watched with 
such devoted attention, dre\v nigh — there was 
ho difference betwixt that shrouded figure and 
the others, with whom it moved in concert 
and in unison, until, just as she passed for the 
third time the kneeling crusader, a part of a 
little and well-proportioned hand, so beauti- 
fully formed as to give the highest idea of the 
perfect proportions of the. form to which it 
belonged, stole through the foldsof the gauze, 
like a moon-beam through the fleecy cloud of 
a summer night, and again a rose-bud lay at 
the feet of the Knight of the Leopard. 
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Tbi& second intimation coald aot be acd^ 
de»tdl^t ooold not be fortuitous the resem- 
blance of that ha}f-»een, but beantifnl female 
hand, with one which his lip^ bad once touch^ 
ed, and while thej^ touched it, bed internally 
sworn allegiance to the lorely owner. Had 
ferther proof been wanting, there was the 
glimmer of that matchless^ ruby ring on that 
snow-white finger, whose invaluable worth 
Kenneth would yet have pris&ed less than the 
slightest sign which that finger could have 
made — ^nd, veiled too as 9he was, he might 
see, by chance, or by favour, a stray curl of the 
dark tresses, each hair of which was dearer to 
him an hundred times than a chain of massive 
gold. . It was the lady of his -love ! But that 
she should be ber&^id tho savage and seques^ 
tered desert— among vestals, who rendered 
themselves habitants of deserts and of caverns^ 
that they might perform in secret those Chris-*- 
tian rites which they dared not assist in openly 
— ^that this ^hoald be so — in truth and in rea- 
lity—seemed too incredible — it must be a 
dream — ^a delusive trance of the imagination. 
While these thoughts passed through the mind 
of Kenneth, the same passage, by which the 
procession had entered the chapel, received 
them on their return. The yonngf sacristans, 
the sable nuns, vanished suecessively through 
the open door — at length she from whom he 
had received this double intimation, passed 
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also — yet, in passinj;, turned her head^ slightly 
indeed, hut perceptiUyv towards the place 
w^here he remained fixed as an imagfe. He 
maiked the last wave of her veil— i^it was gone 
-*«-^nd a darkness sunk upon hia soul, scarce 
less* palpable than that which almost imme- 
diately enveloped his external sense; for the 
last chorister had no sooner crossed the thres- 
hold of the door, than it shut with a loud 
sound, and at the same instant the voices, of 
the choir were silent, the lights of the chapel 
were at once extinguished, and Sir Kenneth re- 
mained solitary, and in total darkness, fiut to 
Kenneth, solitude, and darkness, and the un* 
certainty of bis mysterious situation, was as 
nothing — he thought not of them — cared not 
for them — cared for nought in the world save 
the flitting vision which had just glided past 
him, and the tokens of her favour which she 
had bestowed. To grope on the floor for the 
buds which she had dropped— to press them 
to his lips — -to his bo8om«<-now alternately, 
now togetheiw-ta rivet his lips to the cold 
stones on which, as near as he could judge, 
she had so lately stept — ^to play all the extra- 
vagances which strong affection suggests and 
vindicates to those who yield themselves up 
to it, were but the tokens of passionate love, 
proper to all ages. But it was peculiar to the 
times of chivalry, that in his wildest rapture 
the knight imagined of no attempt to follow 
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or to trace the object of such romantic attach- 
ment; that he thopght of her as of a deity, 
^ho, having deigned to show herself for an 
instant to her devoted worshipper, was again 
returned to the darkness of her sanctuary— or 
as aq influential planet, which, having darted 
in some auspicious minute one favourable ray, 
wrapped itself again, in its veil of mist. The 
motions of the lady of his love were to him 
those of a superior being, who was to move 
without watch or control, rejoice him by her 
appearance, or depress him by her absence, 
animate him by her kindness, or drive him to 
despair by ner cruelty — all iat her own free 
will, and without other importunity or remon- 
-strjance than that expressed by the most de- 
voted services of the heart and - sword of the 
champion, whose sole object in life was to 
fulfil her commands, and, by the splendour of 
his own achievements, to exalt her fame. 

Such were the rules of chivalry, and of the 
love which was its ruling principle. But Sir 
Kenneth^s attachment was rendered romantic 
by other and still more peculiar circumstances. 
He had never evea heard the sound of bis 
lady^s voice, though he had often beheld her 
beauty with rapture. She moved in a circle, 
which his rank of knighthood permitted him 
indeed to approach, but not to mingle with; 
and highly as he stood distinguished for war- 
like skill and enterprize, still the poor Scottish 
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soldier was compelled to worship his divinity 
at a distance, almost as great as divides the 
Persian from the sun which, he adores. But 
when was the eye of woman too lofty to over- 
look the passionate devotion of a lover, how- 
ever inferior in degree? Her eye had been on 
him in the tournament, her ear had heard his 
praises , in the report of the battles which were 
daily fought; and whiie count, duke, and lord, 
contended for her grace, it flowed, unwillingly 
perhaps at first, or even unconsciously,jtowards 
the poor Knight of the Leopard, who, to sup- 
port his rank, had little besides his sword. 
When she looked, and when she listened, the 
lady saw and heard enough to encourage her 
in a partiality, which, had at first crept on her 
unawares. If a knight's personal beauty was 
praised, even the most prudish dames of the 
military court of England would make an ex- 
ception in favour of the Scottish Kenneth; 
and it oftentimes happened, that notwithstand- 
ing the large largesses which princes and peers 
bestowed on the minstrels, an impartial spirit 
of independence would seize the poei, and 
the harp was swept to the heroism of one, who 
had neither palfries nor garments to bestow 
in guerdon of his applause. 

The moments when she listened to the 
praises of her lover became gradually more 
and more dear to the high-born Edith, reliev- 
ing the flattery with which her ear was weary, 
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and presenting to her a subject, of sea^ei con-> 
templationy mora worthy 9 as he seemed by gfs- 
neral report^ than those who surpassed him in 
rank and in the gifts of fortune. As her atten- 
tion became constantly, though cautiously, 
fixed on Sir Kenneth, she grew more and nM>re 
convinced of his personal devotion to herself, 
and more apd more certain in her mind, that 
in Kenneth of Scdtland^he beheld the fated 
knight doomed to share with her through weal 
and woe — and the prospect looked gloomy and 
dangerous — the passionate attachment to 
which the poets of the age ascribed such uni- 
versal dominion, and which its manners dud 
morals placed neariy on the same rank wiih 
devotion itself. 

Let us not disguise the truth from o^r read- 
ers^ When Edith became aware of the state 
of her own sentiments, chivalrous as w^ere her 
sentiments, becoming a maiden not distant 
from the throne of England-^gratified as her 
pride must have been with the mute though 
unceasing homage rendered to her by the 
knight whom she had distinguished, there 
were moments when the feelings of the wo- 
man, loving and beloved, murmured agaiost 
the restraints of state and form by which sb0 
was surrounded, and when she almost blamed 
the timidity of her lover, who seemed resolved 
not to infringe them. The etiquette, to use a 
modem phrase, of birth and rank, had drawa 
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aroiHid her a magical eircle, beyond which Sit 
Kenneth might indeed bow and gaze, but 
within which he coold no more pass, than an 
evoked spirit can transgress the boundaries 
prescribed by the rod of a powerful enchanter. 
The thought involuntarrly pr<9ssed on her, that 
she herself must venture, were it but the point 
of her fairy foot, beyond the prescribed boun- 
dary, if she ever hoped to gif e a lover, so re- 
served and bashful, an opportunity of so slight 
a favour, as but to salute her shoe-^tie. There 
was an example^ the noted precedent of the 
« King's daughter of Hungary,» who thus ge- 
nerously encouraged the « squire of low de- 
gree ;» and Edith, though of kingly blood, was 
no king's daughter, any more than- her lover 
was of l6w degree— fortune had put no such 
extreme barrier in obstacle to their affections. 
Something, however, within the maiden's bo- 
som—that modest pride, which throws fetters 
even on love itself — forbade her, notwithstand- 
ing the superiority of her condition, to make 
those advances, which, in every case, delicacy 
demands from male lovers; above all, Sir Ken- 
neth was a knight so gentle and honourable, 
so fully accomplished, as her imagination at 
least suggested, with the strictest feelings of 
what was due to himself and to her, that how- 
ever constrained her attitude might be while 
receiving his adorations, like the image of some 
deity, who is neither supposed to feel nor to 
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•reply to tbe lx<Mnage:of its votaries^ still tke 
idol feared that to step prematurely fnovi^'her 
pedestal, would be to degrade herself in the 
eyes of her dev6ted /worshipper. 

Yet the devout adorer of an actual idol can 
even discover signs of approbation m the rigid 
and immovable feature of a marble image, 
and it is no wonder that somethingy which 
could be . as favourably interpreted, glanced 
from the bright eye of the lovely Edith, whose 
beauty, indeed, consisted rather more in diat 
very power of expression, than on absoloie 
regularity of contour, or brilliancy of complex- 
ion. Some slight marks of distinction had 
escaped . from her, notwithstanding her o wo 
jealous vigilafice, else how: could our Kenneth 
have so readily, and so undoubtingly, recog*- 
nized the lovely hand, of which scarce two 
fingers were visible from under the veil, or 
how could ha have rested so thoroughly assur^ 
ed,that two flowers successively dropt on the 
spot, were intended as a recognition on the 
part of his ladylove? By -what train of obser^ 
vation — by what secret signs, looks, or gestures 
— by what instinctive free-masonry of love, 
this degree of intelligence came, to subsist be- 
tween Edith and her lover, we cannot attempt 
to trace ; for we are old, and such slight vestiges 
of affection, quickly discovered by younger 
eyes, defy the power of ours. Enough, that 
sucb.affectioo (Ud subsist between parties .who 
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had never even spoken to ones^npther, though, 
on the side of Edith, it was checked by a deep 
sense of the difficulties and dangers which 
must necessarily attend the further progress of 
their attachment, and upon that of the knight 
by a thousand doubts and fears, lest he had 
over-estimated the slight tokens of the lady's 
notice, varied as they necessarily were, by 
long intervals of apparent coldness, during 
which, either the fear of exciting the observa* 
tion of others, and thqs drawing danger upon 
her lover, or that of sinking in his esteem by 
seeming tofo willing to be won, made her be- 
have with ifidifferenoe, iaad as ii xmob^erySLnt 
of his jpresefice/' 

This narrative, tedious perhapa, but whieh 
the story renders necessary, may serve to ex* 
plain the sl»t& of intelltgenoe^ if it deserved 
so strong a same, betwixt dae lovers, when 
Edith's unexpected appearance in the chapel 
produced so stpong an effect on the feelings of 
her knight/ ' : 
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Their necrooiaDtic forms in'vaiB 
Haunt us on the tented plain; 
We bid these spettre snapes ayaunt, 
Ashtairoth and Termagaunt. 

Waktom. 

The most profound sileace, the most deep 
darkness, continued to brood for more thain an 
hour over the chapel in which we left 'the 
Knight of the Leopard still kneeling, alternate- 
ly expressing thanks to Heaven, and gratitiide 
to his lady, for the boon which had been voucb- 
'$afied to him.' His own safety, his.own destiny, 
for which he ^as at all times little anxious, 
\iad not now the weight of a grain of dust in 
bis reflections. He was in the neighbourhood 
ofXady Edith, he had received tokens of her 
grace, he was in a place hallowed by relics of 
the most awful sanctity. A Christian soldier, 
a devoted^over, could fear nothing, think of 
nothing, but his duty to Heaven, and his devoir 
to his lady. 

At the lapse of the space of time which we 
have noticed, a shril) whistle, like that with 
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wbich^ a iBlconer ca)ls bis hawk, wa& heard %o 
ring sharply through the vaulted chapel. ' k 
was a sound ill suited tq the place, apd remind- 
ed Kenneth how necessary it was he should be 
upon his guard. He started from his knee, and 
laid his hand upon his poniard. A creaking 
sound, a^ of a screw or pulleys, succeeded, and 
a light streaming upwards, as from anopeiiing 
in the floor, shewed that a trap-door had been 
raised or depressed. ^ In less than a minute, a 
long skinny. arni, partly naked, partly clotl\ed in 
a sleeve of red samrtc, arose out of the aper- 
ture, holding a lamp as high as it could stretch 
upwards, and the figure to which the arm be- 
longed, ascended step by step to the level of 
the chapel floor. The form and face of the 
being who thus presented himself, were those 
of a frightful dwarf, with a large head, a cap 
fantastically adorned with three peacock-fea- 
thers, a dress of red samite, the richness. of 
which rendered his ugliness more conspi- 
caous, distinguished by gold bracelets and 
armlets,, and a white silk sash, in which he 
Wore a gold-hilted dagger. This singular fi.- 
gure had in his left hand a species of broom. 
So soon as he had stepped from the aperture 
through which he arose, he stood still, and, as » 
if to show himself more distinctly^ moved. the 
lamp which he held slowly over his face and 
person, successively illuminating his wild. and 
fantastic features, and his mishapeii, but ner- 
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▼o»& Iimbs« Though ciisproppitiobed ih per* 
8on, the dwaff was not so distorted iis to argue 
«ny want of strength or activity. While Sir 
Kenneth gazed, on this disagreeable object,, the 
popular creed occurred to his remerabrance, 
concerning the gnomes, or earthy ^irits,.wbich 
tdkke their abode in ttiexaveros of the earth ; 
and s6 much did this figure correspofid \yfth 
ideas he had foroted of their appearance, that 
ho looked on it with disgust, mingled not in- 
deed with f6ar, but that sort of awe which the 
presence of »asupem»turgtl creature may infuse 
into the most Srteady. bosom. ^ 

The dwarf again whistled, and summoned 
from beneath a companion who rivalled him 
in ugliness. This second figure ascended in 
the same manner as the first; but it was a 
female arm, in this^ second instance, which 
upheld the lamp from the subterranean vault 
Out of wbich these presentments ascended, 
€uid>it wasa female form, much resembling that 
of the former in sh^pe and proportions, which 
slowly emerged* from thq floor. Her dress 
vvas aJso. of red samite, fantastieally cut and 
frounced, as if she had been dressed for some 
exhibition of mimes or jugglers, and with the 
same minuteness which her predecessor had 
exhibited, she passed the lamp- over her face 
and person, which seemed to rival the male in 
ugliibess. ' But' with'Sill this most unfavourable 
exterior, ther.e> was'oqme trait in the^features of 
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bocb, which argued alertness and intelligence 
in the most acute degree. This arose from 
the britiiancy of their eyes, which, dteep-set 
beneath black and shaggy brows, gleamed 
with a brilliancy, which, like that.in the eye of 
the toad, seemed to make some amends for the 
extreme ugliness of countenance and person. 
Sir Kenneth remained as if spell-bonnd; 
while this unlovely pair, moving around the 
chapel close to each other, seemed to perform 
the duty of sweeping it like menials; but as 
they used only, one hand, the floor Was not 
much benefited by the exercise, which they 
plied -with such oddity of gestures and man* 
ner, m befitted thetr bizarre and fantastic 
appearance. When they approached near 
to the knight, in the <;ourse of their occu- 
pation, they ceased to nge their .brooms, 
and placing' themselves side by sid;e, -directly 
opposite to Sir Kenneth, they sgsrtn ^lowty 
shiifted the lights which they held; so as to 
a)k>\^ him distinctly tdsoi*rey features which 
were not 'rendered more »agreiB89>le* by being 
broogfat more near, and' to observe the extreme 
quickness and keeime^s wrth^ v^hith- their 
black add ghttering eyes fla^J' back the 
Kgbt of the IaniJ*)s. They then turned the 
gleam of both lights upon the knight, sind 
having accurately surveyed him, turned their 
faces to each other, and set up a loud yelling 
laugh, which resounded in his ears'. The 
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sound was so ghastly, that Sic Kenneth started 
at hearikig it, and hastily demanded in the 
name, of God who they were who profened 
that holy place with such antic gestures and 
elritch exclamations. ' 

.tt4 am the. dwarf Nebectamus,» said. the 
abortion-seeming male, in a voic« correspond- 
itig to his figure, and resembling the voice of 
the night-crow more than any. sound which is 
heard by day-hght. 

. « And I am Guenevra, his lady and his love,» 
replied the female, in tones which being shril- 
ler, were yet wilder than those of. her com- 
panion. 

« Wherefore are you here?» again demanded 
the knight, scarcely yet assured that it was hu- 
man beings which he saw before him. 

« I am,i> replied the male dwarf, with much 
assilmed gravity and digqity, athe twelfth 
Imaum — I am Mahommed Mdhadi^ the guide 
and the conductor of thb faithful. An hundred 
horses stand' ready saddled for me and my 
train at the Holy City and as many at the City 
of Refuge. I am he who shall bear witness, 
and this is one of my houris.» 

• Thou liestl» answered the, female, inter- 
rojpting her .companion in tones yet shriller 
than his own; « I am none of thy houris, and 
thou art no such infidel trash as the Mahom- 
med of whom thou speakest. May my curse 
rest upon his coffin ! — I tell thee, thou ass of 
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Issachar, tbo'u art King Arthur oF Britain; 
whom the fairies stole away from the fields 
of Avalon ; and I am Dame Guenevra, famed 
for her beauty.w 

a But in truth, noble sir,^ said the male, a ive 
are distressed princes dwelling under the wing 
of KingGuy of Jerusalem, untith^ was driVen 
out f^rom his o^n nest by the. foul infidels — 
Heaven's bolts consume them !» 

a Hush, V said a voice, from the side upon 
which the Knight had entered —« hush, fools, 
and begcNie; your ministry is ended.v 

The dwarfs had no sooner heard the com- 
mand, than gibbering in discordant whispers 
to each other, they blew out their lights at 
once, and left the knight in utter darkness, 
which, when the pattering of their retiring 
feet had difed away, was soon accompanied by 
its fittest companion, total silence. ' 

The knight felt the departure of these un- 
fortunate creatures a relief. He could not, 
from their language, manners, and appearance, 
doubt that they belonged to. the degraded 
class of beings, whom deformity ofperson, and 
weakness of intellect, recommended to the 
painful situation of appcndeiges to great fami- 
lies, where their persona) appearance and im- 
becility were food for merriment to the house- 
bold. Superior in no reject to the ideas and 
manners of his time, theScottisH knight might, 
at another period, have been much amused by 
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the mumiDery of these poor effigiea of hu-. 
inanity; but now their appearance,^ gesticula- 
tions, and language, broke the train of deep 
and solemn feeling with which he was im- 
pressed, and he rejoiced ii^ the disappearance 
of tlie unhappy objects. 

A few minutes after they had retired, the 
door at^^hich he had enter^ opened slowly, 
and, remaining ajar, discovered a faint light 
arising from a lantern pjlaced upon the thresh- 
old. Its doubtful and wavering gleam shewed 
a dark form reclined, beside the entrance, bat 
without its precincts, which, on approaching 
if more nearly, he recognized to be the her- 
mit, couching in the same humble. postiire in 
which he had at first laid himself down, and 
which doubtless he had retained during the 
whole time of his guest's continuing in the 
chapel. 

« AH is over, » said the hermit, as he heard 
the knight approaching — « and the most 
wretched of earthly , sinners, with him who 
should think himself most honoured andtno^t 
happy among the race of humanity, must 
retire from this place. Take the light, and 
guide me down the descent, for I may. not 
UQCover my eyes until I am far from this hal- 
lowed spot.v ' , ' ^ ■ 

The Scottish knighf obeyed in silence, for a 
solemn and yet ecstatic sense of what he had 
seen had silenced even the eager workings of 
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cuuriosity^ He led the way, with coadiderable 
aixfftFacy, through the Various secret passages 
«cid;stairs by whichrthey hatf ascended, until 
at lenigtb they found themselves in the ootward 
cell of tha bermit's cavern . 

K The condernojejd crin^^knalis i%st0#ed id his 
dungeon, reprieved from cme miserable day to 
anolfhierytuatil htg awiful Judge ^b^i si. lenjf^th 
3ppoi&| the.Mfiell <d6sj&pved'$enien^>e^tO' be <:ar- 
ried into execution. » ' 

As the; hermit $poie these words, he laid 
aside the veil with which his. eyes Had been 
bounds and labked at it witli a suppressed and 
hbllpw sigh. No sooner had he- restored it to 
the crypt from which he had caused the Scot 
to bring it, thai) he said hastily and sternly to 
his companion — « Begone, begone — to rest, to 
rest. You may sleep —you can sleep — I neither 
can, nor may. » 

Respecting the profound agitation with 
which this was spoken, the knight retired into 
the inner cell; but casting back his eye as he 
left the exterior grotto, he beheld the anchorite 
stripping his shoulders with frantic haste of 
their shaggy mantle, and ere he could shut the 
frail door which separated the two copartments 
of the cavern, he heard the clang of the scourge 
of the victim, and the groans of the penitent 
under his self-inflicted penance. Axold shud- 
der came over the knight as he reflected what 
could be the foulness of the sin, what the 
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depth of the rettiorse, which, apparently, such 
severe penance coold deithe^ cleanse nor as- 
suage. He tojd his beads devoutly, and flung 
hifnself on his rude couch, after a glance at 
the still sleeping Moslem, ai^, wearied by the 
various scenes of the ,day and the night,^soon 
slept as sound as infancy. Upon hi^ awaking 
in the morning, he held certain -conferences 
upon matters of importlance, Vhich induced 
him to remain for two days longer in the 
grotto. He was regular, as became a pilgrim, 
in his devotional exercises, but was'not again 
admitted to .the chapel in which he had seen 
such wonders. 
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( 

Now change the scene — add let the trumpets sound, 
• For we must rouse- the lion frora'his lair,. 

/ > Old Play, 

Thb scene most change, as -our program has 
aniM)uiiced, from the mountain wilderness of 
Jordan to the camp of King Richard of Eng- 
land, then stationed betwixt Jean d'Acre and 
Ascsdon; and containing that army with which 
he of the Lion. Heart had promised himse^lf a 
triumphant marqh to Jerusalem, and in which 
he would probably have succeeded, if- not 
hindered, hy the jealousies of the CHristian 
princes engaged in the same enterprize, and 
the offene^. tjaken by them at the uncurbed 
haughtines& of the English monarch, and the 
contempt which he exhibited for the sove- 
reigns, who, his equals in rank, were yet far 
his inferior's in courage, hardihood, and mili- 
tary talents. . Such discords, and particularly 
those betwixt Richard and, Philip of France, 
created disputes and obstacles which impeded 
every active measure proposed by the heroic 
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though impetuous Richard, while the ranks 
of the crusaders were daily thinned, nat only 
by the desertion of individuals, but of entire 
bands, headed by their respective feudal 
leaders, who withdrew from a contest in which 
they had ceased to hope for success. 

The effects of the climate became, as usual, 
fatal to soldiers from the north, and the more 
so that the dissolute licence of the^ crusaders, 
forming a singular contrast to the, principles 
and purpose of their taking up arms, rendered 
them more easy victims to the insalubrious 
influence of burning, heat and chilling^ dews; 
To. these discouraging causes df losg^asto'be^ 
added the sword of the enemy. Saladin, than 
whom no greater name is recorded in Eastern' 
history, had learnt, toliis fatal experience,- that 
his light-arm«d followers were little able to 
meet in-close -enGounterMvith -the 'iron-dad 
Friinks, and, at the ssEme tifne, to appreheavt 
and dread the ad vetiturolis character of his an- 
tagonist Richard. But if his armies were mof e 
than once routed with g^eat slaughter, his 
numbers ' gave him the advantage in those 
lighter skirmishes, 6f which tnanywei»e inevit-' 
able. A'S the army of his assailants decreased, 
the enterprizes of the Sultan beddme morenu-^ 
merous, and more boJd, in this species df petty 
vVarfere. The camp of the crusaders was sur^ 
rounded^ and almost besieged, by clouds of 
light cavalry, resembling swarms of wasps, easi- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. Ill 

ly crushed when th^y are once grasped^ hot 
foraisbed ivith^vings; to elude superior strength, 
and 8tiogs to inflict hann aiid mischief. There 
was perpetual warfare of- posts and foragers, 
in which many valuable lives were lost , with- 
out any corresponding object being . gained ; 
convoys were intercepted , and communica- 
tions weire* cut off. The crusaders had to 
purchase the means of. sustaining life, by life 
itself; and water,' like that of the well of Beth- 
lehem, longed for by King David, one of its 
ajacient monarchs, was then, as before, only 
obtained 'by th6 expenditure ofJblood. - 

These evils were, in a great measure, coun.- 
terbalanced by the stern resolution and restless 
activity of King Richard, who, witk some of 
his b^st knights, was ever on hdrseback, ready 
to repair to any point wheredanger occurred, 
and often, novonly bringing unexpected suc- 
cour to the Christians, but discomfiting the in<- 
fidels when they seemed Anost secure of victory. 
But even the iron framre of Coeur'de Lion could 
not support, without injury, the akemations c^ 
the unwholesome climate, jdined to ceaseless 
exertions of body and mind. He became af- 
flicted with one of those slovv and wasting 
Severs peculiar to Asia, and in despite ef his 
great strength, and still greater courage, grew 
first unfit to mount upon horseback, and then 
unable ^ attend the councils of war, which 
were, from tiine to time, held by the crusaders. 
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It was difficult to say whetber this state of per- 
sonal -kiactiyity was rendered more galling or 
more endurable to. the English iponarch , by 
the resolution of the council- to engage, in a 
truce of thirty days with the Sultan Saladixi; 
for, on the one hand, if he v\$s incensed at the 
delaty which this interposed to the progress of 
the great enterprize, he was, on the other^ 
jsomewhat ck>nsoled by knowing that others 
were not acquiring laurels, while herenjained 
inactive upon a sick bed. ^ 

That, how ever,, which Coe;iir de Lion could 
least excuse, was the general inactivity which 
prevailed in the camp of the crusaders^-^o soon 
as his illness assumed a serious aspect ; and the 
repprts, which he extracted from h») unwilling 
attendaqts, gave hj^m; to- understand,, that the 
hopes of the host had abated in proportion to 
his illness, and that the interval of truce was 
employed, not in recruiting their numbers, 
reanimating their courage, fostering their spirit 
of' conquest, and preparing for a speedy and 
iletermined advance upon the Holy City,' which 
was the object of their expedition, but \n se-. 
curing the camp occupied by their diminished 
followers, with trenches, palisades, and other 
fortifications, as if preparingi rather to repel 
an attack from a powerful enemy so soon as 
hostilities should recommence, than to assume 
the .proud character of conquerors and asspU*^ 
an(s. 
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The Edgligh kin^ chafed under these re- 
ports^ iike the imprisoned lion viewing bis 
prey from the iron-barriers of his cag6. Natu- 
rally rash- and impetuous, the irritability of his 
temper preyed on itself. He wds dreaded by 
his attendants, and' even the medical a^istant^ 
feared to assume* the necessary tmthority, 
which- a physician, to do justice to his patient, 
must needs exercise over hitai One feithfnl 
baron, who, perhaps, from- the congenial na- 
tore of his. disposition, was devoutly attached 
to- the King's person,- dared aTone to come 
between the dragon and his wrath, and quiet-* 
lyv but firmly, maintained a* control which no 
other dared asdume ovei* the dangerous in- 
valid, and which Thomas de Moiton only 
exercised, because he. esteemed his sovereign'* 
life and honotiV more than he did the degree 
of favour which* he might lo«e, or even theT 
risk which he might incur, in- nursing a pa- 
tient so intractable, and whose displeasure was 
so perilous. ' 

8ir Thomar was the lord of Oilslandy in 
Cumberland, and, in an age when simame» 
and titles were not distinctly attached, as now, 
to the individuals who bore them, he was 
(tailed by the Norilians the Lord de Vaux, and 
in English, by the Saxons, who dung to their 
native -language, and were proud of the share 
of Saxon blood in th^s renowned warrior's 
veins, he was termed Thomas, or more fami- 

5. 
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liarly, Thorn of the (Sills, or Narro'yv Valley, 
from which his l^xtensive domains derived 
their well-known appellation. ' "\ 

^This jchief had been exercised kl almost all 
'the wars, whether waged betwixt Englatfd and 
Scotland, or amongst the various domestic Mic- 
tions wiiich ^then tore the former country 
asunder, and in all had been- distioguished, as 
well from his military conduct as his personal 
prowess. He was, in other i:espeqts, a rude 
soldier, blnnt and careless iu his bearing, and 
taciturn, nay, almost sullen, in bis habits of 
society, and seeming, at least, to. di$([jaim all 
knowledge of policy and of courtly art. There 
were, oen, however, who pretended to look 
deeply into character, who asserted'that die 
Lord de Vaux wa& not less-. shrewd and as- 
piring, than he was blunt and bold, and who 
thought, that, while he assimilated himself to 
the King's own character of blunt hardihood, 
it was, in some degree at least, with an eye to 
establish his. favoq^r, and to gratify his! own 
hopes of deep-laid ambition. But no one 
cared to thwart his schemes, if such h^ had, 
by rivalling him in the dangerous occupation 
of daily attendance on the sick bed of a pa- 
tient, whose disease was pronounced infec- 
tious, and more especially when it was re- 
membered that the patient was Coeur de Lion, 
suffering under all the furious impatience of a 
&oldier withheld from battle, and a sovereign 
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sequestered From aujtfaorityvdnd the eommoB 
soldiers, at ledst in the English urmy, were 
generaUy of opinion that De Vaux attended on 
the King like comrade upon comrade, in the 
honest and disinterested frankness of military 
friendship contracted between the partakers 
of daily dangers. 

It was on the decline of ^ Syrian day 'that 
Richard lay^ on his couch of sipkness, loathing 
it as much in mind as his illness made it irk- 
some to his body. His bright blue eye, which 
at all times shone with^ uncommon keenness 
and splendour, had its vivacity augmented by 
fever and mcQtal impatience, aqd glanced 
from among his curied and unshorn locks of 
yellow hair, as fitfully and as vividly, as the 
last gleams of the^un shoot through the clouds 
of an approaching thunderrstormj which stilly 
however^ are gilded by its beams. His manly 
features shewed the progress of wasting ill* 
ness, and his beard, neglected And untrimmed, 
had overgrown both lips knd chin. Flinging 
himself from side to side, now clutching to- 
wards him the coverings, which at the next fno- 
ment be flung as impatiently from bim^ bis 
tossed couch and impatient gestures shewed at 
once the eniergy and the reckless impatience 
of a disposition, whose natural sphere wa& 
that of the most active exertion. 

Beside his couch stood Thomas de Vaux, iui 
face, attitude, and manner^- the strongest pos- 
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•ible. contrast to the saiferiiig monarch. His 
stature approached the gigaatic, ^nd his hair 
iii^ •thickness might have resembled that of 
Sampson^ though ^ealy after .the- Jsraelitisli 
champion's locks hfid passed under tiie shears 
of the Philistioes;^ for those of'De Vaax were 
ciU short, that they might be iDcioeed ander 
his. helmet. The light of his: broad, large hazel 
eyey resembled'that of the autumn morn, and 
it was oiily perturbed fpr a* moment^ when 
from time to time it \¥as attracted byRich*- 
ard's vehement marks of agitation andresdess- 
ness. His feai?ures, though maasiv^s like his 
person^ might have been handsome before 
they were defaced with scars; his upper lip, 
afjter the fashion of the-Noiman|, was corered 
widi thick moustachips, which grew so long 
and luxuriantly as to mingle with his hair, and, 
like his hair, were dark brown, slightly brin^ 
died with grey< His frame seemedof tha^kiDd 
which most readily defies both toil and climate, 
for he was thin-flanked, broeid«chested, long- 
armed, deep-breathed, and strong-limbed. He 
had not laidasidehis buff-coat, which<lisplayed 
the cross cut on the shoulder, for more than 
three nights, enjoying but -such momentary re- 
pose as the warder of a' sick monarch's couch 
might by snatches indulge. He mrely changed 
his posture, except to administer to* Richard 
the inedicirxe or refreshments, which none of 
his less fevonred attendants could persuade 
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-diiieimpalienc. monarch to take ; and there was 
sotnethiog affecting in the kindly,^ yet £iwk* 
ward manlier, in which he discharged offices 
so^traogely cotitrastednvith his blnntfind sol- 
dierly habits and manners* 

The pavilion in which these personages 
werc'hdd, as* became the time, as weil as the 
personal charaq|er:of Richard, more of a war- 
like than a suinptuoasor royal' character. Wea- 
pons offensive and defebsiTe, several of them 
of strange and newly- invented construction, 
were scattered about the tented apartment; or 
disposed upon the pillars which supported 
it. . Skins of animals slain' iii the chase were 
stretched on the ground, or extended along 
the sides of the pavilion, and, upon a heap of 
tbese sylvan spoils, lay three alanSy .as they 
were then called, (wolf-greyhound$ that is) 
of the largest size, and as white as- snow. 
Their faces, marked with many a scar from 
clnteh and fang; showed their share in collect- 
ing the- trophies upon- which they reposed, 
and their eyes, fixed from time to time with 
an expressive stretch and yawn upon the bed 
of Richard, showed' how much they mat*velled 
at- and regretted the unwonted inactivity 
which they were cdmpelled to share. These 
were b»t the accompaniments of the soldier 
and huntsman ; but, on a small table close by 
the bed, was placed a shield of wroaght steel, 
of triangular form, bearing the three lions 
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passant, first assumed by the ckivalrous mo- 
narch, and before it the golden circlet, re- 
sembling much a ducal t^orooet, only that it 
^as higher in front than behind, which, with 
the purple velvet an4 embroidered tiara that 
Jined it, formed tlren the emblem of England's 
sovereignty.. Beside it, as i£ prompt for de- 
fending the regal* symbol, lay^ mighty curtal- 
aijLe, which would have \vearied the, arm of 
any (Other than Coeur de Lion. , 

In an. outer partition of the pavilion waited 
two or three officers of. the royal household, 
(depressed, anxious for their. master^s health, 
and not less so for their own safety,, in case 
of his decease Their gloomy apprehensions 
spread themselves to the warders without, 
who pacetd about in downcast and silent con- 
templation, or^ resting on their halberds, 
stood motionless on their pos^, rather lij^e 
armed trophies than living warriors, 

mJSo thou hast no. better news to bring me 
from without. Sir Thomas? » said the. King, 
after a long and perturbed • silence, spenjt in 
the feverish agitation which we h^ve endea-. 
voyred to describe^ 

ft All our knights turned women, and our 
ladies become deyotees, and neither a spark 
of valour jior of gallantry to enlighten a camp, 
which contains the choicest of Europe's chi- 
valry — Ha ! » 
. «The truce, my lprd,» said De Vaux, with 
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the same patience with which he had twetity 
times repeated the explanation — a the truce 
prevents us bearing ourselves as men of action; 
and, for the ladies, I am no great revell^, as. 
is. well known to' your Majesty, and ^seldom 
exchange steel and buff for velvet and gojd — 
but thus far I know, that our choicest beauties 
are w^itingupon the Queen s Majesty and the 
PrinciB^s, . to a pilgrimage to the convent of 
Engaddi, to accomplish their vows for your 
Highnesses deliverance from thi« trouble. » 

a And is it thus,» said Richard, with the 
impatience of indisposition, « that royal Aa* 
trons and maidens should risk themselves, 
where the dogs who defile the land have as 
little truth to man as they have faith towards 
God?)> 

« Nay, my lord, » said De Vaiix, « they have 
Saladiu s word for their safety. » 

« True, true ! » replied Richard, « and I did 
the heathen Soldan injustice — I owe him re- 
paration for it — would to God I were but fit to 
offer it him upon my body between the two 
hosts-^Christendom and Heathenesse both 
looking on I » 

As Richard spoke, he thrust his right drm 
out of bed. naked to the shoulder, and, pain- 
fully raising himself in his couch, shook his 
clenched hand, as if it grasped sword or battle- . 
axe, and was then brandished oyer the jewel- 
led turban of the Soldan. It was not without 
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a gentle degree of violence, which the King 
would 9carc,e h^ye- endured from another, chat 
De Vaux, i» his character of sick^tirse,' com- 
pelled his royal ma^er to replace himself in 
the couch, and covered his' Sinewy arm, neck, 
and shoulders, with the care which 'a' mother 
hestows upon an impatient child. 

((Thou art a ^ rough nurse, though h willing 
one, De Vaux^» said the King,. laughing with 
a bitter expression, while he submitted to 
the stren^gth which he .was npable to resist; 
«inethinks a coif would become' thy lowering 
feafbres^ as- well as a child's biggin would 
beseem mine. We should be a babe and 
nurs^e to frighten girJs with. » 

«.We have frightened men in our time, my 
liege, » said De Vaux: «attd, I trust, may live 
to frighten them again. ^ What is a fever- fit, 
that we should not endure it patiently, in 
ordei* to get rid of it easily ?» 

« Fever-fit 1« exclaimed -Richard, impe- 
tuously; a thou mayest think, and justly,.that 
it is a fever-fit with me ; but what is it with all 
the other Christian princes — with Philip of 
France— with that dull Austrian — with him of 
Mountserrat—with the Hospitalers-— .with the 
Templars — what is it with all thein? — I will 
tell diee — it is a cold palsy— a dead lethargy 
— a disease that deprives them of speech and 
action— a canker that has eaten into the heart 
of all that is noble, and chivalrous, and 
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virludtts among thefn<>-ttiat has made them 
feflse to the nohlest vow cVer knights were 
sworn to— has made theni indiffer^t to tlieir 
fame, afid .forgetful of then' God ! » 

. « For the love of Heaven, my Kege, w said De 
Vaiix, «t8ike it le^s violently — you' wH be 
heard widiout. doors, where such speeches are 
but too (current already among the common* 
soldiery^ and engender discord and. contention* 
in the Clhnstian host. 'Belhink you that your 
iliness mars the main-spring of th-eir enter- 
prize: a nradgonel will work without screw 
and lever better than the Christian host wit^ 
out Ring.Bichard. » 

wThou flatterest me, De VauK,» said Rich- 
ard; and, not insensible to the * power of 
praise, he reclined his head on the pillow, with ' 
a more deliberate attempt tp repose than* he 
had. yet exhibited. But Thomas de Vaux was 
no courtier; the phrase which had offered had 
risel!i spontaneously to his lips; and he- knew 
not how to pursue the pleasiifig theme; so as 
to soothe and prol(|Mtahe vein which he had 
excited. He wa^flH| therefore, until, re- 
lapsing in^o his moody contemplations, the 
* King demanded of hira sharply, <cDespardieux! 
This is smoothly said to soothe a sick man ;' 
but does a league of monarchs, an assemblage 
of nobles, a convocation of all'the chivalry of 
Europe, droop with the sickness of one man^' 
though he chances to be King of England? Why 
VOL. iiu 6 
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c^ck the .marok of ubiety tbauaandinQn, as 
biavQ as biin$4i]f? When the- master s(9g k 
struck down,, tk^ Wd dOt apt disperse wpon 
Ih€ ftilL— wbear tb/9 .folcoa^ sturike^ tW J^^^ttg 
ca^jvif i;anQtb9c tdk^ tb^ gui4a«c€r.«£ tbe ^ba* 
laji»x«*^Wby do^ joe^ tba powers .ass^uoble and- 
cbpocte &qra^ oem^^ tM whoii» tjiey ijoiay ^otrosc 
tbe g2»idan^9 ol il^ bOf^t?» 

(vFo^&ootb) aiid:ii£u:plecfa6ey^o«ir Moj^ty,* 
sdid I>€ Vaw, i« 1 beay-€QMi> ka twaa have l|«e» 

pjatpQSis.w. ^. , . . . . .- • 

u HslU exclaimed Ricbard^ bn, jfealousy aw^i* 
keiied, giving biB mental irritoi^no anoiher 
direGtioD^««-« Am Ifoi?|ptby ioly aUias e^^lb^ve 
takeo the lasi sac^a^ieoiP^^da tbey bold met 
dead aIready?--^Biit no, no-^tbey are^rigbt-*- 
Ami, wbipm do tbey sefecl a^ leadev of dbe 
Chrjstif^io. bQ3t?» . r 

al^okia^ digi^iy-,» seidlJi)^ Vav^t Kpoiot 
tq^ tbe Kaag of Fraoceun - 

a Ob ay,». anaw^ed^||^£li{^i^b moiiarcb, 
M Philip of FpaQceaodSHki^^eapis Mount- 
joie — ^bi^ Ma&% Cbristidn. Ma|e#ty 1-^mouth* 
JBUJAg worda^tbe^el There, ii but oo^ risk — 
tbathe iDigbt BHsiake U^e word$ £ii««m^) for 
«f| auon/, aod lead os^baek toPairi«, io^liead of 
])oarx;biog u> Jt^m^^m^. iJiia.'politif bead bas 
learned by thi» time^tb^li thejoe is m«ore to be 
gor^B by oppreck^ing hi^ SaiMUtpcie^, aad 
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pilkrging his allies, ' than fighting with tha 
Tui*ks for the jHoly Sepulchre. » 

a They might .choose the Archduke^of Aiu- 
tria,^ said De Yw%. . 

ft What! Isteeautare he is big and hurley like 
thyself, Thmnas — oeariy as thick-headed, but 
without thy indifference todaagery and care- 
lessness of offence? T tell thee that Austria hat 
iniall thatina$s of flesh ih^ bolder aniihation, 
than is afforded by the peevishness of a wasf)^ 
and the courage of a wren. Out upon him i -^ 
Ae a leader of chivalry to deeds of glory ! — 
Give him a fla^^n cf Rhenish (o drink, with his 
besmirched baanenhanters andlance-knechts.w 

.« Tbjsre is the Grand Master of theTemplars, » 
continued the baron^ not sorry to keiep his 
master^, at^edtion engaged- on other topics 
than bi&i»wnilhie6S,. dioqghrat the expense of 
thediaraclers c^prince and petei|ta(e«^4kThere 
is the Grand Master of the .Templars, « he con- 
tiniiedv « undaunted^ skilful, brave in biatde, 
and sage in council, having no separate king- 
doite^of his owa to divert bis exertions jfrom 
the recovery of the Holy Land-^-^hat thinka 
your Majesty of the Masteras a general leader 
of the Christian host?* 

ftHa^JBaaHrSeant?«aB&w«|iedtbeKing. «Ob, 
no exception eieiii be taken do Brother Giles 
Aiiiaury-^he. understaiixis. the ordering of a 
batli^ and thefigfanin^ in front whenitbegin^. 
Butt Sir Thomas.^ were it feir totake the Holy 
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Ldnd from tlie beath^ Saladin, so full of all 
the virtues ^vhich may distinguish uncfari9t» 
ehed man, and give it tp Giles Amaury, a 
worse Pagan than himself — an • idolater—^a 
deviKwprshippcr— ^a necromancer^ who prac- 
ti^ies crkjaes the m0st -dark and unnatural, in 
the vaults and secret places of abomination 
and .darkness ?» ^ ' ' 

. «The Grand 'Master of the Hospitallers of 
St John of Jerusalem is hot tainted by fame, 
either with heresy or i&agic,>i said Thomas de 
Vaux. . . 

«But is he not a sordid miserPw said Ri- 
chard,- hastily; ^has he not been suspected — 
ay, more than suspected-rr^f selling to the in- 
fidels those advantages which they would ne*- 
ver have won by fair force? Tush, man, belter 
give th^ army to be made merchandize of by 
Venetian* skippers and Lombardy pedlars, than 
trust it to the Grand Master of St John* » 

.a Well, then, I will venture but'apotber 
guess, » ^aid the Baron.de Yanxs— « What .say 
you to the gallant Marquis of Montserrat, .«a 
Mvh^y so elegant, such a good man;at-arms?» . . 

ViWise? cunning,, you. would. say, » replied 
Richard; a elegant in a lady's chamber,* if yon 
will. Oh, ayj Conrade of Montserrat, wljo 
knows not the, popinjay? Politic and versatile, 
hce.will cbaDge you his purposes as often as the 
trimmings of bis. doublet, and you shall never 
be able to guess the hueof his iiimost vestments 
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from iheir oxiiward colours. A maii-at-aHns? 
ey, a fine figure on horseback, and can bear 
him well in the tikyard, and at the barriers^ 
wbeq swords afb blunted at poibt and edge, 
and spears are tipped with trencher^ of wood, 
instead of steel-spikes. Wert thou not with me, 
'when I said to that same gay marquis, ^ Here 
we be,, three good Christians, and on yondet* 
plain there, pricks a band of some thrteescore 
Saracens, what say Vou to charge them briskly? 
There are but twenty unbelieving miscreants 
toeach true knight.' »' ' 

-' « I recollect the Marquis replied, » said De 
•Vauic,. « that his limbs were of flesh, hot of clay, 
and thacjie would rather bear the heart of a 
man than of a beast, though that beast were 
the lieu. But! see how it is^^we shall end 
where we began, withoiit hope of praying at 
the Sepulehrej until Heaven shall restore Kfi^g 
Richard to health. » 

' At this grave remark, Richard burst out into 
a hearty fit of laughter, the first which he had 
for some time indulged" in. <fWhy,Svhat a 
thing is conscience,)) he said, » that through 
its means even such a thick-witted northern 
}ord as thou can's t bring thy soVereig^i to tco»- 
fess his folly. It is true that, .did th'ey^ not 
pFoposei'thems^hires as fit to hold ^iiy leadirtg- 
staff, little should I carefor plucking the silken 
trappings off the puppets thou hast shown mc 
in succession— What concerns it me what fine 
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linael robes they sivagger ib^utdesis^^lieti fbey 
ar0 named as rivals in the ^glorious ^ieq)riz6 
to which I have vowed myself? Yes,, De Vaux, 
{confess my weakness, and the wilfulness of 
jony. amhitiont. The Chrislian camp coQUiins, 
doubtless, many e better knight thati Bichard- 
orf .£ngland> and it would he wise and worthy 
to assign to the best of them the leading cdf 
the host— but, » continued the warhke- mo- 
narch, raisipg himselfiin hrs bed, and shaking 
the cov^r from his head^ while his eyes spar- 
kled as they were wont to do on the ^ve of 
battle, « were such a knight to plant the banner 
of the Gross on the Temple of Jerusalem, while 
I was unable to bear my share in (he noble 
task, he should, so soon as 1 was & to lay lance 
irt rest, undergo my challenge to mortal com- 
bat, for having diminished my fame, and press- 
ed in before to the object of my enterpriae.— 
But hark, what trumpets are those at a dis- 
tance?» - - 

« Those of King Philip, as I guess j^ my iiege, v 
mid tbe stout Enp^lishmaa. • 

u<Thou art dulhof ear,. Thomas,» «aid the 
King, endeavouring to start-^op — « hearest thou 
not chat dasli^nd dang? By Heaven, the Turks 
are in the camp— I hear their ldies.» * 

lie again endeavoured to get out of bed, an4 
De Vaux was obliged to exercise his own greiic 

' * Tfce tvar-criet of die MosletnaH^ 
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dic-cMiiiberioins from the iwmet tent t$> ns- 

ftThau Mrt a iafse.tiiaitD^, De V«ax,ii Midi 
the incensed manareb, wh^, bfe«ifthles% 9iiid 
exhausted with struggling, he was compelled 
to submit to superior strength, and to repose 
in quiet on his cquc1;i. « 1 would I were — I 
wouH I .were but strong enough to dash thy 
brains out with my battle-axe. » 

tt I would you had the strength, my Hege, » 
said De Yaux, « and would even take the risk 
of its being so employed. The odds would 
be great in favour of Christendom, were Tho- 
mas Multon dead, and Coeur de Lion himself 
again. » 

« Mine honest faithful servant, » said Ri- 
chard, extending his hand, which the baron 
reverentially sainted, « forgive thy master's 
impatience of mood. It i$-this burning fever 
which chides thee, and not thy kind master, 
Richard of England. But go, I prithee, and 
bring me word what strangers are in the 
camp, for these sounds are not of Christen- 
dom.)) ... 

De Vaux left the pavilion on the errand 
assigned, and, in his absence, which he had 
resolved should be brief, he charged the 
chamberlain's pages-and attendants to redouble 
their attention on their sovereign, with threats 
of holding them to responsibility, which rather 
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added t^ than diminisfaed Jthieir .timixidnxieiy 
in the discharge of their j].uty;'fbr.v next, 
perhaps, to th^ ire of the monarch liiinseif, 
.they, (treaded that of the stern and' inexorabli^ 
Lord of Gitsfaod. 
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Tfa«rc nerer was ^ time on the March parts vet, 
' ^ When Scottish with Engh'sh met, 
' But it wtt martel if the red blood rati not 
.' As the ndn does in the street. ' ' • 

, Batlle of Otterboumc, 

& CONSIDBRABLE band of Scoctisb warriorsbad 
joined the crq^adersyand bad naturally placed 
themselves under the command of the English 
monarch, being like his native, troops, of 
Saxbn and Norman descent, speaking the same 
languages, possessed, some of them, of English 
as well as Scottish demesnes, and allied in 
some cases by blood and intermarriage. The 
periodalso preceded that when^ the grasping 
.ambition of Edward I. gave a. deadly and 
envenomed character to the wars betvyixt the 
two nations; the English fighting for the 
subjugation of Scotland, ^ and the Scottish, 
with all the stem determination and obstinaoy 
which has ever characteriz.ed their natiou, for 
the defence of their i.ndependeui^e, by the 
most violent means, .under the most disadvan- 
tageous circumstances, an4 at the most extreme 
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hazard. As yet, \varsbetwrxttbe two nations, 
though fierce and frequent, li^^d. been -con- 
ducted on principles of fair Kostiiity, and 
admitted of those, softening shades by "which 
coiHTtesy, and the respect for opien and gene- 
rous foeinen, qualify and mitigate the horrors 
of war. In. time of peace, therefefiV, and 
especially >vhen . both, a3 at present, were 
engaged in war, waged in bebalf of a commou 
cause, and, rendered dear to. them by their 
ideas of religion, ihe adventurers of both coun- 
triea frequently fought side by side, their na- 
tional emulation serving only to stimulate them 
to excel each other in their efforts iigainst the 
comition ^Bemy* 

The foankand mat^'ial character of Htcfaard, 
who made no distinction betwixt his own 
subjects and those <yf Alexandw of Scotland, 
excepting as th-ey bore tJiem«elves in *he field 
of battle, tended m^rto -conciliate the troops 
4rf both ¥^ationsi Btit upon his iHness, and 
the diaadvantageous circnm&t^nce^'in whtdi 
tfce crusaders wei^ placied, the watftoftal dis- 
union between the varioijs hands united in tire 
crusade begffn to display itself, just =a3 oW 
wonnds break out ofre^li in the human body, 
when tinder the 'influence t^f didease or debi- 
lity. 

The Scottish and Englis4i, eqiialVy jeafoiis 
and bigh-sjnrited, and apt to take offence,-^ 
the former the more so, because the poorer 
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and the weaker nation,^ b^gan to fill up, by 
iDt^tnal disfeensibn, the period 'when th« truce 
forbade them to wreak their united venge^face 
oa the Saracens. Like the contending Roman 
chiefs- of old, the Scottish would -admit no 
superiority,, aiid their southern neighbours 
would biH)ok no equality. There \vere charges 
and recriminations, and both the common 
soldiery, and their leaders, and commaiKlers, 
who bad been good comrades in time of Vic-* 
lory, lowered*on each other in the period of 
adversity, tis if their union had not been then 
more essential than ever; not only to the suc- 
cess of (heir tommon cause, but to -their joint 
safety. The sanie disunion had begun toi^bew 
itself betwixt the French and English, the 
Italians aifd the Germans, and even between 
the Danes and Swedes; but it is only that 
wbtch divided the two nations whom one 
island bred, and who seemed more animated 
against each other for the vei'y reason^ that 
opr narrative is principally concerned with. 

Of ail the English nobles who had followed 
cbeir King to Palestine, De Vaax was most 
prejudiced againM the Scottish ; they vritre his 
near neighbours, with whom be had bcfen en* 
•gaged for his wbok life in private tMr {>nblic 
warfare, and on whom he bad inflicted many 
calamities, while he bad sustained at theil* 
hands not a few. His love and devotion to the 
King was like ^e vivid affection of the old 
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•Eoglisli mastiff to his niadter, leaving him 
churlish and inaccessihle to aM otber.s, even to 
tho$e to whom he *wa« indifferent, abd roug)i 
and <langerous to any- against whom^he ehter-> 
tained a prejudice. De Vaux had never ob- 
spryed, without jealpusy and displeasure,* his 
King exhibit any ^ mark- of courtesy or favour 
to .the wicked, deceitful, and ferocious raqe, 
born on the- other side of a river,>or an ima- 
ginary line drawYi through, waste and wilder- 
n^&s/ and he even doubted the success of a 
crusade, in which thev- werei snffered to bear 
arms^ holding th«m. in his secret soul little 
better than the Saracens whom -he came to 
combat.' It may be added that, as being him- 
self a blunt and downright Englishman^ unae* 
customed to conceal th^ slightest movement 
either of love or of dislike, he accounted the 
fair-spok«ti courtesy /which the Scots had learn- 
ed, eitherr from imitation^ of theii* frequept 
allies the French, or from their own. proud 
and-reserved character, 9s a fals€ and-astucio|i8 
mark of tbe^ most dangerous designs against 
their neighbours, over whom he believed, with 
geniHtte £t|gtish confidcncie/ they could by 
fair^raaahood never obtain ai^y advantage. 
: Y«t though De Vaux eh tertained these senti-. 
>meQts ^oncferning, hi^ northern ' neighbours, 
s^ndi exteidded. them' with little mitigation to 
such as had assumed the Cross, his respect for 
ihtr King, and a sense of the doty imnosed hv 
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bis yoYf, as a crasJEider, prevented him' from 
display if^g tbem. Qtlierwise> than by regularly 
sbuhning all intercourse with his Scottish 
bretbren-at-arms, as far as possible^ — ^by ob- 
serving a sullen taciturnky^ when compelled, 
to .meet them qccasionaliy,^--*-and by looking 
sc6rnfuUy upon them when. they, encountered 
on -the march and in camp« The Scottish ba- 
cons and knights were' not men to bear bis 
i^corn unobserved or unreplied to; and it came 
to that pass that he was^egarded as the deter-* 
mined and active enemy^ of a. nation,. whom, 
after .all, he. only disliked, and. in some .sort 
despised. Nay, it was remarked by close ob- 
servers, that if he had not towards them the. 
charity of Scripture,, which suffereth long and. 
judges kindly, he was by no m^tans deficient in 
the subordinate and limited virtue, which sille-^ 
viates and relieves the wants of others. The 
wealth of Thoiiias of Gilsland prpciiried supplies 
of provisions and medicines, and 3ome o£ these 
usiially flowed by secret channels into the 
quarters of the. Scottish ;: his surly benevolence 
proceeding onahe principle, tha^ next to a 
nian's fHend, his foe was of most importance 
to him, parsing overall the intermediate rela- 
tions, as too indifferent to.bim to merit ev^n 
a thought. This explanation is n^essary, in 
order that the reader may .fully understand 
what we are now to detail. . . -. . ■ % 

. . Thomas 4e Yaux had ixot mad^e many steps 
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beyond die eotranee 6f the royal fsayitien^ 
when hevi^as aware of what the far more acute 
ear of the Engfish moaarcfa) no mean proficient 
in the art of minstreUy, had iDsitanlly disco* 
vered, that the muvieal strains, nan^ely^ which 
had reached their eaxfi^ were produeed bf the 
pipes, shalra6,afid kettle-drums of the Saracens^ 
and at the bottom of an ayeniie of tents^ which 
formed a broad access to the pavilion of Rich* 
ard^ he could see a crowd of idle soldiers 
assembled around the spot from v^hich the 
music was heard, almost ia the centre of the 
camp; aff>d hesaw, with great smiprise, mingled 
amid thiR helmets of varioixs fcMrms worn by 
the crusaders of different nations^ white tur- 
bans and lbngpikes>, arniouneing the presence 
of armed Saracens, and the huge deformed 
heads of several camels or'dromedartes, over* 
looking the multitude by aid of their long die- 
proportioned necks. 

^ Wondering and displeased at a sight 99 
upexpectedand singular, — foritwos^stomary 
to leave all flags of truce and other communis 
cations from die enemy at an appointed place 
witlfioutthebarriers, — ^thebai^on looked eagerly 
round for some one ^ whom he might inifuire 
A^e cause of this alarming novdty» 

The first person whom he met advancing 
te him, he set down at once, by his grave and 
haughty step, as a Spamard or a 8co$; and pre* 
sendy after muttered to hitnselfi — r imd a Scot 
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it is--4ii ©f tte Leopavd.-^I have seen hijn 
fight indifferently well for one of his couairy.w 
^ Loatb to askev^ a pas^ng question^be was 
about to pa&s Sir Kenneth, with that sullen and 
lowering port which ^eema to say, ^I know 
thee, bat I wiU hold no icoannanicalion with 
thee^v bat iiis purpose was defeated by the 
Scot, who moved forward directly to him, and 
accosting hi^i with formal courtesy, said, « My 
Lord de Vaux of Gilsland, I have in charge to 
speak with you. » 

«HaI» retained the EDgHsl^ baron, «with 
me? Bat say y^ur pleasure, so it be shortly 
spoken-^I am on the King's eirand.v 

« Mine touches .King Bidbard yet more^near* 
ly,» answered Sir Kenneth; » I bring him, I 
trust, health.* •» 

. The Lord qf Gilsland measured the Soot 
with incredulous eyes, and replied, « Thou art 
no leech, I thinks Sir Stot— I had as soon 
thought of your bringing the King of England 
wealth. ».^ - , 

Sir Kenneth, though displeased with the 
manner qf the baron's reply, answered calmly ; 
ft Health to Bichard is glory and wealth to. 
ChFistendom.— But my time presses; I pi^y 
you, naay I see the Kiug?j^ ^ 

a Sur«If not, fair sir, » said the baron, ^ until 
yxuir eiTand be told more dktiqqtly. The sick 
chambers of princes open not to all who in- 
quire^ like a m«rl^rn hostelrie.» 
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V My lord,» said Kenneth, « the cross wfiicK 
I wear in common with yourself, arid 'the im- 
portance' of what I have to tell, must, for the 
plresent, cayse me to pass over a bearing which 
else i were nnaptto endure. In plain language^ 
then, I briiiig with me a Moorish physician, who 
undertakes td worka corfe on King Biohard.:i» 

« A Moorish physicii^n!* said De Vaux ; aand 
who will wlirrant that he brings not poisons in- 
stead of remedies? ir - . . 

« His own life, mylord — ^bis head, which he 
offers as a: gdarantee« « 

«.I have known many a resolute mfBan, » 
said De Vaux, «.wiib valiied.his own life as ' 
httle as it deserved, and would troOp to the 
gallows as merrily as if the hangm'ah were his 
partner in a dance. » . v 

« But thus it isi my lord, » replied the Scot; 
c Sdladin, to whom ijone will deny the jcredit 
of a generous and valiant enemy, hath sent 
this leech hither with an honourable' retinue 
and guard, befitting the high estimation in 
which £1 Hakim is held by the Soldan, an4 
with fruits and refreshments for the King's 
private chamber, and suph message as may 
pass betwixt honourable enemies, praying him 
to be recovered of his fever, that he nray be 
the fitter to receive a visit from the Soldan, 
with^l^s naked- s/cymitar in his hand j and an. 
hundred thousand cavaliers at his back. Will 
it please you, who are of the King s secret 
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of tbetr bartbeas, and some erder taken as to 
the reciepthm otftfai^ halmed pbipsicJan ?» 

41 WoiKkrftil ! » said De Va«x^ as ispeakiDg 
to 'biihself:'— « Atid vfho will vouch for the 
hanonr of Saladin, vthen bad fandi would ^id 
him at once of his^ most powerful advep- 
$ary?» - .^ ' • ^ " • • 

: « I tnj^K will be his g^uamiitee, with bq- 
noar, life, aod foittme. n 
jt ' « Stranj^e ! » 'again ejacalated De Veux; « tbe 
NbTtb voiipbes for the Sootb^^-^-the Scot for thie 
Turk! — May I crave of you, sir ktiighc, how 
'^ti bef^anie conce^ped in this sifArir? tf 

u i have been abM^t.on a pilgrimage, in the 
coarse of which, » replied Sir Itennetb, « I had 
a message to discbai^ towards the holybel*mu 
of E^gaddi. * 

ft May I not be, intrusted with it, Sir Ken- 
neth, and with die answer of the bolyman?* 

ft It may not be/ my lord, » answered the 
Sept. 

A lam of the secret council of Englatid,>f said 
the'Englishman, haughtily. 

H To which land 1 owe no allegianpe, ^ said 
Keai^etb. « Though I have vokintarily fol- . 
iovved in this war tiji^ personal fortunes of 
England's s<»vereign> 1 was dispatched by the 
general council of the kingSj princes; atld 
supreme leaders of the army of the Blessed 
Cross, and to them only I render my errand. » 
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! «-Ha! , say'st thoa ? » said the pi?oud baron. 
« Butkaowj me$sei>ger of the kings and prjhces 
as thou may's! be, no leech s()ali approach the 
'$ick^bed.of Richard of Eng}an<t» without the 
•consent, of^him of GUslandfa«id.tbey willicome 
tin evil erraiid who dare to intrude themselves 
against it.» ' . • 

He was turning loftily away, when th^ Scot, 
placing bimdelf closer, and more opposite to 
him, asked, in a calm voice, yet not without 
«kpre$sing his shave of p^ide; whiether the Lord 
of Gilsland esteemed him a gentleman and a 
good knijgfht. - ..... 

' . « All* Scots .are ennol^rled by their birth- 
right, » answisred Thomas deVaux,.s^ouiething 
ironically.; hutj sensible of his own injustice, 
and perceiving that Kenneth's colour Fose^ he 
added, a For a good knight it were sin to doubt 
you; in one at leastwho has seen yoawell attd 
bravely discharge your. devoir.* 

« Well, then, » said the Scottish knight, sa- 
tisfied with, the frankness of the last admission, 
« and let me swear to.you, Thomas of Gilsland, 
that as lam true Scottish man, which I hold a 
privilege equal to.-myj ancient gentry, and as 
-sure as; I am .a belted knight, and come hither 
.to acquire /as:* and fame. in this. mortal life, 
and forglven0Si$-Qf jny sins in that which is to 
come — so truly, and by the blessed Cross which 



Xo5,— fii(i5, praise, or renown'. 
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Aweary do I protest untoyou, thati desirie but 
the safety of %Bicbard Coeur.de Lion, id re* 
commeiidiiig the miaistry of ibis Moslem.phy- 
siciah.v , . » 

The Englishman was struck with the so«2 
lemnity of thebbcestation, andanswered, with 
more cordiality than h^ - had yet exhibited, 
« Tell me. Sir Knight t)f the Leopard^ granting 
( which r do not doUbt) |hat thou art thy^etf 
satisfied in this ]2>9tter, shall I do well, in lit 
land wherQ the arLof poisoning is as general as 
tbaft of cooking, to bring this liukndwn pbrysi^ 
tion to practise with his drugs on- a health 
so valuable, to Ghristendoiu?» ^ 

' « My lord, » 'replied- the Scot, « thus only carT 
I reply.; that iny squire, the only one of my re-* 
tinuo whom war and disease had left in attend^ 
ance on me, has been of late suffering dangjevi^ 
ously under this same fever,- which, in valiant 
King Richard, has diaabledthe prinpipal Umb of 
our holy enterprize* This leech^ this £1 Hakinr> 
hatk ministered to hini not two hours since; 
and already he hath fallen into a refreshing 
sleep^ That he can cure the* disorder, wbicH 
has proved so 6»ta], I nothing doubly thatli# 
hath theput*pose to do it, is, Rhink, warranted 
by his raiission from the royal Soldan; vi^ho is 
true-h^artedt and loyal, so for as ar blinded in- 
fidel may be called so; and,, for bis eventual 
success, the. certainty of reward m case of sjucv 
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<;eedtng, and puBishtmnt ki tase of Toliimary 
failure^ may be a siif fieieD^gitaraatee. vr 

Tbe £n{][Ii«hiDaLn listened with do^viicast 
looks, as one whodoirbted, yet was not iiuwil- 
Img taTeca>« conTictiaQ; At lengtb be looked 
up and^d, « May t see ycMir sick squireY^^ii^ 
rir?.» . .' ^^ ' ' ■ 

^be Scottish kni^t bl^gitated acid coloured, 
ye| answeredat last,- » Willingly , my. Lord of 
GiJsildxid; but you mtist.Femember, when you 
see my poor' quaircersy that- ihe' nojiles and 
knights of^Scotland feed not iso high, sleep not 
so soft, and earc not for the ma^ificenee of 
lodgment, which is -proper to their southern 
tieighbours. I Bxnpoorlj lodged^ my lord of 
Giisland,^ he added j with aihaogbty emphai^s 
9to:tbe word, while be with so^m^ unwU* 
linipess lad tbe way to his tempoi»ry place <^ 
dbode« 

AVhiitever were the prejudices of De Vaux 
$^in&t the aa|;ion of his new ac^quaintance, 
and thotj|^ we undertake not to deny that some 
of these were excited by its proirerbiai poverty, 
hehad^too much nobleness of disposition to 
cmjoy tbe fnortificatioa of a brarve individual, 
thus compelled to make know-n- wants^ which 
his pride would gladly have concealed. 

K. Shame to the soldier of the Cross, » be said, 
ft who thinks of worldly splendour, or of luxu* 
rious accommodation, when pressing forward 
to the conquest of the Holy City. Fare as 
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bard as we itMfy, we sbail. yet he better than 
the host- of martyrs and of saints, who, having^ 
trode these scenes before usf, now hdid golden 
lamps and evergreen pahus.* 

This wasthe most metapboriGalspeech which 
Thomas of Gilsiand was eyer l^oow^ to utter, 
the rather, perhaps (as w3I sometimes happen) 
that it did jiot entirely express his own sen* 
timents, being somewhat a lover of good cheer 
and splendid accommodatipn. By this time 
they reached the pIaee,of the camp, where the 
Knight of the, Leopard had.dssttmed bis abode. 

Appearilnces here did indeed promise no 
breaeii of the laws of mortification, to whfch 
the crusaders, according to the opinion express- 
eil by' him of Gilslaikl, .ought to subject 
themselves. A space of ground, large enoHgh 
to accomniodate perhaps thirty tents, accord- 
ing to the crojmderj;' mle of castrametation, 
waspartly vacant--4)eca use, it> ostentation, the 
knigfat had demanded ground to the extent of 
his original retinue — partly occupied by a fi^w 
miserable buts, hastily. constructed of boughs, 
and covered with palm leaves.; Thijse ha- 
bitations seemed entirely deserted, and several 
of tbemi^verQ ruioons. Tbecentral hut, which 
represented the pavilion, of the leader, was 
disUnguislied by his swallow-tailed penfton, 
pbced on the point of a spear; from which its 
long folds dropped motionless to the ground, as 
if sickening under the scorching rays of. the 
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Asiatic Siinv , But no' pages or SNfuires, not eveii 
a'solitary warder, was placed by the emblem 
of feudal power and fenigfatl^y degree. ' Itiis 
reputation defended it not from insult^, it had 
no other: guard. v . / . 

Sir Kenneth cast a: melancholy look around 
hiw, but, s.uppressingbis'feelings, entered the 
hut, niakhng a sign to. tb^ Saron of Gii^land to 
foIlow.^ He also cast around a glance'of exa- 
mination, which implied pity not altogethe.r 
tnimingled'with cont^mpt^ to which, perhaps, 
ijt is as nearly akin, as it id said to .be to love. 
He then stooped his lofty crest, and entered a 
lowly hut, which his bulky form seeined almost 
entirely to fill. • . ' - . » 

The interior of the hut was dhiefly occupied 
by -two beds. One was empty, bat^ composed 
of collected leaves, and spread with an ante* 
lope's hide, seemed from the articled of armour 
laid beside it^ and from a crucifix of «ilverv 
carefully and reverentially disposed tit the 
head, to be the couch of the. knight himself; 
The other contained the invalid, of whom Sir 
•Kenneth had spoketi, a strong-built and harsh- 
featured mari, past^ as'hislook^ betokened, tho 
middle age of life. His couch, was trimmed 
more softly than his masters, and it was plain, 
that the more courtly garments of the latter; 
the loos^ robe, in which the. knights showed 
tliemselvQg on pacific occasions, and the other 
little spare articles of dre^ and adornment. 
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ha4 been applied by Sir Kenoeth to the accom- 
modation of 1ii3 sick domestic. Iii an outward 
part of the hqt, which yet was withiu the range 
of the Ekiglish baron s eye, a boy, rudely at- 
tired with buskins, of; diper^ hide, a blue cap 
or bbnnetjiand a doublet^ whdse original finery 
was much tarnished, sat on his knee& by a 
chafing-dish filled with diarcoal, cooking upon 
a plate of iron the cakes of barley-bread which 
were then, arid still are, a favourite food w ith 
the Scottish people. Part of an antelope was 
suspended against one of the maiix props of the 
hut, uor was it^difficiilt to know how it had been 
procured ; for a large stag greyhound, nobler in 
size and. appearance than those even which 
guarded King Richai-d's. sick bed,lay eyeing the 
prA)cess, of baking the cake. The sagacious 
animal, on their first entrance, uttered a sftifited 
growl, which sounded from his deep chest like 
distant thunder. But he saw his master, and 
acknowledged his presence by wagging his tail 
and couching bis head, abstaining from more 
tumultuous or noisy greeting, as if hia noble 
instinct had taught him the propriety of silence 
in a sick man's chamber. ^ 

Beside the couch, sat, on a eushioUyalso 
composed of skins^ the Moorish physician of 
whom Sir Keiineth had sppken, cross-legged, 
after the Eastern fashion. Theimperfectlight 
showed. little of him, save that the lower part 
of bis face was covered with a long black 
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ixeard, wliididegcedded over his breast— that 
lie wore a high tolpachy.^ Taitar cap of lh« 
lamb's wool matiuftictuFed at Astracanf bearing 
the same dusky colour, «md that his ampfe 
caftan, orTnrkish robe, tvas ako of ft dark htte. 
Two piercing «y«s» which gleamed with 
U4)4asual lustre^ were t^e only lineamenis of 
his visage that cmild be discerned amid th^ 
^rknes^ in which he was envelc^ed. The 
£nglish lord stood silent with a sort of reve- 
rential aweVfor,iiotwithstftndingthe roughness 
of his general I^earing, a scene of distress and 
poverty, firmly endured without complaint or 
murmur, would at anytime have claimed more 
reverence from Thomas deVaux,.than^wdtuld 
all the splendid f^rtfialities of a royal presence- 
xfaainber, unless thai presence chamber were 
King Richard-s own. Nothing was^; for a time, 
beard, but the heavy and regular breathings of 
the invalid, who seemed in profound repose* 

a He hath not slept for six nights beforcyv 
6aid Sir Kenneth,^ «as I am assured by tire 
youth, his attendant. » ^ . 

« Noble Scot, » said Thomas de Vaux, grasp- 
ing the Scottish knight's hand witb a pressure 
wbicb had more of cordiality than'he pehuit- 
ted his wDixls to utter, ,«this gear must be 
amended — Youresquife is but too evil ffedand 
looked to.» - 

In the latter part of this speech, he ndturally 
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raised his voice to its usuad^ decided tone. The 
sick ipan vfdiS disturbed in his slumbers. 

((My m9ster,)). he sSiid, murmuring ^s in a 
dream, « noble Sir Kenneth — ^taste not, to you 
as to n^e, the waters of the Clyde cold and 
refreshing, after the brackish springs of Pa- 
Iestine?» . - ' , . 

ft He dreams of his native l^nd, and is' happy 
in his slumb^rs^» whispered Sir Kenneth to 
De Vaux; btit had scarce uttered the words, 
when the physician, arising from the place 
which he had taken near the couch of the sick, 
and laying the hand of the patient, whose pulse* 
he had been carefully watching, quietly upon 
the coucfhj came to tbe two knights, and taking 
them each by the.hand, while he intimate^ to 
thentk to remain silent, led them to the front of 
the hut. . f 

« In the name of Issaf Ben Mariam,» he said, 
« whom we honour as you, though not with the 
same blinded supersution, disturb not the 
effect of the blesded medicine of which he hath 
partaken.. To awaken him now, is death or 
deprivation of reason; butreturn^t the hour 
when the Muezzin calls from the minaret to 
evening prayer in the mosique, and, if left 
undisturbed until. then, I promise you,' this 
same Frankish soldier shall be able, without 
prejudice to his health, to hold some brief 
converse with you, on any matters on which 
vo;l. Ill* 7 
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either, and especially his master, may ^aye to 
question him. » '' x 

The knights. retreated before the authorita- 
tive commands of the leech, who seemed 
fully tp, comprehend the. importance of the 
£astern proverb, that the sidk x^amber of the 
patient is the kingdom of the, physician. 

'Iliey '. paused, and remained' standing to- 
gether at the door of the hut, Sir jK;enneth, with 
the air of one who expected his visitor to say 
farewell-— apad De Vaux, as if Jhe had some- 
thing On his. mind which prevented him- firom 
doij3g so. TJ^ hoiidd, however, had pressed 
out of the .tent after them, jsind now thrust his 
long rough countenance into the hand of his 
master, as if modestly soliciting some mark of 
his kindness. He had no sooner received the 
notice which he desired,* in the shape of a 
kind word apd slight <^ress, than,, eager to 
acknowledge his gratitude,, ai^d joy for his mas- 
ter s reiurn, he flew off at full $peed, gallop- 
ing' in full career, and with outstretched tail, 
here and there, about and around, cross-ways 
and endlon|^ through the decayed huts, and 
the esplanade we have detoribed, but. never 
transgressing those precincts which his saga- 
city knew were protected by his riiaster's pen- 
non. After a, few gambols of this kind, the 
dog, coming dose up to his master, laid 
at once aside his frolicsome mood^ relapsed 
into his usual gravity and slowness of gesture 
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and deportment, and looked as if ke were 
ashamed tbat apy thing could have moved 
him to d€|>art; 80 {jbt out of his sober «elf- 
control. - ' 

Both knights looked^ on with pleasnre; for 
Sir Kenneth was justly pFoud of his nobte 
hound, and (he northern English baron was of 
course an admirer o'f the chase, and«a judge of 
the aniniars nierits. 

« A right able dog,* he said; n I think, fair 
sir, King.&ichard hath not an alan which may 
match him, if be be as staunch as he is swift. 
But let me pray you— speaking in all honour 
and kindness^-^have you not heard the procla- 
mation, that no one, under thie rank of earl, 
shall keep hunting dogs within Ring Bichard's 
caimp, without theroyal licence^ which, I think, 
Sir Kenneth hath not been issued to yon? — I 
speak a^ Master of the Horse..i» 

tcAnd I answer as a free Scottish knight,* 
said Kenneth, sternly. « For. the present I 
foUownhe banner of En^and, but I cannot 
remember that I have erer subjected myseif 
to her forest4aws, nor have I suck respect of 
them as would inchne me to do so. When 
the trumpet sounds to arms, my foot is in the 
stirrup as soon as any — when it clangs for the 
charge, jny lance has not yet been the lust laid 
in the rest. But for my hours of liberty or of 
idleness, King Richard has no title to bar my 
receeation^y^ 
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« Nevertheless,* sqiidDe Vaux,» it is a folly 
to disobey the King's ordiaance-^so, wittyour 
good leaihe, I, as haviBg authority in that mat- 
ter, will send you a protection. for my JFriend 
here> 

ft I thank you, » said the Scot, coldly; abut 
he knows my allotted quarters, and within 
these I c^n protect hiiri inyself. — And yet,» 
he said, suddenly changing his manner, « this 
is but a cold return for a .well-meant kindness. 
I thank' you, my lord, most heartily. The 
King's equerries, or prick.ers, might fijwi Ros- 
wal at disadvantage, and do him som« injury, 
which I.should not, perhaps, be slow in return* 
ing, and s& ill might come of it. You have 
seenso much of my house*- keeping, my lord,» 
he added with a sinile, « that Iliieed not shame 
to say that Roswal is our principal purveyor ; 
and well I hope our Lion Richard Will i^ot be 
like the lion in the.mip^trel fable, th^t went 
a-hunting,^nd kept<che whol&booty to. himself. 
I cannot, think he would grudge a pc^ ^n- 
-tlemaii, 'who.follows hira faithfully, his hour of 
sport, and his motsel of game, more especially 
when other food is hard enough tO'<:ome by. » 
' 'ic3y my faith, you do die King no more 
-than justice—r-Sind yet, » said the baron, « there 
is something in these words, vert and venison, 
t^at turns the. very brains of our Norman 
princes.v • 

»We have heard of late,» said the Scot, 
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by minstrels and pilgrimSy that your outlawed 
yeomen have formed great bands in the shires 
of York and Nottingham, having at their head 
a most stoot archer, called Robin Hood, with 
his lieutenant, Little John. Methinks it were 
better tbat Richard relaxed his forest-code in 
England, than endeavonred to enforce it in the 
Holy Land. »: ^ 

oWild Work, Sir ICemieth,)* replied t)e 
Vaux, shrugging his shoulders, as one who 
would i^void a perilous or nhpleasing topic: — 
« a mad world, sir— I must now bid you adieu, 
having presently to return to the Ring's pa-: 
vilion. At vespers, I will again, with yoiTr 
leave, yi»it' your quarters, ^nd speak with this 
same infidel physician. . I would, in the mean 
time, were it no offence, willingly send you 
what would somewhat mend your cheer. 9 

^ I thank you, sir,» said Sir Kenneth, nbut it 
needs not; Roswal hath already stocked my 
larder for two weeks, since the sun of .Pales-, 
tine, if it brings diseases, serves also to dry ve- 
nison. » 

The two warriors parted, much better 
friends than they had met ; but ere they sepa- 
rated, Thomaade Vaux informed himself at 
more length of 4he circqmstauce& attending 
the mission of the EaTstern physician, and re- 
ceived from the Scottish knight the credentials 
which he had brought to King Richard on tKe 
part of Saladin. 
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Jl wise physician, skiU'd oar wounds to heal. 
Is more than armies to the common weal. 

«c This is a strange tale, Sir Thomas,^ said the 
sick monarch, when be had heard the report of 
the trusty Baron of Gilsland ; " « art thoii sure 
this Scottish man is a tall man and true?» 

« I cannotsay, my ldrd,» replied the jealous 
Borderer; « I live a little too near the Scots to 
gather much truth among them, having found* 
them ever fair andlaise. But this mah^s bear- 
ing, is that of a true man, 'were he a devil )as 
well as^a Scot— that I must needssay for him 
in con science. » 

' « And for his carriage as a knight, hoW 
sayst thou, Deyaux?» demanded iKe King. 

4 It is :yonr MajestyV business more than 
mine to note men's bearings ; and I v^arrant 
yp'u'bave noted the manner in which this man 
of the Leopard hath borne himselft He hath 
been well spoken of.» 
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« And justly, Thomas, » said the Ring, « We 
have ourselves witnesged hhnr It is indeed 
our purpose in placid'g oar^elveti ever ir> the 
front of battle, to see 'how our liegemen ^nd 
foUotrers acquit themselves, and not from a 
desire to' accumulate vain glory to ourselves, 
as some have supposed. We know.the vanity 
of the praise of many which ]$ but a vapour, 
and buckle x>n our armonr for other purposes 
than to will it.» 

De Vaus was alarmed wheu he beard the 
King miike a declaration so inconsistent with 
his nature, and believed at* first that nothing 
short "^of ' the approach of death could have 
brought him to speak in depreciating terms of 
military renown, which was the very breath of 
his nostrils. ' But recollecting he bad met the 
royal c6nfessor in the outer pavilion, he was 
shrewd enotigh to place this temporary self* 
abasemeUt to thie effect of the reverend- man's 
lesson, and suffered the King to proceed with- 
out reply. 

•a Tes,i». con tinned Richard, « I have indeed 
marked the manner in which this knight does 
hi6 devoir: My leading staff were apt* worthy 
fooFs bauble, had he escaped my notice-^atid 
he bad ere now tasted of our bounty, buttbat 
I have also marked bis overweening a^d au» 
dacious presumption.il 

« My liege, » said the Barou of Gilsland, obs. 
serving the King's countenance change, <r i fear 
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1 bave, transgressed ^yoo^ pleasure ia lending 
spine counten&nxre to his transgression; » 

'.«How>.De Multoii,*thoa?» said the King^ 
contracting his brows, and speaking in a tpnie 
oF. angry surprise,*— « Thou countenance his 
insolence!— ^tt<»innot he. V ' 

ft Nay^ your Majesty wil] pardon me to re- 
mind ^ou, that I have by mine office right to 
grant liberty to m^n of gentle blood tp keep 
them a hound or. two within camp, just to 
cherish the ^oble art of T^nerie; and besides, 
it Were a sin to have m^itned or harmed a thing 
so 4ioble as this gentleman's dog.. » 

ft Is he then so handsome?!) said the King* 

ft A most perfect creature of .Heaven, ». said 
the barqn, who was an enthusiast, in field- 
sports^-->ft of the noblest Ndrtbern breed— deep 
in the chest, strong in the stem, black colour, 
and brindled onthe breast, and legs, not spot- 
ted with white, but just shaded into grey — 
•strength to pull down a bull-^swiftness to cote 
an antelope. 9 

The King laughed at his'enthusiasm. ft Well, 
thdu hast gi^en him leave to keep the hound, 
SO' there is an end of it* Be. not; hoXvever; 
liberal of your /licences among those knights 
adventprers, who have no prince of leader to 
depend upon-^they are ungovernable, and will 
leave no game in Palestine. — But to this piece 
of learned heathenesse — sayst thou the Scot 
met him in the desertPv 
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ft Noy my liege^ the Scot's tale, ruoft thus : — 
He was dispatched to the old hermit of Ea- 
gaddi, of whom men talk so much — » ' 

in'Sdeath and hell!» said Richard/ starting 
up. « By whom dispatched, and for whitf ? Who 
dared send any one thither, when Oqr Queen 
was in the Convent of Enggddi^ ppon h6r pil- 
grimage for our recovery ?» 

ft The Council of the. Crusade sent bira, my 
lord,» answered the Baron de Vaux; « for what 
purpose, he declined to account to me. I think 
it is scarce known in the camp that your royal 
cptisort is on apilgriniage — I, at lefist, knew it 
nqt-^and evep the princes may not have been 
awate, as the Queen has bisen sequestered 
from company since your love prohibited her 
attendance in case of infection. » 

ft Well, it shall be lookied into.— So- this 
Scottish man, this envoys met with a wander- 
ing physician at the grotto of Eiigaddi-r;-ha?9 

ft Not so, my liege; but he met, I think, near 
that place, with a Saracen j^mir, with whom 
he had some melee in' the way of proof of va- 
lour, and finding him worthy la bear brave 
men company, they wenttogetheri as errant 
knights ere wont, to .the grotto of Engaddi.y 

Here De Vanx stopped, for he was. not one 
of those who can tell, a lonjg story in a sen- 
tence. * ^ '. 
. « And|did they there meet thephysician?» de- 
manded the Ring, impatiently. . - . 
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^« No, my liege, » replied De.Vaux; « but the 
Saracen, learning yoaf Majesty's grievous ill^ 
nesB) uTidertook that Saladin should send hi^ 
own physician to yon, and with many assu- 
rances of his eminefnt skill; and he came to the 
grotto accordingly, after the Scottish knight 
had tarried* a day for him and more* He is 
attended as if he were a prince, with drums 
and aftabals, and servants 6q horseand foot, 
aiid brings with him Letters of crefdence from 
Saladin:» 

* « Have they been examined ly Giacomo Lo-^^ 
redani?» 

> I shewed them to the interpreter ere bring- 
ing them hither, and behold their contents in 
Englfsh.v . ' ' 

•Richard took a scroll, in Vvhich were in- 
scribed these words : — « The blessing of Allah 
and his Prophet Mohammedv (Oat upon the 
hound! said Rfchard, spitting in contempt, ly 
way of interjection), « Ssiladin, king of kin^s^ 
Soldan of Egypt and of Syria, the light and re- 
fuge of the earth, to the great Melech Ric, 
Richard of England, greeting. Whereas, we 
have been informed that theliand of sickness 
hath been heavy upon thee, our toyal brother, ' 
and that thoii hast with thee only such Na- 
zarene and Jewish medicin^rs as work with- 
out the blessing of Allah and our holy Pro- 
phets (Confusion on his' head! again muttei^ 
ed'the English nionarch). « We have therefore 
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S€^t to tend and wait upon thee at this time 
the physician to otir bwa person, Adohehecel 
Hakim;; before whose face the angel Azrael 
spreads his wings, and departs from the sick 
chamber; who knows the yirtiies-oF h^ihs and 
intones, the path of the stin, moon, and stars^ 
and can sate man from all that is not written 
on his forehead. And this we do, praying yon 
heartily to honour and make use of his skill ; 
aed that, not only. that we may do service to 
thy worth and valour, which is the^glory of all 
the nations of Frangistan, ^at that w«^ may 
bring the controversy wjiich is at present be- 
tween us to an etid, either by honourable agree- 
ment, or by open trial thereof with our wear 
potis, in a 'fair field; seeing that it neither 
becomes thy place and courage to die the death 
of a slave who hath been over- wrought by his 
task - mastery nor befits it our fame that a 
bra\e adversary be stiaiched frdni our weappn 
by such a disease. And therefore, may the 

holy -XT 

a Hold, hold, »' said Richard, «! wiirh&ve 
no more of his dog of a Prophet ! It mak^ 
me sick to think the valiant and worthy Soldan 
should believe in a dead dog. — ^Yes, I will see 
bis physician. I will put myself into the 
charge of this Hakim — I will repay the noble 
Soldan his generosity — I will iheet him in the 
field, as he so ^vorthily proposes, and he shall 
have no cause to term Richard of England 
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ungrateful. I' -will strike him to tbe eartb 
with my'battle^axe — I will converfc.h'im to Holy 
Church with 'such blowsk as be has rarely eti- 
<lured— He shall recant.his errors before my 
g^ood crOss-^handled sword« aii4 I will, have 
him baptized in the battle-field, from mf own» 
helmet, ' though the cleansing waters were 
mixed with the blood &f us both. Haste, De 
Multon, why doest thoU del^y a conclusion so 
pleashig? fetch the Haki^ hither. » 

. ((My .lord,» said the baron, who. perhaps 
saw some accession of. fever in, this overflow 
of confidence,— ft bethink you, the Soldah is a 
pagan, and that you are his most formidable 
enemy-T--' — » 

.ft For which reason he is the- more bound to 
do me service in this matter, lest a,paltry fever 
eijid the quarrel betwixt two such kings. I tell 
thee, he loves me as I love him — as noble ad- 
versaries ever love each other ' by my honour, 
it were sin to doubt his good faith. » 

« Nevertheless, my lord, it were well to wait 
the issue of these, medicines upon the Scottish 
squire,* said the I^ord of Gilsland; « my own 
life depends on it, for worthy w^re t to die 
like a dog did I proceed rashly in this mat- 
ter,' and make shipwreck of the weal of Christ-* 
eiHiom.» ^ 

. ft I never knew thee before hesitate for fear 
of Iife,» said Richard, upbraidingly. 

a Nor would! now, my liege, ». replied the 
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Stout-hearted baron, « save that yours Kes at 
pledge as well as my own. » 

(^Well, thpii suspicious martal, begone then, 
and watch the progress of this remedy- , I 
could almost wish it might either cure or 
kill me^ for I am weary* of lying here like an 
ox dying of the murrain; when tlimbours are 
beatings horses stamping, and trumpets sound- 
ing without. » " '*• - 

The baroi^ hastily departed, resolved, how- 
ever, to ^dmmunicate his errand to -some 
churchman, as he felt something burdened in 
conscience at the idea of his master being at- 
tended by ah unbeliever/ 

The Archbishop of Tyre was the first -to 
whom he confided his doubts^ knowing his in- 
terest with his, master, Richard, who both 
loved and honoured th^t sagacious prelate. 
The bishop heard the doubts which De Van* 
stated, with that acuteness of intelligehce 
which distinguishe$ the Rpman Catholic clergy. 
The religious scruples of De Vaux he treated 
with as much lightness as propriety permitted 
him to exhibit on Such a suliject to a layman, 
ft Mediciners,'» he said, «ltke the mediciues 
which they employed, were often useful, 
though the one were by birth or manners the 
vilest of humanity, as the others are, in many 
ca^es, extracted frohi the basest materiah. 
Men may use the assistance of pagans and in- 
fidels, » he said, «in their need, and there i% 
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reason to think, that one cause of their being 
permitted to remain on ear& was, that they 
niight minister to the convenience of true 
Christians — ^thus, we law,fuily make slaves of 
heathen captives.— Again^v continued the pre- 
late, M' there is^no doubt that the primitive 
Christians usfed the^servicesof the unconverted 
heathen-x-thtts, in the ship of Alei^ndria, in 
which the l)|ptsed Apostle Paul sailed to Italy, 
the sailor^ were, doubtless pagans, yet what 
said the holy saint when their ministry was 
needful-— ^iVisi hi in. navi. manserint^ vos salvi 
fieri non potestis — ^Unless these men abide in 
the ship, ye cannot^ be saved.'— Again,. Jews 
are infidels to Christianity, as well as Mahom- 
medans. But there are few physicians in the 
camp excepting Jews, and ^uch are employed 
without scandal or acniple. Therefore, 'Ma- 
hommedans.may be used for their service in 
that csLpadty^^imQd erat demonstrandum.» 

Thi$reas,oning£ntireiyremov^the8cruple8 
of Thomas De Vaux, who was particularly 
moved by the Latin .<}Uotation, as he did not 
UhdeTstiBind a word of it. 

But the bishop proceeded with far less 
fluency, when he .considered the possibility 
of the Saracen^s acting with bad faith; and 
here he camie not to a speedy decision; The 
baron showed him the letters of credence. He 
read and re*read them, and compared the ori- 
ginal with the translation. 
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«It is a dish . curiously cooked,* he said, 
« to the palate of King Jtichard, and I cannot 
but liaTe my suspicions of the wily Saracen. 
They are curious in the art of poisons, and. can 
so temper them that they shall be weeks in 
acting upon the party/ during which time the 
perpetrator .has leisure to. escape. They can 
impregnate cloth and leather, nay, even paper 
and parchment, with the most subtle venom — 
Our Lady forgive me I — -And wherefore know- 
ing this, hold I these letters of credence so 
dose tp' my face ! — ^Take them, Sir Thomas, 
take them speedily, tf 

Here he|;ave them at. arm's-length, and with 
some appearance of haste,to the baron, (i But 
come, my Lord DeVaux, >{ he continued, « wend 
we to the .tent of this sick squire, where we 
shall learn whether this Hakim ha,th really the 
art of curing which he professeth, ere we con- 
sider ,whether there be safety in permitting 
him to exercise hi$ art upon King Richard. — 
Yet hold^ let nie first take my pouncet-box, for 
these fevers spread like an infection. - 1 would 
advice you to use dried rosemary steeped in 
vinegar, my lord, I, too, know something of 
the healing art. » -.1 

« I thank your reverend lordship^ » replied 
Thomas of GilslAnd; « but had I been accessi- 
ble to the fever, I had caught it long since by 
thebedpf my master. » 

The Bishop of Tyre blushed, for he had ra- 
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ther avoided tbe presence of the sick mdnarch ; 
aild he bid the baron lead X>D.- 

As they paused before- the wretched hut in 
\yhich Kenneth of the Leopard and his follower 
^ode,. the bishop said' to De Vaux, « Now, of 
a snretj, my lord, these Scottisk knights hare 
worse care of their follower than we of otir 
dogs. Here is. a knight, valiant they say in 
battle^ and tbonght fitting to be graced with 
charges of weight in time of truce, whose es- 
quire of the body is lodged worse than in the 
worst dog-kennel in England. What safy you 
of your neighbours?!* 

« c That a master . doth well enough for his 
-servant, ^hen he lod^eth him in' no worse 
dwelling than hisbwq^» said De Vaux, and en- 
tered the hut. ' - 

The bisbop followed, hot without evident 
reluctance; for though he lacked not courage 
in some respects, yet it was tempered -iviih a 
strong and lively regard for his own safety. 
He recollected., however, the necessity there 
was fqr jiidging persoi^ally of the skill of' the 
Ai^ian pl^ysician, .and -entered the hut with a 
stateliness of manner calculated, as he thought, 
to impose respect on the stranger. ' ' - 

The prelate was, indeed, a striking and com- 
manding figure. In his youth he had been 
eminently handsome, and even in age was 
unwilling to appear » less so. '^ His episcopal 
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dress >vas4F't6e ricliest fiaishion, triRimed with, 
costly for^ and surroubded by a cope of cufiout 
needle-work. The rings on his fingers were 
worth a ^goodly barony, and the hood which 
he wd'e, thpngh now unclasped- and chfown 
back for heat, had studs of pure gold to fasten 
it when he ^o inclined. His ^ong beard, - now 
silvered with age, descended over his breast. 
One of two youthful acolytes who attended * 
him, created an artificial shade; peculiar |:hen 
to the east, by bearing x)Ter his Head an um- 
brella of pahnetto leiives, while^the other re- 
freshed his reverend misistef by agitating a faa 
of peacock-featherd. 

When the Bishop of Tyre entered (he hut of 
the Scottish knight, the master was absent ; and 
thie Moorish physician, whom he had come to 
see, sai in the very posture in which De Vaux 
had left him scteral hours before, cross-legged, 
upon a mat made of twisted leaves, by t^ «ide 
of the patient, who aippeared in deep slumber, 
and whose pulse- be Telt from time to tin>e. 
The bishop remained standing before him in 
silfence, foi* two or three minutes, as if ^peet<» 
ing %ome honourable salutation^ or at least 
that the Saracen would seem struck with the 
dignity of his appearahce. But Adonehec el 
Hakim took no notice of him beyond d passing 
glance, and when the prelate at length sa- 
inted him in the Lingud franca current in. the 
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coantry, he onlyi replied I^y the oixykaryOrieD- 
talr greetiQgy a Saldm alicum^—pesLce he . with 
*ydii.» . : , .' - 

. M Art . thou a physician, infidel ?» sard the hi- 

^ ^hop, somewhat ipordfied at ^bis ,Gold recep- 
tion. ' H I would speak with thee on that art.« 
ali thou knewest aught of medicine, » an- 
swered £1 {lakim, « thou wouldst be awai^e, 
that physicians kpld no counsel or debate in 
the 3ick cbainber of their patient.. Hear^v he 
added, as the low growling of the stag-bound 
^vas heard from, the inner hiit, « Qven the dog 
might teach thee reasofi,^ Ulepi^t. Hi^ instinct 
teaches him to suppress his b£(rknig in tbe sick 
man's hearing. — Come without the* tent, » said 
he, rising and 'leading ^the way, .« if th6u .ha$t 
aught to say. with me. tf 

* Notwithstanding- the plainness of the Sa- 
racen leech's dress, and- his inferiority of size, 
when codtrasted .with the' tall prelate and gi- 
gantic English baron, there was something 
striking in his manner and countenance, which 
prevented the Bishop^frTyre from -expressing 
strongly the displeasure he felt at liiis uncere- 
lnot)[ious rebuke. >When .without the hut, he 
gazed Upoi^Adonebec in silence for several 
minutes, before he could fix on the best man- 
ner to renew' the conversation. No locks 

' were seen under the high skin-i)onnet of the 
Arabian, which hid also part of a brow vvhich 
seemed lofty and expanded, smooth, and free 
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from wrinkles^ asi weir^ hU cheeks^ where they 
were seen under th^ sh&d^ of his lopg beardt 
We have elsewhere noticed the piercing (Qua- 
lity of hi^ dark eyes. " 

The prelate, struck with his apparent youth, 
at length broke ^ pause, which /he. other 
seemed in no haste to interrupt, by demanding 
of the Arabian how old he was. , 

«The years of or^itiary men,» said the 
Saracen, nare counted Jby their wrinkles^ those 
of .sages hy their studies. I dare not call 
myself older than an hundred revolutions of 
the Hegird.»*.. ' . 

The Baron of Gilsland, who took this for a 
literal assertion that he was a century old, 
looked doubtfully upon the prelate, who, 
though he better understood the meaning of 
El Haki.m,ahswere<^his glance by mysteriously 
shaking his head. He resumed an air of im- 
portance,, wheji he again- authoritatively de- 
manded, what evidence Adonebec could pro- 
duce of his medical proficiency. 

a Ye have the word of the mighty Saladin,» 
said'the.sage, touching his cap in sigh of reye- 
re*nce.; « a word which was never broken 
towards friend or foe — wliat, Nazaren^, 
wouldst thou demand, more?)) 

« I would have ocular proof of thy skill, p 

> Meaning, that hi» atl^nments were those ■which m\^ |i»te 
been made in a hundred years. 
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said tbe baron, « and wkhouiitthau approach- 
es t not to. tlie couch of King Richard r» 

« The praise of the phpician, » said" the 
Arabian, «is in the recovery ^ of his patient. 
Behold this serjeant, whose' blood has been 
dried up by- the fever which has whitened 
your camp j(Vil;h skeletons, and against Which 
the art of your Nazarene leeches lidtth been 
like. a. silken doublet against a lance of steel. 
Look at^is fingers and arms, wasted like the 
claws and shanks of the- crane. ' Death had 
thislhoming his clutch on him; but bad Azrael 
been on, one «ide of the couch, I being on the 
other; "his soul should not- have he^n reft from 
his body. Disturb 'me no.t with farther ques- 
tion, but await^the critical nrinute,*and behold 
in silent wonder the-marrellous event: » 

ITi^ physician had then recourse to his as- 
trolabe, theoracle of eastern science^ and watch- 
ing with grave precision until the precise time of 
ilie evening "prayer had arrived, he sunk on 
his^ knees, with his JPace turned to Mecea^ and 
redted the petitions which close the Mosle- 
,inah> day of toil. The bishop and the Eng- 
lish baron looked] on each other, .nieanwhire, 
with symptoms of contempt and indignation, 
butneither judged it fit to interruptEl Hakim 
in his devotions^, unholy as they- coilsidered 
them to be. • ' . 

TTie Arab arose fr<;m th« earth, oh which 
he had prostrated himself, and walking into 
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the hut where the patient lay extended, he 
drew a sponge from a siiiall silver box, dipt 
perhaps in some aromatic distillation; for 
when he put it to the sleeper's nose,* he sneei- 
ed; awoke, andlooked wildly around. He was 
a ghastly spectacle, a& he sat itp almost naked 
on his couch, the bones and. cartilages as vi- 
sible through the surface of his' sl^in, as if they 
had never been clothed with flesh: his face 
was long, and furrowed with wrinkles, but bis 
eye, though it wandered at first, became g^E^- 
dually more settled. He seem.ed to be aware 
of the presence of his dignified visitors, for he 
attempted feebly to pull the coveriiig from* his 
head, in token of reverence, as Be inquired, 
in a subdued and submissive voice, for his 
master. 

«Do you know us, vassal ?» said the Lord 
of Gilsland. " - - . . 

« Not perfectly, my lord; » replied the 
squire, faintly. « My sleep^has4)een long and 
full -of dreams. Yet I knowthat-you nre a 
great English lord, as seemeth by the red- 
cross, and this ^ holy prelate, whose blessing 
I crave on me, a poor siniier; » ^ 

a Thou hast it — Benedictto Domini sit vdhis- 
cum^n said the prelate, inakjng the sign of 
the cross, but without approaching nearer to 
the patient's bed. 

« Your eyes witness,'^ said the .Arabian, atlie 
feverhathbeeii subdued — ^he speaks with-calna- 
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oess' and TecoHcction-^is pulse beats com- 
posedly as yours^ — trjits pulsations yourseltv 

I'he prelate -declined tba ekperimeDt; but 
Thomas*. of Gilsland, more determined on 
making the experiment^ did so, and satisfied 
himseliF tb^t die fe^ver tras indeed gon^.>^ 

•This is most Wonderful, » said the knight, 
ioiokin^ to the bishop; «the hian is as,suredly 
cured.; I must conduct this medic^ler pre- 
sently to King Richard'^ tent — ^Wbat thinks 
your reyeren,ce?» . . . ' 

« Stay, let me finish dne cure ere I commence 
another, » said the Arab; ^ I will pass with you 
when I have given my patient the second cup 
of this most bol^ elixir. >i 

So saying he. pulled^ out a silver ciip, and 
filling it with water from a gourd which stood 
by the bedside, he next drew, forth a small 
silken bag made of network, twi3ted with 
silver, the contents of which the by-standers 
cotifd not discover, and immei^ing it in the 
' cup, cpntinlied to watch it in silence during 
the space. of five minutes. It seemed to the 
spectators as if some effery/sscence took place 
during the operation^ but if so it instantly 
subsided. . . 

« Drink, »~ said the physician*^ to the sick 
man— ^« sleep, and awaken free from m^lady.j^ 

«And wfth this simple '-seeming draught, 
thou wilt undertake to cure a monarch?u said 
the Bishop of Tyre. • 
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a I have curjed abeggar, as you may behold, » 
replied the sag^e. . « Are the Kings of Fraii- 
gistan made of other clay ?« 
. cr Let us have him pj::eseritly to the King, » 
said the B&ron6( Gilsland. « He hath shovrh 
that he possesses the secret which toay restore 
his health. If he fails to exercise it, I will put 
himself past the power of medicine. » : 

As they were aboyt to leave the hut, the 
sick xnan, raising. his voice as much as his 
weakness permitted, exclaimed, ft Reverend 
father, . noble knight, and you, kind leech, if 
you would have ^>e sleep /ind recover, tell me* 
in charity what is hec^ome of my dear master?^ 

ft He*i3 upon a distant expedition, friend, » 
replied the prelate; * on an /honourable em- 
bassy, which may detain hiip. for some days.M 

«Nay,» said the Bacon of Gilsland,'/<why 
deceive the poor fellow?— Friend, thy master 
has returned to the camp, arid you will present- 
ly see hiri^.» - - . 

The invalid held Up, as if in /thankfulness, 
his wasted hands to Heaven, and resisting no 
longer the soporifer^us operation of the elixir^ 
sunk down in a. gen tie sleep. 

ft You are a better physician than I, Sir Tfho- 
mas, » said the prelate ; .« a soothing falsehood 
is fitter for a sick room than an linnleasing 
troth. » 

« How mean'you, my reverend lppd?» said 
De Vaiix, hastily. « Think. you' 1 would tell a 
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^Isehood' to save the Jives of a dozen such as 
he?» - ' 

«Yoa ^aid", ». replied th6 bishop, with ma- 
nifest symptoms of. alflrm-^« yt}u said . the 
esqdire'd ihj3ister-was rettirnecl— he, I mean, of 
* the Leopard. 9 " 

. »( Anli he tV ret«rn€^d,» said De Vsamx.' <t I 
sppke .with him hot few hours since. This 
learAGd teech came in his company. »- 

« Holy Virgin ! why tcJd you not of his. re- 
turn to me, »;said the'bishop, in evident per- 
turbatiom. * 

« bid I not say thai this same Knight of ihe 
Leopard had returned in company with the 
physician? — I thought I had, » replied De Vaox, 
carelessly; « but what signified his reiOTn to 
, the skill of the physician, or the cure of his 
Majesty?)) * . . 

«Much^ Sir Thomas—it signified miich, » 
said the bishop, clenching his hands, pressing 
his foot against the earth, and giving signs of 
impatience as if in an involuntary manner. 
« But where can he be. gone now, this same 
knight?--G'od be with us — ^her€ may be some 
fatal -errors.)) 

« Yonder serf in the outer space, » said De 
Vaux, ; not withour wonder at the bishop's 
emotion, « can probably' tell us whither his 
master has gone.i 

The lad was summoned, and; in a language 
neai^y incomprehensible to them, gave them at 
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length to understand, that an officer had sum- 
moned his master to the royal tent, some time 
before their arrival at that of his master. The 
anxiety of the bishop appeared to rise to the 
highest, and became evident to De Vaux, 
though neither an s^cute observei', nor of a 
suspicious temper. But withhis anxiety seemed 
to increase his wish to keep it subdued and 
utiobseryed. He took a hasty leave of De 
Vaux, who looked after him with astonish- 
ment; and, after shrugging up his shoulders 
in silent wonder, proceeded^ to conduct the 
Arabian physician to the tent of King Richard. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Suspicion is a heavy armour, and 

With its 6yfn weight impedes mor^ than it protocCs. 

Lord Btron i i 

The Batoi^.^.GilslaKd walked, vrith eloiw step 
and an anxious countenance towards the royal 
pavilion. He had much diffidence of his own 
capacity except in a field of battle, and, con- 
scious of no very acute intellect, was usually 
contented to wonder at circumstances, which 
a man of'livelier imagination would have en- 
deavoured to investigate and understand, or 
at least would have made the subject of specu- 
lation. But it seemed very extraordinary, even 
to him, that the attention of the bishop should 
have been at once abstracted from all reflection 
on 'the marvellous cure ^hich they had wit- 
nessed, and upon the probability it afforded 
of Richard being restored to health, by what 
seemed a very trivial piece of information, an- 
nouncing the motions of a beggarly Scottish 
knight^ than whom Thomas of .Gilsland knew 
jnothing within the circle of gentle blood more 
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unimportaiit^or contemptible^ and, despite bis 
nsual habit of passively beholding passing 
events, the baron'$ spirit toiled with unwbnted 
attempts to form conjecturee^ on the catise. 

* At length the idea occurred at once to him,- 
that the whole might be a conspiracy against 
King Richard, formed within the camp of the 
allies, and to which the bishop, who was by 
some represented as a politic and unscrupulous 
person^ was not unlikely to have been acoes- 
sary. It was true, that in his own opinion 
there existed no character so perfect as that of 
his master; for Richard being the flower of 
chivalry^ and the chief of Christian leaders, 
and obeying in all points the command&of Holy 
Church, De Vaux's ideas of perfection went 
no farther; Still he knew' that, however, an- 
v^orthily, it had been always^ his master^s fate 
to draw as much reproach and dislike, as ho- 
nour and attachment, from the display of his 
qualities; and that in the veFy.camp, and 
amongst t1u>se princes bound by oath to >the 
crusade, were many who would have sacrificed 
.all hope of victory, to the pleasure of ruining, 
or at least of 'humbling, Richard of England. 

«Whereforef» said theharon to hiknself, tcit 
is in no sense impossible that this £1 Hakim, 
with this his cure, or seeming cure, wrought 
on the body ol the Scottish squire, may mean 
nothing'but atrick, to which he of the Leopard 
may be aecessary, and wherein the Bishop of 
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Tyre, prekte as he is, niay have some share. » 
This hypothesis, indeed, could not be so 
easily reconciled with the alarm manifested by 
the bishop on learning that, contrary to his 
expectation, the Scottish knight had suddenly 
returned to the crusaders' camp. But De 
Vaux was influenced only by his general pre- 
judices, which dictated to him the 'assured 
belief, that one ^ily Italian priest, a false- 
hearted Scot, and an infidel physician, formed 
a set of ingrediients from which all evil, and 
no good, was like to be extracted. He re- 
solyedf however, to lay his scruples bluntly 
before the King, o| whose judgment he 
had nearly an opinion as high as of his va-r 
lour. 

Meantime, events had taken place very conr 
trary to the suppositions which Thomas De 
Vaux bad entertained. Scarce had be left the 
royal pavilion, when, betwixt the impatience 
of the fever, and that which was natural to his 
disposition, Bichard began to murmnr at his 
delay, and express an earnest desire for his 
return. He had seen enough to try to reason, 
himself Out of this irritation, which greatly in- 
creased his bodily malady. He wearied his 
attendants by demanding frpm -them amuse- 
ments ; and the breviary of the priest, the ro- 
mance of the clerk, even the harp of his £si- 
(vourite minstrel, were had recourse to in vain. 
At length, some two hours before son down. 
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and long, therefore, ere he could expect a sa- 
tisfactory account lof. the process of the cure 
which the Moor or Arabian had undertaken, 
he sent, as wie have already heard, a messenger, 
commanding the attendance of the Knight of 
the Leopard, determined tosoothe his impa- 
tience by obtaining from Sir Kenneth a more 
particular account of the cause of bis absence 
frond the camp, and the circumstances of his 
meeting with this celebrated physician. 

The Scottish knight, thus summoned, en- 
tered the r6yal presence,* as one who was no 
stranger to^such scenes. He Vvas scarcely 
known to the King of England even by sight, 
although, tenacious of his rank as devout in 
thie adoration of the lady of his secret heart, 
he h.ad never been absent on those occasions 
when the munificence and hospitality t)f Eng- 
land opened the court of its monarch to all 
who held a certain rank in chivalry. - The 
King gazed fixedly on Sir Kenneth approaching 
his bedside, while the knight bentiiis knee for 
a moment, then arose, and stood before him 
in a posture of deference, but not of subser- 
vience or humility, as became an officer in the 
presence of his sovereign. 

« Thy name, » said the King, « is Kenneth of 
the Leopard— from whom hddst thou degree 
of knighthood ?j» 

«I took it from the sword of William, the 
Lion of Scotland, » replied the Scot. 
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<i:A weapon, M satd.tW King^ m well worthy 
to confer honour, nor has it been laid on an 
undeserving shoulder. We have seen thee 
bear thyself knightly and valiantly in press of 
battle, when most need there was; and thou 
hadst not been yet to learn that, thy deserts 
were known to us, but that thy presumption 
in other points has been such, that thy services 
4}an challenge .no better reward than that of 
pardon for thy transgression. • What. sa(yst 
thou — ^lia?» , 

Kenneth attem]>ted to speak, hut was unable 
to express himself distinctly ; the consciousness 
of his too ambitious love, and the keen falcon- 
glance 'with which Goeur de Lion seemed to 
penetrate his inmost soul, combining to discon- 
cert him. 

ft And yet,*v said the King, « although soldiers 
should obey command, and vassals be respect- 
ful towards their superiors, we might forgive 
A< brave knight greater offence than the keep- 
ing a simple hound, though it were contrary to 
our express public ordinance. » 
. liicbard kept his eye fixed on the Scot's 
face,. beheld,, and beholding, smiled inwardly 
at thb relief produced by the turn he had given 
to his' general accusation. 

:»So please you, my lord,y said the Scot, 
« your Majesty must be good to us poor gentle- 
men of. Scotland in this matter. • We are far 
iVom hoi^e, scant of revenuesj and cannot 
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support ourselves as your wealthy^ nobles, 
who have credit of the - Lomhairds. The 
Saracens shall feel our blows the harder^ that 
we eat a piece of dried venison from time to 
tinae, with our herbs and'barley cakes: » 
. . «> It skills not asking my lea ve^.v said Richard, 
!ii^nce Thomas de Vaux, who doth,* like all 
around me, that which is fittest in his own 
eyes, hath already given thee permission for 
hunting and ha'wking.»> . ' 

« For hunting only, and please you — » said 
-the Scot; « but if it please your Majesty to in- 
dulge me with. -the* privilege of hawking also, 
and you list^to trust ine with ^ falcon on fist, I 
trust I could supplyyour royal mess with some 
choice vvater-fo^'l. » 

• « Idread me, if thou hadst but the faIcon,» 
said the King, « thou wouldst scarce wait for 
the permission. I wot well it is said abroad 
that we of the line of Anjou resent offence 
age^nst'Our forest law§, as highly as 'we would 
do* treason* against Our crown. To brave and 
wortby men, however, ♦ we- could pardon 
eithermisdemeanour. — But enough of this. — 
I 4esire to know of you, Sir Knight, whejefore 
and by whose authority you took this recent 
journey to the- wilderness of the DeadSea and 
£ngaddi?» - 

«By order,***' replied the knight, « of the 
Council of Princes of th^ Holy Grusadc. » 

« And how dared any one to give such an 
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order, when I — not the 'Lea^t, surely, m tke 
league— >vas unacquainted with it?» 

« It was not my part, please your highness, » 
said the Scot, « to inquire into such particulars. 
1 am a soldier of tfa^ross — serving, doubtless 
.for the present,' under your highness'$ banner, 
and proud of the permission to do so-^but still 
one who hath taken on him the holy symbol 
for the rights of Christiapity, and the recovery 
of the Holy Sepulchre , and bound, therefore, 
to obey, without question, the ^orders of the 
princes and chiefs by whom the blessed en- 
terprize is directed. That indisposition should 
^seclude, I trust for but a short time, your 
highness from their councils, in which you 
hold so potential a voice, I must lament vnth 
all Christendom; but, as a soldier, I must obey 
those on whom the lawful right of command 
devolves, or set but an evil e^mple in the 
Christian camp.» 

a Thou say 'st well, » said King Bichard ; « and 
the blame rests not with thee^ but with those 
with whom, when it shall please Heaven to 
raise me from this accursed bed of pain and 
inactivity, I hope .to. reckon roundly. What 
was the purport of thy message?* 

« Methinks, and please your highness,* re- 
plied Sir Keniiethj « that were best asked of 
tliose who sent me, and who can render the 
reasons of mineer]:9nd;vvhereas I can only tell 
its outward form and purport.^ 
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« Paltev not with ine, Sir Scot— =it were ill for 
thy safety, « said the irritable monarch. . 

a My safety, my Iprdyv replied the knight, 
firmly, ft I cast behind me as a regardless thing 
when I vowed myself to this enterprise, look- 
ing rather to my immortal welfare, than to 
that which concerns my earthly i>ody.» , 

icBy. the- mass, » said King Richard, «-thoK 
art a brave fellow ! Hark thee, Sir Knight, I 
love the Scottish people ; they are hardy^ though 
dogged and stubborn, and, I think, true men 
in the main, though the necessity of statb has 
sometimes constra^ined them to be dissem- 
blers. I deserve some love at their hand,, for 
I have voluntarily done wh^t they could not 
by arms have extorted from me any more than 
from my predecessors — I have re-established 
the fortresses of Roxburgh and Berwick, which 
lay in pledge to England — I have restored 
your ancient boundaries — and, finally, I have 
renounced a claim to homage, which I thought 
unjustly forced on you. 1 have endeav.oured 
to make honourable and independent friends, 
where former kings of England attempted 
only to compel unwilling -and rebellious 
vassals. » - 

a All this you have done^ my Lord King,* 
said Sir Kenneth, bowing — nail this. you have 
done, by your royal treaty with our sovereign 
at Canterbury. Therefore have you me, and 
many better Scottish men, making war against 
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ihe infidels, und^r your bantiefs, who would 
else have been ravaging your frontiers in 
. England. * If theit numbers are now few, it is 
betiause their lives have been freely wagtd and 
vvasced;» - 

. ff^ I grant it trne,» said the King; « and for the 
good offices I have done yolii* land, I require 
you to remember that, as a principal member 
of the Christian league, 1 have aright to know 
the negotiations of my confederates. Do me, 
therefore, the justice to tell me what I have a 
title to be acquainted with, and which I am 
certain to know more truly from you than from 
others. » 

«My*lord,*K said the Scot, «< thtfs conjured, I 
' will' speak the truth; for I well believe that 
your purposes towards the principal object of 
our expedition are single-hearted and honest; 
and it is tnore than I dare warrant for others 
of the holy league. Bie pleased; therefore, to 
know, my charge was to propose, through the 
medium of the hermit of Engaddi, a holy man, 
respected and protected by Saladin himself — » 

ft A continuation of the-truce, I doubt not,» 
said Richard, bastily interrupting him. 

«No, by Saint Andrew, my liege, » said the 
Scottish knight; «but the establishment of a 
lasting peace, and the withdrawing our armies 
from Palestine. » 

« Saint George !» said Richard, in astonish- 
ment, — a 111 as I have justly thought of them, I 
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coald not have dreamed they would have 
humbled themselves tO'Such dishonour. Speak, 
Sir Kenneth, with what will did you carry such 
a message?!) 

« With right good will, «iy lord,» said Ken- 
neth; a because, -when we had lost odr noble 
leader, under whose guidance alone I hoped 
for victory, I saw none who could .succeed 
him likely to lead us ta victory, and I ac* 
counted it well in such circumstances Co avoid 
defeat. V 

« And on what conditions was this hopeful 
peaee to be contracted ?v said King Rich$rd, 
painfully suppressing the passion with which 
his heart was^ almost bursting.- 

« These were not entrusted to me, my lord. 
I delivered them sealed to the hermit. » 

(( And for what bold you this reverend her- 
mit? — for fool, madman, traitor, or saint ?» 
said Richard. 

« His folly, sire,» replied the shrewd Scotch- 
man, (cl hold to be assumed to win favour 
and reverence from the Paynimrie, who re- 
gard madmen as the inspired of Heaven^ at 
least it seemed to me as exhibited only occa- 
sionally, and as not mixing, like natural folly, 
with the general tenor of his mind.» 

« Shrewdly replied,* said the monarch, 
throwing himself baqk on his' couch, from 
which he had half^raised' himself. "^« Now of 
his penitence?)) 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iSo TALES OF THE CRUSADERS, 

« His . -penitence, » continued Kenneth, « ap- 
pears ^to me sincere, and the fruits of remorse 
for some dreadful crime, for which he seems, 
in his own opinion, condemned to reproba- 
tion. » 
- tt And for his policy ?» said King Richard. 

H Methinks^ my lord, he despairs of the se- 
curity of Palestine, as of his own salvation, 
by any means short of a miracle — at least, 
since' the arm of Richard of England hath 
ceased to strike for it.» 

ft And therefore the coward policy. of this 
hermit is like'tha; of these miserable princes, 
who, forgetful of their knighthood and their 
faith, are only resolved and determined when 
the question is retl^eat, and, rather than go 
forward against an armed Saracen, vvould 
trample in their flight over a dying ally !» 

« Might I so far presume, my Lord King,« 
said the Scottish knight, « this discourse but 
heats your disease, the epemy from which 
Christendom dreads more evil than from arm- 
ed hosts of infidels. » 

The countenance of King Richard was, m- 
deed^ more flushed, and his action became 
more feverishly vehement, as, with clenched . 
hand, expanded arm, and flashing eyes, he 
seemed at once to suffer under bodily pain, 
and at the same time under vexation of mind, 
while his high spirit led him to speak ont» as 
if in contempt of both. 
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« You can flattec, Sir Kaight,* he said, « bul 
you escape *me Hot. I must know more from 
you than you have yet told rae. SaW you my 
royal consort when at Engaddi?» 

« To my knowledge — no, my lord,» replied 
Sir Kenneth, with considerable perturbation; 
for he remembered the midnight procession in 
the chapel of the rocks. 

«I ask you,» said the King, in a sterner 
voiccy « whether you were not in the chapel 
of the Carmelite Nuns at Engaddi, and there 
saw Berengarine, Queen of England, and the 
ladies of her court, -wlio went thither on 
pilgrimage?» 

»My lord,» said Sir Kenneth, « I will speak 
the truth as in the confessional. In a subter- 
ranean chapel, to which the anchorite con- 
ducted me, I beheld a choir of ladies do ho- 
mage to a relic of the highest sanctity; but 
as I saw not their faces, nor heiard their voices*, 
unless in the hymns which they chanted, I 
cann«t tell whether the Queeti of England was 
oftheKevy.» 

« And was there no one of these ladies known 
to you?» ' . 

Sir Kenneth stood silent. 

«I ask you,» said Richard, raisitig himself 
on his elbow, nas a knight and a gentleman, 
and I shall know by your answer how you 
valjue either character— did^ you, or did you 
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iiot, kjaow any lady amongst that band of 
worshippers ?«, , ' 

. ft My lord,y said Kenneth, not vvithout much 
hesitation, « I might gaess.^^ 

• ft And I also .may guess, » said the King, 
frowning sternly ; « but it is enough. Leopard 
as. you are, Sir Knight, beware tempting the 
lions paw. Hark ye— ^to become enamoured 
of the mo^n would be but an act of folly ; 
but to leap from the battlements of a lofty 
tower, in. the wild hope of coming within her 
sphere, were selfrdestructive- madness.* 

At this moment some bustling was heard in 
the outer apartment, and the King, hastily 
i^hanging. to bis more natural manner, said, 
« Enpugb-^begone — ^speed to De Vaux, and 
send him. hither with the Arabian physi- 
cian. My life, for the fjaith of the Soldan! 
Would he but abjure bis false law, I would 
aid him with my swor-d to drive this, scum of 
French and^Austrians from hi^ dominions, and 
think Palestine ji^s well ruled by hifn ast^v^hen 
her kings w£fre anointed by the ^decree of 
Heaven itself, » •. • . 

The Knight of the Leopard retired, and pre- 
sently afterwards the chamberlain announced 
a deputation from the Council, who had come 
to waitton the^Majesty of England. 

u It is well they allow that I 9m living yet,w 
ivas his reply. • «Who are the reverend am- 
bassadors ?» 
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.« The Qpand Master of the Templars, and 
the Marquis of Montserrat. » 

« Our brother of France loves not sick-beds, v 
said Richard;. « yet, had Philip! been ill, 1 ha4 
stood by his couch Jong sioce. — Jt^celyn, lay 
me (he couch more fairly, it is tumbled like a. 
stpriny sea-breach me Jonder steel mint)r — 
pass a comb through my hair and beard. They 
look, indeed, liker a lion's mane than a Chris- 
tian man's locks — bring water. » 

a My lord,» said the trembling chamber- 
lain, « the leeches say that cold water m^y 
be fatal^» 

« To the foul fiend with the leeches ! » replied 
the monarch ; « if they cannot cure me, think 
you I will allow tliem to torment me ?t— There, 
theA — n he said, after having made his ablu- 
tions, ftad<pit the worshipful envoys; .th(sy 
will BOW, I think, scarcely see that pain has. 
made Ri^ard^ixegjigept of his person. » 

The cel^brajted Master of the Templars wa? 
a tall, thin, war-wora man, with a slow yet 
peoetmtij^g <eye^ s^nd a brow on whi(;h a .thou- 
sand d^rit. intrigues ha<l stamped a portion of- 
their obscurity, At the head of that singular 
body, tjo whom their order was every' thing, 
and thjfeir individuality nothiog-rseekiug ,%he 
adyaapem^nt pf its power, even at the Jia^ard 
of that very religion which the fraternity were 
originally. as$pciai,ed tp protect— accused of 
hereby wdt ^il^bcuaf t^* aAth^iigh by ,their. -^h^r 
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racter Christian priestn — suspected' of secret 
league with the Soldan, though by oath de- 
voted to the protection of the Holy Temple, 
or Its cecoveryr*-the who.le order, and the 
whole personal character of its Commander, 
or Grand Master, was a riddle, at thp expo- 
sition of which most men shuddered. The 
Grand Master was dressed in his white robes 
of solemnity, and he bare the abacus^ a mystic 
staff of office, the peculiar form of which 
has given rise to such singular conjectures 
and commentaries, leading to suspicions that 
this fraternity of Christian knights were em- 
bodied under the foulest symbols of Pagan- 
ism. 

Conrade of Montserrat had a much more 
pleasing exterior than the dark and mysterious 
priest-soldierby whom he .was accompanied. 
He was a handsome man, of middle age, or 
something past that term, bold in the field, 
sagacious in council, gay and gallant in times 
of festivity; but, on the other hand, he was 
generally accused of versatility, of a liarrow 
and selfish ambition, of a desire to extend his 
own principality, without regard to the weal 
of the Latin kingdom of Palestine, and of 
seeking his own interest by private negotiations 
v^ith Saladin, to the prejudice of the Christian 
leaguers. 

When the usual salutations bad been made 
by ^ese dignitaries, and courteously returned 
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by King Richard, the Marquis' of Montserrat 
commeQc^d an explanation of the motives of 
• their visit, sent, as he said they inhere, by the 
anxious Kings and Princes who composed the 
Council of the, Crusaders, «to inquire into ^he 
health of their magnanimous ally, the valiant 
King of England. » 

« We know the importance in which ,the 
Princes of the Council hold our health,» re- 
plied, the English King; «and are well aware 
how much they must have suffered by sup- 
pressing all curiosity concerning it for fourteen 
days, for fear, doubtless, of aggravating our 
disorder, by showing their anxiety regarding 
the event, » 

The flow of the Marquis's eloquence being 
checked, and he himself thrown into some con-* 
fusion by this reply,, his more austere com- 
panion took up the thread of the conversation^ 
and, with as much dry and brief gravity as was' 
consistent with the presence' which he adr 
dressed, informed the -King, that they came 
firom the Gounci), to pray, in the name of 
Christendom, athat he would not suffer his 
health to l>e tampered with by. an infidel 
physician, said to be dispatched bySaladin, 
until the Council had takenmea^ures to remove 
or confirm the suspicion, which they at present 
conceived did attach itself to the mission of 
such a person. » 

« Grand Master of the Holy and Valiant 

8. 
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Ordet of Knights Templars, and you, Most 
NoUe Marquis of Montserrat,!? replied Ricfaard, 
«if it please you to retire into the adjoining 
pavifion, you shall presently see "what account 
tve make of the tender remonstrances of our 
royal and princely colleagues in thi^ most re- 
ligious warfare. » 

The Marquis and Grand Master reth^ed ac- 
cordingly; nor had they been many minutes 
in the outward payilioi^ when the Eastern 
physician Jtrrived, acxiompanied by the Baron 
of Gilsland and Kenneth of Scotland. The 
Baron, however, was a little later of entering 
the tent than the other two, stopping, per- 
chance, to issue some orders to the warders 
without. 

As the Arabian physician entered, he made 
his obeisance^ after the oriental fashion, to the 
Marquis and Grand Master, whose dignity was 
apparent, both from their appearance and 
their bearing; The Grand Master returned 
the salutation with ah expression of .disdainful 
coldness, the Marquis^ with the popular cour- 
tesy which .he habitually practised to men of 
every rank and nation. There was a pause; 
for the Scottish, knight, waiting^for the arrival 
of De Vaux, presumed not, of. his own au- 
thority, to enter the tent of the King of Eng- 
land, > and, during this interval, the Grand 
Master sternly demanded ojF the Moslem, — 
» Infidel, hast thou the courage to practise 
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thine art ppon. the person of an anointed 
sovereign of th^ Christian hdst?» 

ttThe sun 0/ AllalL,» answered the sage, 
n shines on the Nazarene 'as well a& on the true 
believer, and his servant dare make no. distinc- 
tion betwixt them, when called on to exercise 
his art of heaiiiig. » . 

u Misbelieving Hakim, » said the Grand Mas- 
ter, «tor whatsoever they call thee for a^unbap- 
tized sla>:e of darkness, doest thou well know 
that thou shah be torn asunder by wild horses 
should King Richard die under thy charge ?n 

fcThat were hard justice, » answered the 
physician , « seeing, that I can but use human 
means^ and that the issue is wriueninthebook 
of light.)) 

« Nay, reverend and valiant Grand~Master,)r 
said the Marqliis of Montaerrat, « consider that 
this learned- man is not acquainted with our 
Christian order, adopted in the fear of. God, 
and for the safety of hisanointed*^ — Be it known 
to thee, grave physician^ whose skill we doubt 
not, that your wisest course is to repair to the 
presence of the illustrious Council of our Holy 
League, and thereto give account and reckon- 
ing. tp.:su^h,\yise and. learned leeches as they 
shall npnli])ate- concerning your means of pro- 
.cegs'and iCure./of this illustrious patient; so 
shall you escape all the danger, which, rashly 
taking such a high matter iipon your sole 
aaswer, you may else most Kkely incur*» 
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vMy lords,)» said El Hakim/ ir I understand 
you well. But' knowledge hath its champions 
as well as ' your military art, and hath some- 
times its martyrs as well as religion. I haye 
the command of my sovereign, the Soldan 
Saladin, to^heal this Nazarene King^ and, with 
the blessing of the Prophet, I will obey his 
-commands. If I fail, ye wear swords thirsting 
for thje4)lodd of the faithful,: and f proffer my 
body to your weapdas; But I will not reason 
with one uncircumcised upon the virtue of 
the' medicines of which I have obtained 
knowledge, through the grace.of the Prophet, 
and I pMray you interpose no delay between 
me and my office. » 

«Who talks of delay?» said the Baron de 
Vaux, hastily entering the tent; « we have had 
:but too much already.^ — I salute you, my Lord 
of Montserrat, and yoo, valiant Grand Master. 
But I must, presently pass with this learned 
physician to the bed-side of my master. » 
' «.My lord,» said the Marquis, in Norman 
French, or the language of Ouie, as it was 
then called, «are you well advised that we 
came %o expostulate on the part of the Council 
of tha^Monarchs and Princes of the Grusade, 
ag>iinst the riisk' of permitting an infidel and 
eastern physician to tamper with a health so 
vulfiable as. that of your master King Richard?* 
• «'NoUe Lord Marquis, » replied the Eng- 
lishman, bluntly, . « I can neither ttse miftiy 
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words, nor do I delight in listeDing to tfaein — 
moreover, I aiyi inucfa ;nore ready to belieye 
what my eyes ht^iif e seen, than what my ears 
have heard. ^ I '^m satisfied that this heathen 
can cure the sickness of King Richard, and I 
believe and ti^iist he will labour to do.so. Time 
is precious. If Mohammed^— may God's cursfe 
be on him!-^8tood at the door pf the tent, 
with such fair purpose a» this Adonebec el 
Hakim entertains, I would hold it sin* to delay 
him. for a mimute — So^ give ye God'den, my 
lords. » 

.« Nay but,» said Gonrade of Montserrat, 
K the Kiiig himself said we should be present 
when this same physician dealt upon him.» 

The baron whispered the chamberlain, pro- 
bably to know whether the Marquis spoke truly, 
and then replied, « My lords, if you will hold 
ydur patience, you are welcome to enter with 
us; but if you interrupt, by action or. threat, 
this accomplished physician in his duty, be it 
known that, without respect to your high 
quality, I will enforce your absence from Rich- 
ard's tent; for know, I am so well satisfied of 
thcTirtue of - this mans medicines, that were 
Richard himself to refuse them, by our Lady 
of Lanercost, I think I could find in my heart 
to force him to . take the means of his. cure, 
whether he would or no. — Move onward. El 
Hakim. » 

The last word was spoken in' the Lingua 
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Franca, and instantly obeyed by the physician. 
The Grand Master looked grimly on the un- 
ceremonious soldier, but, casting his eye on 
the Marquis, smoothed his frowning brow as 
'well as he could, and both followed De Vaux 
and^ the Arabian into the inner tent, where 
Richard lay expecting them,, with that impa- 
tience with which the sick patient watches the 
step of his physician. Sir. Kenneth, whose 
attendance seemed neither asked nor prohi- 
bited, felt himself, by the circumstances in 
which he stood, entitled to fpllow these high 
dignitaries, but, conscious of his inferior power 
;and rank, remained aloof during the scene 
which took place. 

Richard, when they entered his apartment^ 
immediately exclaimed, a So ho! a goodly fel- 
lowship come to see Richard take his leap in 
the dark. — My noble allies, I greet you as the 
representatives of our assembled league; Rich- 
ard Xyill again be amongst you jn his former 
fashian, or ye shall bear to the grave what is 
left of him. — De Viaux, lives he or dies he, 
thou hast the thanks of thy prince.-— There is 
yet another— but this fever hath wasted mine 
eyesight — what, fhe bold Scot, >vho would 
climb Heaven without a ladder?— he is wel- 
come too. — Come, Sir Hakim, to the .work, to 
the work.)) 

The physician, who had already informed 
himself of the various symptoms of the Ring's 
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illness, now felt his pulse for a long time^ and 
with deep atteniioii, while all aroiind stood 
silent and in breathless expectation. The sage 
next filled a cup with spring water, and dipped 
into it the small red purse, which, as formerly, 
he took from hishosom* When he seemed 
to tbint it sufficiently medicated, he was 
about to offer it to the sovereign, who prevent- 
ed him, by spying, a Hold an instant. — Thou 
hast felt my pulse — -let me lay my finger on 
^hine. — ^^I too, as becomes a good knight, know 
something of thine art. » 

The Arabian yielded his hand, without 
hesitation,. and his long slender dark fingers 
were, for an instant, enclosed, and almost 
buried, in the large enfoldment of King Rich- 
ard^s hand. 

a His blood beats calm as an infant's — » said 
the King ; « so throb ||ot theirs who poison 
princes. De Vaux, whether we live or die, 
dismiss this Hakim with honour and safety — 
Commend us, friend, to the lioble Saladin. 
Should I die, it is without doubt of his faith — 
should I live, it will be to thank him as a war- 
rior should be thanked. » 

He then raised himself in bed, and took the 
cup in his hand, and, turning to the Marquis 
and the Grand Master, — « Mark what I say, and 
let my royal brethren pledge tne in Cyprus 
wine — 'To the immortal honour of the first 
crusader who shall strike lance or sword on 
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the gat« of Jerasalem; and to the shame and 
eternal infamy of whomsoever shall turn back 
from the plough da which he hath laid his 
faandTw 

He drained the cup -to the bottom, resigned 
it to* the Arabian, and sunjcback, as if exhaust- 
ed, upon the cusMons which, were arranged 
to receive him-. The physician, then, with 
silent but expressive signs, directed that all 
should leave the tent exceptijag himself and 
De Vaux, whom no remonstrance could induce 
to withdraw. The apartment ' was ^cleared 
accordingly. 
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And now I will unclasp a secret book, . 
And, to your auifk-cooceiTing discontent, 
I ^n read y9u matter deep and dsngerous. 

^ ' ' Henry i^. Part I, - 

Thb Marcpis of Montserrat, and the Oratid 
Master of the Knigjhts Templars, stood, toge- 
ther in- the front of the royal pavilion, A\ithin 
which this singular s<^ene had passed, and he- 
held a strong guard of hjlls and bows drawn out 
to form a circle around it, apd keep dt- dis- 
tance all which might disturb the sleeping 
monarch. The soldiers wore the downcast, 
silent, and sullen looks, with which they 
trail their arms at a funeral, and stepped 
with such cau'tibn that you could not hear a 
buckler ring, or a sword clatter, though so 
many ipen in armour were moving around 
the tent. They lowered their weapons in deep 
reverence^ as the dignitaries passed tlyrpugh 
their files, but with the.saine profound si- 
lence. 

« There is a change of cheer among these 
island dogs,» said the Grand Master to Con- 
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rade, when. they, had passed Richard's guards. 
K What hoarse tumult and revel used, to be 
before this pavilion ! nought but pitching the 
bar, hurling the ball, wrestling, roaring of 
sQhgs, and q^uafBng of flaggons, among these 
burly yeomen, as if they were holding some 
country wake, with a Maypole in the midst of 
ihem, instead of a royal standard. » 

a Mastiffs are a faithful race, » said Con- 
rade; aand^tjbe King their master has won 
their love <by being ready to wrestle, brawl, or 
revel amongst the foremost of them, whenever 
•the fhumour 'seizediiim.ii « 

teiHe.is totaUy cooippunded 43t hamoiirs,» 
• said ' the Giiand Master. > » Maiked you' the 
pledge he 'gsv*ei>ns, itrstead >of <a prayer, ov^er 
•his graoe^'Cup yond«*?» ' . 

-a He had felt it a graoe-oap, and a well- 
spieedonetoo,)! said the Marquis, ci were. 5a- 
ladin Hke any )0<ther. Turk that eV'er vrore 
turban, or .turned him to Mecca at call^oftthe 
mmez^in. / fiut'^he^affects faithy and lion0ur, 
apd generosity ,--^s if it were fbr^att unbap- 
%tzed dog like fainot' to pre$;tis^ jthe wittuous 
;beariiig,6fa'GhristiaB knight! Itiseaidheliath 
^appli^dto diehard to; be admiued within the 
|>ale -of cJyiiv«lry.» 

a By Saint Bernard N exclanned the Grand 
Master, « it were time then to throw off our 
belts ^nd spurs,. Sir Gonrade, defece our arras, 
and renounce our burgcmets^- if the bluest ho- 
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Qour of ^Chrktiantty were «eQiifeiTed od an 
uadiristdned TuiIl of Ceopence. » 

kYou rate the Soldan^ cheap, » replied -the 
Mlur<pits ; « yet thou{^ he he a likely man, I 
haire seen a better sold for f6rty pence at the 
bagnios» 

They^ were now .near their horses, which 
stood at dome distance from the rQyal tent, 
prancing among the gallant train of esquires 
said pages by whom they were attended, when 
Goni:ade9 after 'a moment's pause, proposed 
that they should enjoy the coolness of the 
evetiing breeze s^which- had arisen, and, dis- 
meissing their steeds and attendants, walk 
bconewards to dieir own quarters, through 
the lines t>f the extended Christian camp. 
The Grand ^Masjter assented, and they pro- 
ceeded to walk together accordingly, avoiding, 
as if by mutual consent, the more inhabited 
parts of the canvas city, andjtracing the broad 
esplanade which Jay between the tents and 
the-external defences, where they could con- 
verse in private, and unmarked, save by the 
sentineJs as they passed them. - * 

They spoke for a time upon the military 
points and preparations for defence; but this 
sort of discourse, in which neither seemed to 
take interest, at length died away, and there 
was a long pause, which terminated by the. 
Marquis of Montserrat stopping short, like a 
man who has formed a sudden resolution. 
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an^y gazing i^r som^ moments on the dark 
inflexible countenance of.jtlie Grand Master, 
.he at length addressed Iiitn thus: — <c Might it 
cpnsistwith your Yalour and sanctity, revcretid 
Sir Giles Amauryi I would pray you for once 
to lay aside the dark vizor which you -wear, 

, and to conyerse with.a friend, barefaced.* 
The T^n^plar half-smiledl 
ft There are light-coloured masks, » he said, 
« as well as dark* vizors, and theone conceals- 
the natural features as c^topletely as the 
other* » 

. « Be it 80, )r said the. Marquis, puttliig his 
hand tO: his chin, and withdrawing it with the 
action of one who unmasks himself; « there 
lies my disguise. And now, whaft think you, 
as touching the interests of your Own order, 
of tbp prospects of this crusade? » 

^ ttX^^is is tearing the Veil from m^ thoughts 
rather than esipOsing your own,» said the 
Grand Master ; « yet I will reply with a parable 

. told to me by a santon of the desert* — * A cer- 
tain farmer prayed to Heaven fOr rain, and 
murmured when it fell not at his need. To 
punish his impatience, Allah,' said the santon, 
^sent the Euphrates upon his farm, and he 
was destroyed with all his possessions, even 
by the granting of his own wishes.' » • 
. ft Most truly spoken, n said the Marquis Con- 
rade ; « would that the .ocean had swallowed 
.up nineteen parts of the armaments of these 
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princes! what remained would better have 
served the purpiDse of the Christian nobles of 
Palestine, the ^vretched remnant of the Latin 
kingdom of Jerusalem.' Left to ourselves, we 
might have bent to the storm, or, moderately 
supported with money and troops, we might 
have compelled Saiadin to respect our valour, 
and grant us* peace atid protection on easy' 
terras. . But from the extremity of ddnger 
with which this crusade threatens the'Soklan, , 
we cannot suppose^ should it pass over, that 
the Saracen will suffer any* one of us to hold 
possessions or principalities in Syria, far less 
permit the existence of the military fraterni- 
ties, from whom they have experienced so 
^much mischief. » 

«Ay, but,)r said the Templar, a these adven-* 
turous crusaders may succeed, and again plant 
the Cross on the bulwarks' of Zion. » 

ft Apd what will that advantage either the 
order of the Templars, or Goi^rade of Mont- 
serrat?» said tlie Marquis. 

ft You it may advantage,)) replied the Grati4 
Master. aConrade of Monts^rrat might be- 
come Conrade King of Jerusalem. » 

« Thatsound^likesomething,»-saidtheMar- 
quis, « and yet it rings but hollow.— Godfrey 
of Bouillon might well choose the crown of 
thorns for hia emblem. Grand Master; I will 
confess to you I have caught some attachment; 
to the eastern form of government : a pure 
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and simple monarchy'^ should- consist but of 
king, and subjects. Snch is tbe simple and 
primitive structare-7-a shepherd and his flock. 
All this internal chain of feud^ dependence is 
artificial and sophistioated^ and I. would rather 
hold the b^ton of my poor marquisaiet with a 
firm, gripe, and wield it after my. pleasure, 
than the^sceptre of a monarchy to.be in effect 
restrained, and curbed by ^he will t>f as many 
prpjud. feudal barons^ as hold land unider the 
Assize of Jerusalem. A kiajg should tread 
freely, Grand Master, and not be controHed 
by Jbere a ditch,, and there a fence-r-here a 
feudal privilege, and there a m»il-<^lad baron, 
with his sword in his hand to maintain it. 
Tp su^ the whole, I am aware that .Guy de 
Lusignan'^ claims to the. throne wt>ukl'be pre- 
ferred to jnine, if Richard recovers, and has 
aught to say in the choice. » 

« Enough, » sard the Grand Master; « thou 
hast indeed convinced me of thy sincerity. 
Others may hold the sane opinions, but few 
save Conrade. of . Monlseriat dared frankly 
avow that be desires not the restitution of the 
kingdom of Jerusalem., hut rather prefers 
being master of a portion of its fragments ;, like 
thjB barbarous islanders, , who labour not fe^r 
the deliverance of a goodly vessel from the 
bilk»ws, expecting rather tbeorich themselves 
at the expense c^ the wreck.* 
^ •tThou wik not betray my coansel?* said 
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Conrade, -looking^ -sharply and suspicioQsly. 
« Know for certam^ that my tpngue shall never 
wrong my head^ n'Ot my hand forsake the de-.. 
feace of either. ' Impeach me if theu wik — I 
am prepared to defend myself in the lists 
against the best. Templar who* ever laidjaiice 
in rest.»» . ■ - . 

« Yet thou.stact^st som^wfa^t su4d^ply for so 
bold a steed, » said the Grand Master. . How- 
ever, I swear to thee by the Holy Temple> 
which our Order. is. sworn to defend, that I 
will keep counsel with-thee as a tru« comrade* » 

«By which Temple ?ir said the Marquis of 
MoQtiserrat, whose love of sarcasm qften out- 
i^n his policy anil discretion; « swearest thou 
by that on the hill of Ziod, which was built 
by Ring, Solomon, or by that, symbolicail, emr- 
blematical, .edifice, which is said to be spoken 
of in the councils held in the vaults of your 
Precfiptories,. for the aggrandizement of thy 
valiant and venerable Order?» 

The Templar scowled upon hiiti with eye of 
<leath, but answered calmly, nBy whatever 
Temple 1 sweaK> be assured, Lord Marquis, 
ttiy oath, is sacred,— I would I knew how to 
bind thee by one of equal obligation. » 

«I will dvvear truth to thee,» said the Mar-. 
quis, laugl^ing, « by the coronet, which I Hope 
to convert, ere ^e$e Wars, are over, into, 
something, better. It feels cold oii my brow, 
that same flight coronal ; a duke's cap of main- 
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tenance Avere a better protection ageLipst iucb 
a night -breeze as now blows, and a king^'s 
crown vfete preferable, stilf, being lin6d with 
comfortable erniine and velvet. In a word, 
our interests bind us together; for thint not. 
Lord Grand 'Master, that were these allied 
princes to regain Jerusalem, and place a king 
of their own choosing there, they would suf- 
fer your order, any iriore than my poor )iiar- 
qiiisate^ to^retain the independence which we 
now hold. Wo, by Our Lady ! In such cfase 
the proud Knights of Saint John must again 
spread plasters, and dress plague-sores, in the 
hospitals; and you, most puissant and vene- 
rable Knights of the Temple, mtist return to 
your condition of simple' men-at-arms, sleep 
three on a pallet, and mount two upon one 
horse,, as yoUr present seal still expresses to 
have been your ancient most simple custom. » 

« The rank, privileges, and opulence of our 
order prevent so much degradation as you 
threaten,)) said the Templar, haughtily. 

« These are your bane,» said Cotirade of 
Montserrat ; « and you as well as I, reverend 
Gi^nd Master, know, that werq the allied 
Princes to be successful in Palestine, it would 
be their first point of policy to abate the inde- 
pendence of your order,, which, but' for the 
protection of our holy father the Pope, and 
the necessity of employing your valour in the 
conquest of Palestirte, you would long since 
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have experiencetl. * Give them complere sue- 
cessy and' yoti \^31 he flung aside, ds the 
splinters of a hroken lance are tossed out of 
the tilt-yard.» 

« There may be truth in 'whkt you^ say,» 
said the Templar, darkly smilfng'; « but what 
were our hopes should thelEillres withdi^w- 
their forces, and leave Palestine in the grasp 
ofSaladin?i> 

« Great and assured^ » replied Conrade; »the 
Soldari would give large -provinces to maintain 
at his behest a body of well-appointed Frank- 
ish lanee^. In Egypt, in Persia, an hundred 
such auxiliaries, joined to his own light ca- 
valry, would tuVn the battle against the most 
fearful odds. This depend^nce^would be but 
for a time — ^perhaps .during the life of this* 
enterprizing Soldan — but in the East, empires 
arise like n^ushrooms. Suppose him dead, 
and us strengthened with a constant; succession 
of fiery and adventurous spirits from Europe, 
what might -we not hope to achieve, uncon- 
trdlled by these , monarchs, whose dignity 
throws us at present into the shade— and werfr 
they to remain here and succeed jn this €;xpe-' 
dition, would >y ill ingly consign us for Jever to- 
degradationand dependence ?» 

« You say well, my Lord Marquis, » said the 
Grand Master; «and yoiir word^ find an echo 
in my bosom. Yet inust'we be cautious ; 
Philip of France is wise as well as valiatat.» 
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a TriJ€» and will be therefore the more easi- 
ly diverted JTom an expeditioo, to whicb, in a 
moment of entbusia^m^^r urged by his nobles, 
he rashly bound himself. He is jeaIoa» of 
King Riqhard^ his oatwal- enemy, and Jongs to 
return tq prosecute pl^ns of ambition n^rer 
to Paris than Palestine* Any fair preteace 
will serve him for witbdra^iDg from a scene, 
in which he is aware he is wasting di^ f»r.ce 
of his kingdom. » 

citAnd the Duke of Austria?.».< said the 
Templar. • 

« Ob, touchii]kg the . Duke, » returned Con- 
radey « his self-conceit and folly lead him to 
the same conclusions ^as do Philip -s policy aad 
wisdom. He conceives himself, God^belptbe 
while, ungi^atefuUy treated, because' men^s 
mouths,— even tho^e of hi« owa minne^singers^ " 
— are filled with the praises of King Richard, 
whom be fears and bates, and Jn -whose harm 
he wolild rejoice^ like those unbred dastardly. 
curs, who, if the foremost of^the pack suffers by 
the gripe bf the wolf«.are much more likely to 
assail him from behind^ than to come to^.his 
assistances^ — But wherefore tell I this to thee, 
save to shew that I aia in sincerity, ia desiring, 
that this league be broken up, and the country 
freed of. these great monarchs with their bosjts? 
and thou- well kno west,. an4 ^«^^^ thy^elf iseejpi, . 

* The Gernianinjpsirdj were fo tenii«(l> f 
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how all theprince$of mfluencesrud power, one 
alone excepted, are eager to enter into treaty 
Vfitik tbe Soldan.i* 

a I acknowledge it,» said the Teraplan; « he 
were blinds that had not seen this in their last 
deliberations. But Jift yet thy mask an inch 
higher, and.tell me thy real reason, for pressing 
upon the Council that northerti Englishman, 
or Scot, or whatsoever you call yonder Knight 
of the Leopard, to carry their proposals for a 
treaty ?» 

a There was a policy in it,» replied the Ita- 
lian; « his character of native of Britain was 
sufficient to meet what Saladin required, who 
knew him to belong to the band of Richard, 
while his character of Scot, and certain other 
personalgrudgeswhichlwotofrendereditmost 
uaCkely that our envoy should, on liis return, 
hold aBy communication with the sick-bed of 
Richard, to whom his presence was ever unac- 
ceptable.)) 

ft Oh, too fiae-spun policy, » said the Grand 
Master; « trust me, that Italian spiders' >Yehs 
will never bind this ui^horn Sampson of the 
Isle-^well if you can dp it with new cords, 
and those, of die toughest. See you not that 
the envpy whom you have selected so care- 
fiilly, hadi brought usy in this physician, the 
mes^s of restoring the lion-hearted, buU-neck- 
ed Englishman, to prosecute his crusading en- 
terprize; and, so $000 as be is able onc« more 
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to Vush on, which of the princes, dare hold 
hack?-*-they mUsi follow him for very shame, 
although they would march under the banner 
of Satan as soon. » 

«Be Content, » siiid Conrad e of Mohtserrat; 
« ere this physician, if he work by any thing 
shprt of miraculous agency, can accomplish 
Richard's.cuVej it may be possible to put some 
open rupture betwixt the Prenchnian, at least 
the Austrian, and his allies of England, so that 
the breadh shall be irreconcilable; and Richard 
may arise fromvhis bed, perhaps tp command 
his own native troops, but never again^ by his 
sole energy, to wield the force of the whole 
Crusade. » 

tfThou art a willing archer, » said the 
Templar; «but, Cofirade ef Montserrat, thy 
bow is over slack to carry an arrow to the 
mark.n * 

He then atopt short, cast a suspicious glance 
to see that no one overheard him, and tak- 
ing Conjrade by the hand, pressed it eagerly 
as he looked the Italian in the face, and 
repeated slowly, — « Richafd arise from his 
bed, say'st thou?-^Conrade, he mtist never 
arise 1 » ! ' ^ 

Irhe Marquis bf Monts6rrat started — 
«What! — spoke you of "flichard of England 
— of Coeur de Lion-^the champion of Chris- 
tendom ?>» 

Hia cheek turned pale, and his knees trem- 
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bled as he spoke. The Templar looked at 
hiiq, with his iron visage coiitorted into a 
smile of contempt 

. « Know St thou \^hat thou look'st like, Sir 
Conrade, at this moment? Not like the politic 
and valiant Marquis of Montserrat — not like 
him who would direct the Council of Princes, 
and determine the fete of empire — hut like 
a novice, who, stumhling upon a conjuration 
in his master's book' of gramarye, has raised 
the devil when be least thought of it, and 
now stands terrified at the spirit which appears 
before him. » 

a I grant you,» sa^d Conrad e, recovering 
himself, « that— unless some other sure road 
could be discovered — thou hast hinted at that 
which leads most direct to our purpose.. But, 
blessed Mary! we shall become the curse of 
all Europe, the malediction of -every one, from 
the Pope on his throne to the very beggar at 
the church-gate, ^ho, ragged and leprous, in 
the last extremity of human wretchedness, 
shall bless himself that he is neither Giles 
Amaury, nor Conrade of Monj8errat.» ... 

a If thou takest it thus^» sajd. the/Grdnd 
Master, with the same composure which cha- 
racterized him all through this r^emarkable 
dialogue; « let us hold there has nothing 
passed between us--^that w6 have spoken in 
our sleep-«have awakened, and the vision is 
gone.» 
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« If never oan depart, » answered Con- 
ra^e. 

« Visions of ducal croiivnas and kingly^ dia- 
dems are, indeed, somewhat tenacioas of their 
glaiSe in the imaginaUon,* replied the Gcaiid 
Master. 

<c Well) » answered^ Goorade; « let me .but 
6rsttry to break peace hetween Aufidria and 
England. « • 

They parted. — Conrade remained standing 
still; uponi the ^pot, and watching the flowing 
white cloak of the Templar, as he stalked 
slowly away, and gradually disappeared anud 
the. fast-sinking darkness of the oriental night. 
Proud, ambitious, un^crupulou8, and poktic, 
the Marquis of Mentserrat was yet not cruel.by 
nature. He was a voli^uary and an epicu- 
rean, and, like many who profess this cha- 
racter, was averse, even upon selfish, motives, 
fr<)m inflicting pain, or witnesaing acts of 
cruelty; and he l*etained also a general sense 
of respect for'^is own reputation, which 
sometimes supplies «the want of the better 
principle by which reputation is to be main- 
tained. 

' «i>have,» .he said, as his eyesstill Watched 
the point at which he had seen xhe.last slight 
wave of the Templar's mantle*, — « I have, in 
truth, raised the devil with a vengeance! 
Who would have thought this stern .ascetic 
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e««nd Master, whose i^hole feitone and 
miGfortVDe is merged in that of his otder, 
would Ibe wilHtig to do more for its advance- 
ment, than I who labour for my own ioCeresC? 
To check this wild crusade was my motive, 
indeed, but I dorst not think on the ready 
mode which this determined priest has dared 
to suggest — yet it is the surest-- perhaps -even 
the safest.* 

-Such were the Marquis's meditations, when 
his muttered^ soliloquy was broken by a: voice 
from a little distance, which proclaimecl^ with 
the emphatic tone of an herald, — ((remember 
the holy Sepulchre ! » 

The exhortation was echoed from post to 
post, for it was the duty of the sentinels to 
raise this Cry from time to time 'upon theii* pe- 
riodical watch, that the host of crukidej's 
might al'v^ays have in their, remembrance the 
purpose of their being in arms. But though 
Conrade. was famiUar with the cnstom, and 
had heard the warning voice on all fiornsiei' oc- 
casions as- a tnatter of habit, yet it oame ^n'the 
present occasion so strongly in contact with 
his own train of thought, >tbat it seemed a 
voice from Heaven warnuig him against the 
iniquity which his heart meditated. He look- 
ed around anxioo^ly, as if, like thq patriarch 
of old, chough from very different circum- 
stances, he was expecting some ram caught in 
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a thickefe»^&opie substittition for tjie sacrifice, 
which his comrade proposed to offer, not to 
tho Supreme Being, but to the Moloch of their 
own amhitionr As be looked, the broad folds 
of the ensign of England^' heavily distending 
itself to the failing nigh t-breeee,. caught his 
eye. It was displaye4 upon an artificial mound, 
nearly in the raidst of the camp, which per- 
haps of old some Hebrew chief or champion 
had chosen as a memorial of his place of rest. 
If so, the name was now forgotten, and the 
crusaders had christened it Saiiit George's 
Mount, because f^om that, commanding height 
the banner of England v?a$ supereminently 
displayed, as if an emblem of sovereignty 
oyer the many distinguished, noble, and even 
royal* ensigns, which floated in lower situa- 
tions. ^ ' ' 

A quick intellect like that of Conrade catches 
ideas frond the glance of a moment. A single 
}ook 4m the standard seemed to dispel the 
uncertainty of mind which had affet^ted hira. 
He walked to his* pavilion with ^e hasty and 
determined step of one who has adopted a plan 
which he is resolved to achieve, dismissed the 
almost princely train who waited to attend 
him, and, a& bo committed himself to his 
couch, muttered his amended resolution, that 
the milder means are to be tried before the 
more desperate are resorted to. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. aog 

R To-morrow, » he said, « I sit at the board 
of the Arch-Duke of Austria — we will see what 
caa be done to advance otir purpose^ before 
proseciJiting the dark suggestions of this Tem- 
plar. 9 



9* 
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CHAPTER Xr. 

. One tfaiDg is certain in our northern land, 
That gi' to birth, to valour, wealth, or wit, 
Each their dominion to their possessor, 
Envy, that follows on such eminence, 
As comes the lyme-hound &n the roebuck's trace, 
Shall pull thegi-down each one. 

Sir DatTid Lindsay. 

Leopold, Grand Duke of Austria, was the 
first possessor of that noble country to whom 
the princely rank belonged. He had been 
raised to the ducal sway in the German em- 
pire, on account of his near relationship to the 
Emperor, Henry the Stern, and held under 
his governmeqt the finest provinces wliich are 
watered by the Danube. His character has 
been stained in history, on account of one ac- 
tion of violence and perfidy, which arose out 
of thes^ very transactions in the Holy Land ; 
and yet the shame of having made Richard a 
prisoner, when he returned through his domi- 
nion$,Ainattended and in disguise, was not one 
which fiiovved from Leopold's natural disposi- 
tion. He was rather a weak and a vain, than 
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an amhitiou^ or tyrannical prince. . His men- 
tal powers resembled .the qualities of hisper- 
son. He was tall, strong, and handsome^ with 
a complexion in which red and white wei^ 
strongly contrasted, and had long flowing locks 
of fair hair. But ihere was an awkwardness 
in his gait, which seemed as if his^ize was not 
animated by energy sufficient to put in ^notion 
such a mass ; and in the same manner, wearing 
the richest dresses, it always seemed as if they 
became him not. • As a prince, he seemed, too 
little familiar with his own dignity, and being 
often at a loss how to assert his authority when 
. the occasion demanded it,he frequently thought 
himself obliged to recover, by acts and expres- 
sions of ill-timed violence,^ the ground which 
might have been easily and gracefully main- 
tained by a little more presence of mind in the 
beginning of the controversy. 

Not only were these deficiencies visible to 
others, but the Arch-Dqke himself could not 
but sometimes entertain a painful conscious- 
ness that he was not altogether fit to maintain: 
and assert the high rank which he had ac- 
quired; and to this was joined the strong, and 
sometimes the just suspicion, that other.^ hdd 
him lightly accordingly. , . . 

When he first joined the crusade^ with a 
most princely attendance, he had desired much» 
to enjoy the friendship and intimacy of Bi- 
chard, and had made such advances towards.' 
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cultivating his regard^raS' ihelUag of Eogland 
Ottgbt, in policy, to have received and answer- 
ed. But the Arcb-Duke, though not deficient 
m bravery, w^s so infinitely inferior to Cceur 
de Lion in that ardour of mind which wooed 
danger as a bride, that the Kiii^ very soon held 
btm in a certain degree of Contempt. Richard 
also, as- a Norman >prince, a j3^ople with whom 
temperance was- h^itual„ despised the incli- 
nation Qf the German for the pleasures of the 
table, and particularly his liberal indulgence 
in the use of wine.. .For these, aQd other 
pergonal reasons, the King of England very 
soon looked upon the Austriaa Prince with 
feelings of contempt, which he was at no 
pains to coneeal.or modif)r,,and which, there- 
fore, were . speedily remarked, and returned 
with' deep hatred by the suspicious Leopold. 
The discord between them was fanned by the 
secret and politic arts of Philip of France,^ one 
of the most sagacious mqnarcbs of the time, 
who, dreading the fiery and overbearing cha- 
racter of Richard, considering him as his na- 
turar rival, and feeling offended moreover, at 
the dictatorial manner in which he, a vassal of 
France. for his continental domains,, conducted 
himself towards liis liege, endeavoured to 
scr^gthen his own party^ and. weaken that 
of Richard, by uniting the crusading princes 
of inferior degree,^ in resistaiKe to. what he 
termed the usurping authority of the King^pf 
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Englaad. Such w^s the state of politics and 
opinions entertaided by the Arch-Duke of 
Austria, when Conrade of Montserrat resolved 
upon employing his jealousy of England as the 
means of dissolvings or loosening at least, the 
league of the crusaders. 

The - time 'vdiich he chose for his visjt was 
noon^ and the pretence, to ^present the Arch- 
Duke with, some choice Cypress wine which 
had lately f^len into his hands, and discuss 
its comparative merits with those of Hungary 
and of the Rhine. An intimatiop of his pur- 
pose was of course. answered by a courteous 
invitation to partake of the Archducal^ meal, 
and every effort was used to render it fitting 
the splendour- of a sovereign prince. Yet, tlie 
refined taste of the Italian saw more cumbrous 
profusion, than elegance ^r splendoqr, in the 
display of provisions under which the board 
groaned. 

The Germans, though still possessing the 
martial and frank character pf their ancestors^ 
who subdued the Roman empire, had retained 
withal no slight tinge of their barbarism. 
The practices and principles of chivalry were 
not carried to such a nice pitch amongst them, 
as amongst the French and' English knights, 
nor .w«re • they obscurveps of the prescribed 
rules of society, which were among these 
nations supposed to express the height of civi- 
lization. Sidfing at the table of the Arch-Duke, 
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Gonrade ^as at once stunned and amused, 
with the clang of Teutonic sounds assaulting 
his ears on all sides, notwithstanding the 
solemnity of a princely banquet. Theii* dress 
seemed equally fantastic to him, many of the 
Austrian nobles retaining their long beards, atid 
alniost all of them wearing s^hort jerkins of 
various colours, cut, and fiourished, and fring- 
ed, inamannernot common in WesternEurope. 
Numbers of dependents, bid and young, 
attended in the pavilion, mingled at times in the 
conversation, received from their master the 
relics of the entertainment, and. devoured 
them as they stood behind the backs of the 
company. Jesters, dwarfs, and minstrels, 
were there in unusual humbers,. and more 
noisy and intrusive than they were permit- 
ted to be in better regulated society. As 
they were allowed to shai'e freely in the wine, 
which flowed round in large quantities, their 
licensed tumult yvas the more excessive. 

AH this while, and iii the midst of^aclanionr 
and confvision, which would better have be- 
come a German tavern during a fair than the 
tent of a sovereign prince, the- Arch-Duke was 
waited upon with a minuteness of form and 
observance, which showed how anxious he wa<^ 
to maintain rigidly the. state and character to- 
which his elevation bad entitled him. He 
was served on the knee, a&d only by pages of 
noble blood, fed upon plate o| silver, and 
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drank' his Tokay and Rhenish wines from a 
cuj) of gold. His ducal mantle was splendidly 
adorned with erminfe, his coronet might have 
equalled in value £i royal crown, and. his feer, 
cased in velvet shoes (the length of which, 
peaks included, might be two feet), rested 
upon a footstool of solid silver. But it served 
pardy to intimate^ the' character of the man, 
that, althoagh desirous to' show attention to 
the' Ma^jquis^ of IVTontserrat, whom he had 
courteously placed at his right hand, be gave 
much more of his attention to his spfuch- 
sprecheVy that is, his man of conversation, or 
sayer of saj-ings^ who stood behind the Duke's 
right shoulder. 

This personage was well attired, in a cloak 
and doublet of black velvet, the last- of wlbich 
was decorated with various silver and gold 
coins, stitched tipon it^ in memory of the 'mu- 
nificent princes who hM, conferred them, and 
bearing a short staff, to which also bunches 
of silver coins were attached by ^ings, which 
he jingled by way of attracting attention, 
when he Was about to say any thiiig which he 
judged worthy of it. Tfiis pers6n'» capacity, 
in the houseliold of the . Arch •? Duke, was 
somewhat betwixt that of a minstrel and a 
counsellor; he was by turns a flatterer, a poet, 
and an orator, arid those who desired to be well 
with the Duke, >generally studied. to gain the 
good-will of the spruch-spreche7\ 
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Lest too muchi of, this . officers wisdom 
should become tiresome, the .Duke's other 
shpulder was o^^cupied by liis haff-narr^ or 
court jester, called Jooas Sch wanker, who 
made almost as much jioise with his fopls-icap, 
bells, aud bauble, as did the orator, or man 
of talk, with his jingling baton. , ' 

These two personages threw out grave and 
comic nonsense alternately, while their master, 
laughing or applauding them himself, yet care- 
fully watched the countenance of tts iioble 
guest, to discern what impressions so accom- 
plished a cavalier received from this display 
of Austrian eloquence and wiL It is hard to 
say whether the man of wisdom or the man of 
folly contributed most to the jamusemeiu of 
the party, or stood highest in the estimation 
of their princdy master; but the sallies of both 
seemed excellently well received. Some- 
times they became rii^s for the conversatjon, 
aud clanged tlieir flappers in emulation of 
each other, with a most alarming contention; 
but, in genial, they seemed on such good 
terms, anil sp . accustomed . to support each 
others play, that the sprmh^sprecher often 
condescended to follow up the jester's wit- 
ticisms with an explanation, to render #iem 
more obvious to the capacity, of the audience; 
$0 that his wisdom became a sort of commen- 
tary, on the buffoon's folly. And sometimes^ 
in requital, th^ hcff-narry with a pithy jest, 
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wpiind up.tl^e coirclasipn of the orator^s te- 
dious barangae. 

Whatever his real sentimeirts rdight be, 
Conrade took -especial care thiat his couhte^ 
Dance should express nothing but satisfacjtion 
with what he heard, andoSmiled or applauded 
as zealously, to all appearance, as the Arch- 
Duke himself, at the solemn folly of the spmch' 
sprecher^ and the giUhering wit of the fool. 
In fact, he watched carefully until 4he one or 
other should introduce some topic> fayodrabfe 
to the purpose which was uppermost in his 
mind. ' ' ^ 

It was not long ere the King pf England 
was brought off the carpet by the jester, who 
had been accustomed to consider Dickon of 
the Brooi;n as. a subject pf. mirth, acceptable 
and inexhiEuistible. The orator, indeed, was 
. silent, and it was^' only when applied to by 
Conrade that. he observed, ,« The genista^ or 
broom plant, was ah emblem ojF hunrility ; and 
it would be well when those who wore, it 
would remember the warning.jv 
. . Theallusion to the illustrious badge of Plah- 
tagenet was- thus rendered sufficiently ma- 
nifest, and Jonas Schwanker observed, that 
they who humbled themselves had been exalt- 
ed with a vengeance. .. 

ff Honour unto whom hononris due,ii aa- 
swered the Marquis ofMontserrat;wehaveall 
HxblA some part inthesemarches and battles, and 

VOL. III. 10 
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methinksoAer priaces miglit shave a little in 
the r^npWD which Richarcf of England eQ«- 
grosser amongst min^tr^s and mmne-singers. 
Has no one' of the Joyeuse science a song in 
praise of the royal Arch*Duk.e of Austria, our 
princely entertainer ?« 

Three minstrels emulously stepped fervTard 
with voice and harp. . Two w«re^ silenced 
with difficulty by the spruck-sprecher^ who 
seemed te act as master of the revels, and a 
hearing was at length procured. for the poet 
preferred, who suog, iii high German, stanzas 
which may be thus translated : — 

what brave chie.f shall Uead the forces, , . 

Where the red-cross iegioos gather? 
Best of horsemen, best -of horses, 
; Highest head aB«^ fairest feather. 

Hev9 the orator, jingling hi$ staff, interrupted 
the bard to, intimate to the party, what they 
]9ftight DOthaire inferred from the description, 
that theic royal host was the party indicated, 
and a full crowined goblet went, round to the 
Mclixm^tioth^i/oeh lebe der. Hertqgi Leopold. 
Another stanza followed. 

Ask not Aiutria ^hy^ mids^prince), . 

Still her banner rises hij^hest ; 
Ask as well the slrong-^ing'd eagle, 

Why to heaven he soars thViiiglMft. 

a The eagle^w said the eapooxuler of dark 
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gayings, ,« is the cegnizance of oor dbble lopd 
the Arch-D«kei-*of his royal Grace, I "WQuId 
say-^aodthe eagltB flies the highest and nearest 
to the sun of all the feathered crealibn.w 

« The lion hath takea a spring above the 
eagle,».saidConrade, carelessly^ 

The ' Arch-Diike reddened, and fixed his 
eyes on the speaker, while the spi^ueh-^precher 
answered, after* a minutei's consideratidil, 
<s The Lord Marquis, will pardon me— a lioti 
cannot -Qy above an eaglev because noiioahath 
gotwin^.» 

ft Except the lion of Saint Mark,i» said tbe 
jester. 

ff That is the Venetian's banner',)* said the 
Duke; « but assuredly that amphibious race, 
half nobles, balf merchaats, will not dare to 
place ,their rank in comparison with burs. » 

r Nay, it was not of die Venetian lion that I . 
spoke,)^ said tfte Marquis of Montserrat; « but 
of the three lions passant of England; — ^fonnelv 
ly, it is said, they were leDplirds,;but now they 
are become lions at all points,, and must tak^ 
precedooce of beast, fish, or fowl, or Woe worth 
the gain*stander.)» * 

tiMean you seriously, my lord ?» said the 
Austrian,' now considerably flushed with wine; 
<i think you that Richard of ; England aiBserts 
any pre-eminence over the freesovereigus who : 
have been big voluntary allies in this crusade ?» 

«I rknow not" but from circumstances,'*) 
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answered CooraUe;. ft.yondcir haogs bis l^anner 
alane in. the midst of.eiir camp^ asi if.he were 
kipg and generalissimo o£ocu:' whole -Gbristian 
army.v - •», ". ■ * . . 

\ ftAnd do you endure this so patiently , and 
speak of it so coldly?* said the,Arch-*Duke. 

«Nay, my lord, » answered Gonrade, «it 
cann6t concern the poor Marquis of Montsetrrat 
to Qonteod against an injury^ patiently submit- 
' ted to by such-potent princesasPhilip of France 
and Leopold of Austria. . What dishonour you 
are pleased to si^bmit-to, cannot be a disgrace 
tQ raev» . , . , 

Leopold closed his fist, and struck pn the 
table with violence. 

((.I have told: Philip of this, » he said; «} 
have often tol4 ^io^.tb^t it was our duty to 
proteict th(3 inferior princes against the usurpa- 
tion of this islander — but he answers me ever 
with cold respects of their rations together 
Qs suzeraid and vassal^ and that it were ini po- 
litic in him to. make aii.opeq breach at this 
time and. periods V . 

. « Tlve.wor)d knows that Philip is wise^j). said 
-.Gdnr^de, u and*will judge his submission to be 
polity. — ^Yours, my lord, you can yourself alone 
-account- (or; but I doubt not you haye deep 
.i«asaiiSL|or submitting ta£aglishdoii|ination.v 
. ; « /siibmit ! » said Leopold, indignantly — « /, 
the Atch^Dulie of Aiistria» so important- and 
vit^^l a limb of tbi? Holy* Roman empiira — I 
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submit myself to this king of'hatf an island— j-^ 
this grandson of a Norman bastard !-^I^6, by 
Heaven ! The camp, and * all Christendom, 
sh^ll. see that I know-how to right myself, and 
whether lyield ground one inch to the English' 
ban-dog. — Up, my lieges and merry-men, up 
and follow me! We will — and that without 
losing one instant— place the eagle of Austria^ 
where she shall float as high a§ ever floated, 
the cognizance of King ot*^aisar.» 

With that he started from big seat, and, 
amidst the tumultuous cheering of his guests 
and followers, made for the door of the pavi-^ 
lion, and seized his owq banner, which stood 
pitched before it. ' • - / 

«Nay, my lord,» said Gonrade, affecting to 
interfere, « it will blemish ^onl* wisdom to 
make an afl^ray in the camp at this hour, and 
perhaps it is better to submit to the usurpation 
of England a little lobger than to » 

«^ot an hour— not a moment longer,* voci- 
ferated the Duke; and, with the banner in bis 
harfd, and followed by his shouting guests and 
attet^dants, ibarched hastily to the central 
mount, from which the banner of England* 
floated, and laid his band on the standard-spear, 
as if to pluck it frpm the grouild. 
. «My master, riiy dear master !». said Jonds 
Schwanker, throwiiig his. arms about the Duke 
-—a take heed—lions have teeth^— — » 

«And eagles have clpws,» said tlie Duke,- 
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iiot relinquishing his hold on the banBer*8taf f, 
yet hesitating to pull it from the ground. 

The speaker of sentences, notwithstanding 
such was his occupation, had nevertheless 
some intervals of sound sense. He clashed 
his staff loudly, and Leopold, as if by habit, 
turned his head towards his man of counsel. 

« The eagle is king among the fowls of the 
air,* said the spruch-sprecher^ as is the lion 
among the beasts of the field — each has his 
dominion, separated as wide as England from 
Oermany-^o tKou, noble eagle, no dishonour 
to the princely lion, but let yoilr banners remain 
Boating in pebce side by gide.v 

Leopold withdrew his hand from the banner- 
$pear, and looked roiind for Coiirad ofAf ontser- 
rat, but he saw him not; for the Marquis, so 
^on as ever he-saw the mischief' afoot,' had 
withdrawn himself from the crowd, taking 
care, in the first place, to express before several 
neutral persons his regret, that the Arcb-Duke 
should have chosen the hours after dinner to 
avenge any wrong of which he might think he 
had a right to complain. ]Not seeing his guest, 
to w:hom he wished more particularly to have 
addressed himself, the Arch-Duke said aloud, 
that having no wish to breed dissension in the 
army of the Cross, he did but vindicate his own 
privileges and right to stand. upon an equality 
with the King of England, without desiring, 
as be miglit have done, to advance bis banner, 
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wbich he derived from emperors, his proge- 
nitors, aboTC that of a mere descendant of the 
Counts of Anjou ; and-, in the mean time, be 
commanded a eatsk of wrne to be brought hither 
and ' pierced, for regaling the hy-standers, 
who, with tuck of drum and^Oand of music^ 
qoatfed many a carouse^ round the Austrian 
standsird. ^ . . 

Tbia disorderly scene \vas. not aeted.withotit 
a degree of noise, wbich alarmed the whole 
eamp. 

The critical hour bad arrived, at which the 
physici£^n, according, to the rules of bis art, 
bad predicted that his royal patient might be 
awakened with ^fety, and the ' sponge had 
been applied for that, purpose.; and the leech 
bad not made many observations ere be assured 
the Baron of Gilshmd that the fever had en- 
tirely left hiis sovereign, and that sjucb was the 
happy strength of his constitution, it would, 
not be even necessary^ as in most cases, to give 
a second dose of tho>pewerful medicine. Rich- 
ard himself seemed tq be of the same opinion, 
fctfr sitting up and rubbing bia eyes, he de* 
manded of De Vaux. what present sum of ^no- 
uey was in the royal coffers. 
: The baron eould not justly inform him of 
the amount. 

« It matters not, » said Richard ; «be it 
grcjlter or smaller, bestow it all on this learned 
leech, who hath, I trust, giyen. me back agai^ 
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to the sertice of the crusade. If it be les6 
thao a thousand byzants, l^x him have jewels 
to inake it up.» 

ffl sell not" tl^e wisdom with wbidi AUah 
has endowed me 9 » answ.eredlheAiahian phy- 
sician-; « and be it know^i to you, great Prince, 
that the divinis medicine, of which you- have 
partaken, would lose its effects in my unworthy 
hands, did I exchange it either for- gold or 
diamonds. » 

it He refuseth a gratuity 1^ said De Vaux to 
bim$elf. « This is more extraordinary than 
his being an hundred yiears old. » ' 

tt'Thoinas De Vaux,!* ,said Kichard, nthou 
kno west no- courage but^faat beloofgs to the 
sword, no bounty and virtue but what is used 
in chivalry — I tell thee that this Moor, in his 
independence, might set an example to them 
who account themselves the flower of knight- 
hood.* .'■'■■ 

. « It is reward enough for ine, » said the 
Moor,, folding, his arms^ on his bosom, and 
ipaintaining an attitude at once respectful an4 
dignified, a;that sd great a King as th^ Malok 
Ric should thus speafc, of his servant.— But 
now, let me pray yoli again to compose yourself 
on your couch; for though I think there needs 
no farther repetition of the divine draughty 
yet injury might ensue fk*om any too early 
exertion, ere your strength be eiitirely- re- 
s|ored.)f . . 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



A I niu$t'obey thee. Hakim, » ^td the King; 
«yet'beli^Te me, my bosom feels so free from 
the wasting fire, which for so many days hath 
scorched it, that I care not how soon I expose 
it to a brave man's lance.^— But hark ! what 
mean these shouts, atid that distant jnusic,- in 
the camp? Go, Thomas de Vaux, and make 
inquiry.!) . 

« It is the Arch-Duke Leopold, » said De 
Vaux, returning after a liiinut^'s ab^enc^, 
tt who makes with his pot*corapanions some* 
procession through the camp.» 

n The drunken' fool !» exclaimed King Rich- 
ard, « can he not keep his brutal inebriety 
within the yeil of his payilion, that 'he must 
needs ^how his shame to all Gbrist^ndonf? — 
What say you. Sir Marquts?» headded, address* 
ing himself to Gonrade of Montserratj.who at 
that moment entered the tent. 

nThus much, honoured Prince,* v answered 
the Marquis, « that 1 delist to see your Ma- 
jesty so well, and so far.refcovered;'and that is 
a long speedh for any 6ne to make who has 
partaken of the Duke of Austria's hospitality '.» 

« What ! you have been dining with the Teit- 
tonic wine-^kin, » said the monarch; n and what- 
frolic has he found out to cause all this disturb- 
ance? Truly, Sir Gonrade, I have still lield you 
so good a reveller, that I wOnder at your quit- 
ting the game. >< > . . 

De Vauxy. who was g'ot a little behind' the^ 
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King^ now exited himself, by look and 8igp> to 
make the Marquis imderstand that he should 
say nothing tO" Richard of what was passing 
without. But Gonrade understood not, or 
heeded not, thp prohibition. 

ftWhat the-Arch-Ehike does, » he said, «is 
of little consequence to any one, les^st of all to 
himself,, since he probably knows not what he 
is -acting — yet, to say truth, it is a gambol I 
should not like to share iu, since he is pulling 
down the banner of England from Saint 
George's Mount in the centre of the can^ 
yonder, and disphiyiiig his ownrin its stead. » 

«What say'st'lhbu?» said the King, in a 
tone which might have waked the dead. 

« Nay, » sand the Marquis, « let it not chafe 
your Highfiess, that a fool should act according 
to his folly » 

« Speak not to me, » said Richard, springing 
from his couch, and casting 6n his clothes 
with a -dispatch wliich seemed -marvenous^ — 
« speak not to me. Lord Marquisl — De Multon, 
I command thee speak not a word to me-^he 
that breathes but a syllable, is no- friend to 
Richard Hantagenet.— ^Hakim^ be. silent, I 
charge thee !» * 

. All this while the Ring was hastily clothiog 
himself, ahd, with tl>e last wO'rd, snatched his 
swordJFrom the pillar pf ihe tent, and, without 
any other weapon, or calling any attendance, 
he rushed out of the tent.' Gonrade^ holding 
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up Jiis Baiul») as if in astonishmeut, seetned 
willing to enter into conversation with De 
YftuXy but Sir Thomas pushed rudely past him, 
and calling to one of the royal eqi^erries, -said 
I^astily, — fiFly to Lord Salisbu^V quarters^ 
and let hinn get his men together, and iFollow 
ipe instantly to Saint George^s Mount. — Tell 
him the King'$ fever has left his blood, and 
settled in his brain. » 

Imperfectly heard, and still more imperfect- 
ly comprehended, by the startled attendant 
v^hom De Vaux addressed thus hastily, the 
equerry and his fellow-servants of the royal 
chamber* rushed hastily into the tents of the 

. neighboiuring nobility, and .quickly spread an 
alarm, as general as the ^use seemed vague, 
through the whole British forces. The English 
soldiers,^ waked in alarms from that noon^day 
rest which the heat of the climate had taught 
them to enjoy aB a luxury, hastily asked each 
other the cause of the tumult, and, without 
waiting an iinswer, supplied^ by the force of 
their own fancy, the wsmt of informatioti. 
Some said the Saracens were in the camp', 
some that the King's life was attempted, some* 
that he had^died of the fevep the preceding 
night, many that he was a^sa^inated by the 
Duke of Austria. The nbbles and officers, at 
an equal loss with the common paeq to ascer- 

^ tain the real cause of the disorder,* laboured 
only to get their followers u^'lde^ arms aiid 
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under authorhy, le$c their rasbness should 
occasion some great misfortune to the cru-' 
sading army. The English trumpets sounded 
toudf shrill, and ^continuously; Tlie alarm-cry 
of wBows and bills — ^bov\s dnd bills/v was 
heard from quarter to quarter; again and again 
shouted, and again Bnd again answered by the 
presence of the ready warWots, and their na- 
tional ' invocatioQ, a Saint George for merry 
England.v ' 

. The alarm went throagti thetiearest quar- 
ter of the camp, l^nd nieh of all the various 
nations assembled, where, petbaps, every peo- 
pie in Christendom had their Representatives, 
flew to arms, atid drew togiether under* cir- 
cumstances of ^general confusion, of which they 
knew neither the cause nor the pbject. It was 
boiveyer,( lucky ^ amid a'scene'so threatening, 
that the Earl of Salisbury, while he hurried 
after DcfVaux's summons, with a few only of 
the readiest English men-at«arms, directed the 
rest of the English host to be drawn up and 
kept under arms, to advance to Bi chard's suc- 
cour if necessity should require, but in fit array, 
and under -due command, and not with the 
tumultuary haste which their own alarm, and 
aeal for/the King^s safety, might have dic- 
tated. 

In the mean while, without regarding for 
one instant the shouts, the cries, the tumult, 
which began to thicken around him. Bichtird, 
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Tvhh his dress in the last .disorder, and his 
sheathed blade under his arm, pursued his way 
.with the utmost speed, fallowed 'only by De 
Vaux> and ope or two household servants, to 
Saint QeorgeV Mount. 

He outsped even the alarm which his impe- 
tuosity only bad excited, and passed the quarter 
of his own gallanttropps of Normandy, Poiton, 
Ga'scony, . and Anjou before the disturbance 
^had reached them, although the noise accom- 
panying the German revel had induced many 
. of the soldiery to get on fdot to listen. The 
handful o£. Scats v^re also quartered in the 
vicinity,- nor had jhey J^een disturbed by the 
uproar;. But theRings person; and-fais haste, 
wer^ both remarked l^y the Knight of the 
Leopard, who, aWare that danger must he 
afoot, and hastenihg tp share in it^ snatched 
his shield and sword, and united himself to 
De YanK, who with somq difficulty kept pace 
with bis impatient and fiery master. : DeVaox 
answered a look of curiosity, which the Spotti^ 
-; knight directed towards him, v. ith a shrug of 
; his broad shoulders, and they, continued, side 
by '^ide, to pursue fiichard*s steps. - , !' 

The King was soon at the foot of Scdnt 
George's Mount,. the sides. as well as platform 
of which were now surrounded and crowded, 
partly by those belonging to the Diftke olF4^us- 
tria's retinue, who were, celebrating^ wkh 
shouts of jubilee, the act which they conj^ider* 
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ed as an Bsseriion oi: national honour; ]>ardy 
by by-gtanders' o£ different nations, whom 
dislike to the English; or mere curiosity, had 
assembled togedier, to witness the end of these 
extraoixlipary proceedings. Through this dis- 
orderly troop Richard burst his way, like a 
g^oodly ship under full sail, which cleaves her 
forcible passage through the rolling billows, 
andiieedsnot that they unite after her passage, 
and roar upon her wake. ^ . 

On the top of the eminence^ was a small level 
space, on whidi wiere pitched the rival banners, 
surrounded still by the Arch- Duke's friends 
and retinue. ^ In^die. midst of the circle was 
Leopold himself, still comtemplating with 
selfrsatisfaction- the deed--be had dope, and 
stiU listening to the shouts of applause which 
bis partizans bestowed widi no sparing breath. 
While he was in this state of self-gratuIatioB, 
Bichard burst into tbe~circle, attended, indeed, 
only by twd men^ but in' his .own headlotig 
energies^ an irresistible host. 

« Who has da«ed, » he said, laying his hands 

upon the Austrian standard, and speaking in a 

voice like the sound whick precedes an earth- 

qnake; « who has dared to place this paltry 

.r^g beside the banner of EnglandPv > 

The Arch-DUkig^anted iiot.perspnaI t^ou- 
rage, aidd it was impossible he could hear this 
question without reply. Yet, so much was be 
tnoubledand surprised by ihe unexpected arri- 
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Tal of Richard, and affected by the general awe 
inspired by hisardent and unyieldiag character, 
that the demand was twice repeated, in a tone 
which seemed to challenge heaven and earth, 
ere the Arch-Duke replied, with such firmness 
as be could command, « It was I, Leopold of 
Austria. » . ■ ^ ■ 

ft Then shall Leopold pf Austria, » replied 
Richard, « presently see the. rale at which his 
banner and bis pretensions are held by Richard 
of £ngland»» 

So saying, hie pulled up the standard-spear, 
splintered it to pieces, threw the banner itself 
on the ipround, and placed his foot- upon it. 

« Thus, » said he, *« 1 trample on the'baiiner 
of Austria>-^Is there a knight aino»g your Teu- 
tonic chivalry, dace impeach my deed?4i 

There was a momentary silence ; but there 
are no braverrmen than the Germans. 

n I, 9 and ft I, » and « I, ». was heard from se- 
veral knights of the DukeV fcdlowers; and he 
himself added his voice to those whi<^ ac- 
cepted die King of England's defiance. 

ft Why do 'we dally thus?« said the Earl 
Wailenrode, a gigantic warrior from the fron- 
tiers^ of Hmigary>ttfirethreiiy and noble gen- 
tlemen, this man's foot is on the honour of 
your country — Let us res<»ie' it from viola- 
tion, and down Vitb the pride of England ! » 

So saying, he drew his sword> and struck at 
the King a blow.wfaich might have proved fatal. 
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had not the Scot intercepted and caught it 
upon his shield. 

(c I have sworB, » said Kin^j^ Richard — and 
.his voice viras heard. abb ve all the tumuk, which 
,now waxed wild and loud — « never to, strike 
one whose shoqlder bears the crossytherefore 
live, Wallenrode — ^but live to remember Ri- 
chard of England. » 

As-he spoke, he f;rasped the tall Hungarian 
round the^aist, and, unmatched in wrestling, 
as inother militaryexercisesy hurled him bach- 
wards with j>tich vipleiice, that tbemasli seemed 
sent as if from a military engine, not only 
through the ring of spectators who witnessed 
the exiratordinary scene, hut over the edge of 
the mount itself, down the steep side of which 
Wallenrode rolled headlong, until pitching at 
length* upon his shoulder, he dislocated the 
bone,.and:lay Uke one dead. This almost su- 
^periiatursd. display of 'Strength did npt encou*" 
•rage either the Duke, or any of his followers, 
to.renew a personal contest so inauspiciously 
commepced.. .« Those who stood farthest back 
! did, indeed, clash their swords,'and cry out, 
< « Gilt the inland mastiff to pieces 1 » but those 
.who were nearer^- veiled, 'periiaps, their per- 
sonal fears under an affected regard for order, 
and cried^ for the most part, « Peace! peace! 
the -peace of- the Cross — ^the peace of Holy 
: Church, and our Father the Pope ! « ; 

These various oriesj of the assailants, ' con- 
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tradicting. each Other, showed- their irresolu«- 
tion; while Richard, hi» foot siiU od the areh- 
ducal banner, iglared round him, with an eye 
thai seemed to seek an enemy, and from 
which the angry nobles shrunk appalled, as 
from the threatened grasp of a lion. ' De Vaux 
and the Knight of the Leopard kept their places 
beside him ; and though the' swords which 
they held .werf#8ti]l~ sheatbed^ it was plain 
that they were prompt to defend BicbardV 
person^ to the veryJiEist, ^and their size and re?, 
markable strength plainly showed the defence 
would be a desperate one. -» 

Salisbury and his attendants were aho z&yvf 
drawing near, with bills and partizans. bran- 
dished, and bows already bended. 

At this moment, King Philip of. France,, 
attendjed by one or two of his nobles, came 
on the platform to inquire the cause of thei. 
disturbance^ and made gestures of surprise at 
finding tbe King of England raised from his 
sick bed, and confronting their commoisi ally 
tlie Duke of Austria, in such a menaeiitg and 
insulting posiure. Richard himself, blushed 
al being discovered by Philip, , whose sagacity 
he respected as much as he disliked his p^^rson, 
in an attitude neither becoming bis-charaeter 
as a monarch,. iu)r as a crusader; and it was 
observed that he withdrew his foot, as if 
accidentally, fromtbedishonoured banner,*and 
e:i(ehai)ged his- look of violent emotion for 

lO. 
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one of af¥ccceil composure' andi iodiffereDce. 
Leopold also struggled to attain sonie degree 
of calmness, mortified as he was by having 
been seen passively sabmitting to tb^ insqlts 
of the fiery KinfJof'Ertgland. 

Possessed of many of those royal qualities 
for'wbich he was termed .by his siibjects the 
August, Philip might be termed the Ulysses, 
as Bichard was indisputaUy^lbe Achilles, of 
the crusade. The . King oJF France w^s sa- 
gacious, wise, deliberate in council, steady and 
calm an action, seeing clearly, and steadily 
pursuing, the measures most for the interest 
of his kingdom— dignified and royal in his 
deportment, brave in person; i)ut a politician 
rather than a warrior. The crusade would 
have been no t;hoice of his own, but the spirit 
was contagious, and th^ expedition was en* 
forced upon him by the church, and by the 
unanimous wisb of his nobility. In any other 
situation,, or in a miider age, 'his character 
might have stood higher, than , that of the 
adventurous Co&urdeLion. But in the cru- 
sade, -itself an undertakihg wholly irrational, 
sound reason was this (jadlity, of all others, 
least estimated, and the chivalric valour which 
both the age and the enterprise demanded, 
was considered as debased, if mingled vyith the 
least touch of dificretion. So th^t the merit of 
Philip, compared with that of bis haughty 
rival, .showed likevthe dear bat ininutc flame 
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of a lamp, placed near the glare of a huge 
blazing torch, which, not possessing: h^lf thq' 
utility, makes ten times more impre&sioh on 
the eye. Philip felt his inferiority in public 
opinion, with the pain natural to a high- 
spirited prince; and it cannot be wondered at 
if h^ took such oppo^unities as 'offered, for 
placing ^his ^wn character in more advanr* 
tageons contrast with that of his rival. The^ 
present seemed one of those occasions, io 
which prudence and calmness mightreasonahly 
expect to triumph oTerobstinacy and impetuous 
violence. 

'ft What means this unseemly broil betwixt* 
the sworn brethren of the Ci'oss — ^tbe royal 
Majesty of England and tlie pripcely Duke 
Leopold ? How is it possible that those who are 
the chiefs and pillarsof this holy expedition— » 

« A truce with thy remonstratice, France, » 
said Richard,, enraged inwardly at finding 
himself placed on a sort' of equdity \vith 
Leopold, yet n6t knowing how to'^ resent it,-^— 
a this duke, or prince, or pillar, if you will, 
hath been insolent, and I have chastised him 
-^that is all; Here is a coil, forsooth, because 
of spurning a^houndr» • 

« Majesty of France,* said the Dnke,» I tip- 
peal to you and ev«ry' so vereign prince against 
the foul indignity which I - have sustained. 
This Kinrg of England hath pulled down my, 
banner-<-torn and trampled oh it. n 
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> « l^cause he had ibe aiidacky to vplant it 
beside miae^jp said Kichai'd. . 

« My rank as thine equal entitled i]ie,y re- 
plied the Duke, embol4«Qed by the presence 
of Philip. , 

«Ass.ei*t such equality for thy perspa^i» said. 
Kingf Richard, a and, by Saint George^ I ivill 
treat thy person as I did thybroidered kerchief 
there, fit but fo)r the meanest use to which ker- 
chief may be put. m \y . 

«Nay, but patience, brother of England, » 
fsaid Philip, « and 1 will presently show Austria 
that he is wrong in this matter. — Do not 
think« noble Duke,v he continued, Athat in 
permitting^the standard of England to. occupy, 
the highest point in our camp, we, the inde- 
pendent sovereigns of the crusade, acknow- 
ledge any inferiority to the royal Richard. It 
were inconsistent to think so; since even the 
, oriflamme itself-t-the great banner of France, 
to which the roy^l Richard himself, in respect 
of bis French. possessions, is but a vassal, holds 
for the present an inferior place to the lions of 
England. But as swombretbrea of the Cross, 
military pilgrims, who^ layitig aside the pomp 
and pride of this world, are hewing with our 
swordsthe w^y to the Holy Sepulchre, I my se}f, 
and the other princes, haverenouoced to King 
Richard, from xespect to bis high renown and 
great feats of arms, that precedence, which 
eUexuhere, aad upon other motives, would not 
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baye been yielded. I am satisfied, that vi^hen 
your royal grace shall have .considered this, 
you will express sorrow for having placed 
yoqr banner .on this spot, and that the royal 
Majesty of England will then give satisfaction 
for the insult he has offeved.v 

The spruchrspraeher and the jester had both 
retired to a safe distance when matters seenaed 
coming to blows, but returned wben w6rd$, 
their, own commodity, seemed again about to 
become the order of the day. 

The man of proverbs was so delighted with 
Philip's politic speech, that he clashed his 
baton at the conclusion, by way of emphasis, 
and foi'got the presence in which he was so 
far as to say aloud, tliat be himself had never 
said a wiser thing in hisjife. 

« Itmaybeso,» whispered Jonas Sch wanker, 
«but vye shall be whiptif you speak so loud.» 

The Duke answered sullenly, that he would 
refer his quarrel to ^e General Council of 
the Crusade— a motion which . Philip highly 
applauded^ as qualified to take away a scandfd 
most-harmful to Christendom. 

Richard, retaining the same careless attitude, 
listened to I^ilip until his oratory seemed ex- 
hausted,.and then said aloud, « I am drowsy — 
this fever hangs ab^ut me still.. Brothjer of 
France, thou art acquainted with my humour, ' 
and that J have at^all times but few words to 
spare — ^knaw^ therefore, at once, I .will>5ubmil 
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si iQatter touching the honour of England, 
neither to Prince,. Pope, nor Council. Here 
stands my banner-r-wh^tsoever pennon shall 
be reared within three butts' length of it — ^ay, 
were it the oriflaipnie, of which you were, I 
think, but now speaking, shall be treated as 
that, dishonoured rjig; nor will 1 yield other 
satisfaction than that which these poor limbs 
can ilender in the lis^ to any bold chi^Uenger 
^^^ay, were it against five champions instead of 
one.» ^ 

^ Now,» said the Jester, whispering his com- 
panion, ft that is as complete a piece of folly, as 
if I myself had -said it — ^but yet, 1 think, there 
may be in this matter ^.greater fool than Richard 
yet.» ^ . - 

« And who may that be?» asked the man of 
wisdom. 

ft Philip,* s^id the jester, « or our own royal 
Duke, should either accept the challenge^— But 
oh, most sage spruch^sprechcrj whaj. excellent 
kings would thou and I have itiade, sinoe those 
on whose heads these crowns have fallen, can 
play the proverb^monger and the fool as com* 
pl^ely ad ourselves !» ' 

While these^ worthies plied their offices 
apart, Philip answered calmly to the almost 
injurious- defiance of Richard, — «I came not 
hither to awakien fresh quarrels, contrary to 
the oath we have sworn, and the holy cause in 
wliich we .have engaged. I part from my 
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brother of England as brotlfers shoaM part, 
and the only strife between the Lion of Engfand 
and the liilies ofFrance shall be, ivhich sbalt 
be carried deepest into the ranks of the 
infidels, w 

M It is a bargain, my royal brother, » said 
Richard, stretching ont his hand with all the 
frankness which belpnged to his rash but ge- 
nerous disposition; « and soon may we have the 
opportunity to try this gallant and fraternal 
wager. » 

M Let this noble Duke also partake in the 
iriendship of this happy moment,* said Philip; 
<ind the Duke approached half*sullenly, half< 
willing to enter into some accommodation, 

« I- think^DOt of fopls, nor of their folly jm: 
said Richard, carelessly^ and the Arch-Duke, 
turning his hack on him,, withdrew from the^ 
ground. . . 

Richard i^ooked after him as he withdrew. 

« There is a sort of glow-worm, co0^rage,» 
be said, a that shows only by night. 1 must 
not leaye this banner unguarded in. darkness 
---by daylight t^e look of the LiO;» will alone 
defend it. Here, Thomas ^f Gilsland, 1 give 
thee the charge of the standard — watch over, 
the honour of England* » 

(cHer safety is yet more dear to me, » said 
De Vaux, and the life of Richard is the safety 
of England — I must have your highness back to 
your tent, and that without further tarriauce.% 
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«Thou art a rough and peremptory narse, 
De VauK,» said th^ King, smiling; and then 
added, addressing Sir Rennetb, « Valiant Scot, 
I owe thee a boon} and I wilLpay it richly. 
There stands the banner of England*^-watch 
it as a novice does his armour on the night 
before he is dabbed-— Stir not from it three 
spears lengthVand defend it with thy body 
against injury and insult — Sound thy bogle, 
if thou art assailed by more than three at once. 
Dost thou undertake the charge ?» 

« Willingly ,31 said Kenneth; aand will dis- 
charge it iipoo penalty of my h^ad— I will but 
arm me and return hither instantly,* 

The Kings of France and England then 
tdok formal leave.of each other, hiding, Under 
an appearance of courtesy, the grounds of 
complaint which either had against the other 
— Richard agaiu$t Philip, for what he deemed 
an officious interference betwixt him and Aus- 
tria, and Philip against Coenr de Uon, for the 
disrespectful manner in wbiqh his mediation 
had been received. Those whom this disturb* 
^3nce had assembled, now drew off in differ- 
ent directions, leaving the contested mount 
in the same soHtude- which had subsisted till 
interrupted by the Austrian bravado. Men 
judged of the events of the day according to 
theirpartialities, and while the English charged 
the Austrian with having afforded the first 
ground of quarrel, those of other nations con- 
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curred in casting the greater blame upon the 
insular haughtiness and assuming character of 
Richard. \ . 

aThou seesty» s^id the Marquis of Mont^ 
serrat to the Grand Master of the Templars, 
«that subtle courses are more effective than, 
violence. I have unloosed the bonds which 
held tog^therthis bunch of sceptres and lances. 
— thou" wilt see them shortly fall asunder. » 

« I would have called thy plan a good one,» 
said the Templar, ^ « had there been bjit one 
man of courage ^mong yonder cold-^blooded 
Austriaus, to cut the bonds of which you speak, 
with his sword; — a ktiot that is unloosed may 
be again fastened, but not so the cord which 
has been cut to pieces. » 
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CHAPTER XliL 

Ne fleshy bre$^ ca» anwe4 be so. sqi^V^y 
But will at last be wonne with batfrie Ioda, 
W.miawares at disadvantage fbakd. 
Jlodkiag is aura that grcvvei on earthly giWn<l : 
i}^, wjip tap&t tt\ifitfifM,9fm of .fl|E|4iy m^ 
And bpastesin beai)ti!?s ch^in not t^ b^ bownc^ 
i)o.tii soonest fall in 'disaventroqs fight, 
AndyeeMesliifeaptiTe neck to victoi's most deapighc. 



In the days of chivalry, a dangerous post or 
a perilous adventure was a reward frequently 
assigned to military bravery as a compensation 
for its former trials. It was midnight, and 
the moon rode clfear and high in heaven, when 
Kenneth of Scotland stood upon his watch on 
St George's Mount, beside the banner of Eng- 
land, a solitary sentinel, to protect the emblem 
of that nation against the insults which might 
be meditated among the thousands whom Rich- 
ard's pride had made his enejmies. High 
thoughts rolled, one after each other, upon 
the mind of the warrior. It seemed to him 
as if he had gained some favour in the eyes 
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of the chivalrous mbnarctij who, till ttctw^ had 
not diitingoished htm< atnong the <it)wds of 
brave men whomlii« renown haidf as^emUed 
iHid«r lids baEHi^r, and be little recked that 
the display of royal regard consisted in plao- 
ing him ikpon^ a po«t sd perilous. Ther devo* 
tion ef his ambkioasr and high*p)aced affec-^ 
ttoD) iAflamed also bis inilitary emhusias^. 
Hopekesa as that attachment v^as, in almost 
any conceivable circnmstances,. those which 
had- latetf occurred had, in dome degree, di^ 
minisfaed' tb^ distailce belvreen them. He 
upcm wbem Richard had confei^red the distiuc- 
tion* which Sir Kemiretb miw enjoyed, was no 
iMgevanadventorer of slight note, bat placed 
under the regard &t it prinicess, although 
he was as< fiur as ever from her level. An 
unknown aiMk- obscure fate tocdd.not now be 
his — ^If he was MrprisecCand slain- on the post 
vrUrii had Jtneen assigned' him', his death^-^^nd 
be resolved ir should be glonnds — should'de^ 
serve the praises -as well aa call d6wn tbei^en*- 
geaiice of Gesur de Lion, and be followed by 
the regrets^ and even the t^ears of the high'- 
bom beMties of tbe English Court. He had 
now no Ibng)^ reason to fear that he: should 
die as a fool dieth* 

Sir Kenneth had full leismre to enjoy thesre 
and similar high-souled thoughts, fostered by 
that' wilA spirit of chivalry which, amid its 
most extraiiragant and fattt$»tic flights, was still 
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pure firom all selfish alloy — gei>erou6y devoted, 
and perhaps only thus far censurable, that it 
proposed objects and courses of action in- 
consistent with .the fl^ihies and.itnperfections 
of pur nature. . All naiture around him slept 
in calm moonshine, or m deep shadow. The 
long rows of tents and pavilions glimmering 
or darkening as they lay in the moonlight or 
the shado\^, were still and silent as the streets 
of a deserted city. Beside the banner-staff lay 
the large stag-hound already mentioned, the 
sole companion of Kenneth's watch, on whose 
vigilance he trusted for early warning of the 
approach of any hostile footstep. ' The noble 
.animal seemed to understand. the .purpose of 
their watch^ for he looked from time to time 
at the rich folds of thie heavy pennon, and, 
when, the cry of the sentinels eame from the 
distant lines and defences of the camp, he 
answered them, with ont deep and unreiterat- 
ed bark, as if to affirm that he too was vigilant 
in his duty. From time to time, also, he lower- 
ed bis lofty head, and wagged his tail, as his 
master passed and repassed him^ in the short 
turns which he took upon his post; or,, when 
the knight stood silent and. abstracted, leaning 
on his lance and looking up towards heaven, 
his faithful att^ndaht ventured sometimes, 
in the phrase of romance, :«to disturb his 
thoughts,)) and awaken hini from his reverie, 
by thrusting his large rough snout into the 
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kftight's gatatl^tted hand, to solicit a transi- 
tory cairess. Oii a sudden^ iio-wever; he bayed 
furiously, scen^iAi^abOutrto dash forward where 
the shadow lay the darkest, yet wiiited,. ibis if 
in the slips, till- he ^should ktiow ,the pleasure 
of his master. . ' 

« Who goes there ?» said Sir Kenneth, aware 
that there was soriiethirig creeping forwards 
on' the shadowy ^arth. 

a In the name of Merlin and Maugis,» an- 
swered a hoarse disagreeable Voice^ « tfe up 
your fourfooted d'emon there, or I conle ndt 
at you. » 

« And who art thou that would a|)proach 
my post?» said Sir Kenneth, bending his eyes 
as keenly as .he could on some object, which 
he could just observe moving, without being 
able to distingnish its form. ♦« Beware — I am 
here for death and life.w 

« Take up the long-fanged Satfaanas,» said 
the voice, tk of I will conjure him with a bolt 
from my arblast.» 

At the same time he heard the sound of a 
spring or check, as when a cross-bow is bent. 

« Unbind, thy arblast, and come into the 
ipoonlight,» said the Scot,. « or^ by Saint An- 
drew, I will pin thee to the edrth, be what or 
whom thou wilt. » 

As he spbke, he porse4.his long iance by the 
middle, and, fixing Jiis eye upon the object 
which seemed. to move, he brandished the 
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w^apoQ as if medit^ti&g to ca$t it from his hand 
w,-aa use of the ^w^apojQ sometimes^ though 
jrarely^ re«0rted to, virheQ;a missile was neces- 
sary. He was a^bam^i howevePt othis par- 
pose, ^aod grounded his weap^sm, ^when there 
stepped from the shadow into the moonlight, 
. like an aqior enteriAg upon the stagey, a stunt- 
^ deform/ed <;,reatmie, whom, hy his- fantastic 
dress and deformity, he recognized even at 
.fli^me. little distance fojr the male of the two 
dwarfs whom he htad seen -in the chapd at 
igngaddi* - SecoUeeting, at the daiBe moment, 
the other and far different visions of that ex- 
traordinary night, he gave his dog a signal, 
whjch he instantly understood,and, x^turning 
to the standard^ laid himself down beside it 
with a stifled growl. - . 

The little distorted miniature of humanity, 
assured of his safety from an enemy so f ormi* 
dable, came panting up the ascent^ which the 
shortness of has legs rendered laborioits, and 
when he arrived on the platform- at the top, 
shifted to his left haiid the litUe crossJiow, 
which was just such a toy as children al: tiiat 
period were permitted to shoot small birds 
with^ .and, assuming an attitude of great dig- 
nity, , gracefully ei^tcuded his n|jht hand to 
Sir Kenneth, in an attitude as if he expected 
be Would salute i|. But such a result not 
/oliowing, he demanded:, in a sharp and angry 
tone of voice, « Soldi<er, wherefore renderest 
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tboa not to Nebeetamu!^ the h6thme dae to 
his dignity? — Oris it possible that tnt>n cdAst 
have forgotten him ?» 

« Of eat Kebe<ctainuSj» MsWerefd the jitiilghty 
wining t0 doD^e the dwarf ^ hiimonr, « Attt 
were dtfflcnlt for ftily oiie ^ho haVfe eVfer Idoketl 
upon thee.^Pai'dbn me^ hawav^r, th&t bdtig 
a soldi^er opdtt my ^ostj tfith ttiy \^eapoti ift 
my hand, I may n6t give to otie x)f thy prift*- 
sance the advantage of coming Within idf 
guard, or Of mastering my weapon.' Sa'fflt*^ 
it, that I reverence thy dignity, dihd itibndHt 
myself to thefe as htimbly as a man-at-^rhis- in 
my place may. » 

« It shall suffice,* ^aid Nebectatriiis ;. «so 
that yocf "presently attend me to the preseiice 
of thdse vrho have seht me hither to summon 
yoo.» . ■ - 

« Great sir,» replied the knightj « neither iri 
this can I gratify thee, fcjr my orders ar«f to 
abide by this banner till day-break— so I pray 
ydu to hdld me excused in that matter al50.» 

So saying, he resnmed his \^alk upon the 
platform; bat the dvrarf did not suffer him s6 
easily to escape from his rmportrtnity. 

a Look you, » he said, placing himsdf befdrie 
SirKennethySfd as to iWerSrdfiyt his tvafy,y^ither 
obey me, Sir KnightJ as in dt^ty bound, or I 
t^ill fey the command lipott thee, in the nfame 
of one whose beadty could call the gemi frdni 
their sphere,- and whose grandeur could com* 
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mand the immortal race. from whom they had 
descended.)! 

A wild and improbable conjecture arose in 
the knight's mind, but he repelled it. It was 
impossible, he' thought, thpt the lady of his 
love should have sent him such a message by 
such a messenger — ye( ^is voice trembled as 
he said, « Go to, Nebectan^iils — ^tell me at^nce, 
and as a true man, whether this sublime lady, 
of whom thOu sp^akest, be oth^r than, the 
houri .with' who^e assistance I beheld thee 
sweeping the chapel at Engaddi?" . 

«How! presumptuous knight, » replied the 
dwarf, « thipk'st thou the mistress of pur own 
royal affections, ihe sharer of pur greatness, 
and the partner of our comeliness, would de- 
mean herself by laying charge on ^uch a vassal 
as thou! No, highly as thou art honoured, 
thou hast not yet deserved the notice of her 
from whose high seat even princes seem but 
pigmies. But. look> thou hei^'e, and. as thou 
knowest or disownest this tokBn, so obey or 
refuse her commands, who .hath in reality 
deigned to impose them on thee. » 

So saying, he placed in the knight's hands a 
ruby ring of, value, which,. even in the nioon- 
light, he had no difficulty to recogriize as that 
which usually graced the finger of tlie higV 
hprn lady^ to whpse service he had devoted 
himself. .Could he have dqub|;ed the truth of 
the token^ he would have been convinced by 
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the small knot of camatlon-coloare^ Hhband, 
>vbicb \vas fasceoed to the ring. Thi$rwashi& 
lady's fai^ourite Colour, and more thaxi once 
jbad. he himself, assuming it for that of his 
.o\vn livariesy cansed the carnation to triumph 
over other hues in ^e lists and in the battle. . 
H^ M^as strnck nearly mut^^ by seeing, such 
a token in such hands, while the dwar£ called 
.out in a tone of triumph, laughing aloud, and 
shaking his huge disprpportioned head, « Now 
refuse my commands — uow disobey. my sum- 
mons — now doubt that I am Arthur of Tin- 
tagel, who. have right to command over all 
British chi valley.)) / : 

^ ttln the name of all that is sacred, from 
whom didst thou hriug this token ?«> said the 
Knight; « bring, if thou cnsinst, thy wav^rii^ 
understanding' to a right settlement for a mi* 
nujl;e or two, and tell me the person by whom 
thou art sent, find the real pi^rpose of. thy 
message — and take heed what thou say>t, 
for this is no subject for buffoonery.* 
■ (c Fond and foblish khight,» said th^ dwarf; 
« wouldst thou know more of thi§ matter, than 
that thou art honoured with. commands frgm 
a princess, and sent hy a king? — We list not 
to. parley with thee farther than to cbmmand 
thee, in the name, and by the power of that 
ring, to follow iis to her who ifr the owner of 
jthe ring. Every minute ihat thou tarriest is 
a crime against thine allegiance,)* « > 
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ft Good Nd^ectamas— betbink thyself, >< 'said 
the KDight, — aOan my kdyknbw ^bere and 
upon vrbat doty I am fhid Digkt engaged ? — 
Ift she a'wa^e tbat my life^^*4*sbaW) "why dhoald 
I speak of life-^bm that iiiiy faionour depends 
on my guarding tUt banber till daybreak^ 
and can it be ber wish cfaat I s^btinld teave it 
even to meet wkh herl — ^It is ikbpiossibte-^the 
princess k pleased to be merry y^ith h&r s^r- 
irant, in sending bim.saeb a message; and I 
must tbiink so the ratber that she bath cfaoseh 
such a messenger.)* 

«Oby keep your beli'dF"^* said Nebectamus, 
turning round as if to leave the platform, « it 
18 little to me whether you bel traitor or true 
man to this royal lady-^so fere tliee well.» 

«Stay, stay — ^I entreat you stay,» s^id Sti- 
Kenneth ; « answer me but one question — Is 
tbe'lsdy who tent thee near to this place ?» 

A What signifies it?» said the dwarf; «oagbt 
fidelity t^ recl^on furlongs, or miles, ot* leagues 
— ^like the poor coorier, who is paid foi^ his 
labour by the distance which be traverses? 
Nevertheless^ thou soolof suspix:iou, I teH 
thee, the fair owner of thef ring, now sent to 
so unworthy a vassal, in whom there is nether 
truth nor courage, is not more distant fro^ 
this place^ than this otfr arblast can s^d a 
bok.» ' 

^ The Rnight gased a|fatil on thd ring^ as if to 
ascertain that there was no possible falsehood 
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in the token.^ — « Tell me, v he said te the dwarf, 
ft i% my presence requited for any length of 
tiiiie?» 

ft Time !» answered Kebectamas> in iii« 
fiigbty manner; « wbac call you time? I see it 
not — I feel it t|.ot-^--*it ig but a sbadowy name 
—a sucoessiofi of breatbiegs measured fortb 
by nigfat by tbe dank of a bell, by day, by a 
shadow crossing along a dial-'Stone* Kno w's t 
thou not a true knighted time shoaM only be 
reckoned by tbe deeds that be does in bebalf 
of God and his lady ?» 

(c The words of truth, tbotrgh in the mouth 
of folly, » said the Knigbt« « And doth my 
lady really summon me to some deed of ac- 
tion, in her name and for her sake?-^aBd may 
it not be postponed for even the few hours 
till daybreak?* 

« She requires thy presence instantly, » said 
the dwarf, « and without tbe loss of so much 
time as would be told, by ten grains of the 
sand-glass — Hearkep, thou' co}d43itooded and 
^ispicious knightf these are her very words — 
Tell him that th« haad which dropped roses 
can bestow laurek.» 

This allusion to their meeting in the chapel 
of Engaddi sent a thott«and recollections 
through Sir Kenneth's brain, and convinced 
him that the message delivered by the dwarf 
wa& geniiine. Tbe rose-buds, y«t withered as 
they were, were treasured under his cuirass, 
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and nearest to bis ^ hearts He paused, and 
coald not resolve to forego' an opportunity — 
tb^ only one which might ever offer, to gain 
grace in her eyes, -whond he had installed as 
sovereign of his affections. The dwarf^ in 
the mean time, - augmented his confusion by 
insisting either that he should return the 
ring, .or instantly attend hiih. 

a Hold, hold yet a moment, hoId,» said the 
Knight, and proceeded to mutter to'himself — 
4 Am. I either the subject or slave of King 
Richard, more than as a free knight sworn 
to the service of the 'Crusade ? And whom 
have I x;ome hither to honour with lance and 
sword? — Our holy cause and my transcen- 
dant lady.» 

«The ringi the ring,» exclaimed the dwarf, 
impatiently; « false^nd slothful knight, return 
the ripg, which thoii art unworthy .to touch or 
to look upon.M 

« A^ moment, a moment, good Nebectamus,» 
said Sir Kenneth; « disturb not my thoughts — 
What if the Saracens were just now to attack 
our lines — should I stay here' like a sworn 
vassal of England, watching that her pride 
suffered tio humiliation, or should I speed to 
the breach, and fight for the Cross ? And next 
to t\^e cause of God come the commands of 
xjay liege lady-r-Atid yet, C'owr ie Lion's behest 
—my o>Yn promise — ^N^bectamus^ I conjure 
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th^e to say^. are yoc^ to conduct me far from 
hence?» ^ 

«Bat to yonder pavilion; and since you 
must needs know,» replied Nebedtamus^ nihe 
morn is glimmering on the gilded ball which 
crowns 11:3 TOof, and whicU is -worth' a kitig's 
ransQm.v 

a lean return inan instant, » said the Knight, 
shutting hrs eyes desperately ta all farther coiv- 
sequence. « I can bear frqm thence the bay 
of my dog, if any one approaches the standard 
— I will throw myself at my lady^s feet, and 
pray her leave to' return to conclude my ivatch 
—here, Roiwell (calling his hound and throw- 
ing down his mantle by the side bf the stand- 
ard-spear), watch thou here, and let. no one 
approach. V , 

The majestid dog looked in his master's face, 
as if to be sure that be understood bis. charge, 
then sat down beside the mantle, with ears 
erect and . bead raised, as if understanding 
perfectly the purpose for \vbich he was sta- 
tioned there^ 

aCome now, good Nebectamus,» said the 
Knight, « let us hasten, to obey the commands 
thou hast brought.)} ^ ' 

• Haste he that. will,» said the dwarf, sul- 
lenly; ttthoii hast not been in haste to obey 
my summons, nor can I walk fast enough to 
follow your long strides — you do not wglk 
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ULb a mtQ, but bound hke an ostrick m the 
deserts. 9 

There were but twd ways of conquering the 
oiietinacy of Nebectaraus, who, as ke spoke, di'* 
mioished his walk into a snail pace— for g^cs 
Sir Kenneth had no meafts^^-fov soothing no- 
time — in his impatience he snatched the dwarf 
up from the ground^ and. hearing hioi along, 
notwickstaoding his entrdasies and bi» fiMir^ 
reached nearly to the pavilioa pointed out by 
(ke dwarf In approaclmg it, however^* btf 
obeerred, theve was a siiEall guard of soldiers 
sittiQg on this ground, who had bee»eoncea)e<t 
from^ htm by the ineervening tents. Wonder^ 
ing lliat the< clash of htfr armour kad not jtt- 
aiaraeiad* their attendoo^ add supposiftg that 
his motions might, on the present oooaiMti) 
recpure- to be conducted with setH^cy, he 
pk|Md thrlittlepentiog g«id<a upon the ground^ 
torecoreif hk breath, and point out- what wae 
iMsatto^ba done. Ncbooiamus was h6tb fright-^ 
ened and angry; but he had fek himself ^ as 
completely in the power of the robust kmgfet, 
as an owl in the daws of an eagle^ and tbere- 
foi«e carad^not> to pv0¥oke> him to any farther 
display of his strength. 

He< made no complaifits, riieref<i>rei 06 the 
usage be had received, but, turning amongst 
the labyrinth of tents, he led the knight ^in 
silence to the opposite side of the paYilibn^ 
which dius screened them from the obserya- 
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tion of the warders, who seemed either too 
negligent or too sleepy to discharge their duty 
with much accuracy. Arrived here, the dwarf 
raised the under part of the canvass from the 
ground, and made signs to Sir Kenneth that he 
should introduce himself to the inside of the 
tent, by creeping under it. The knight hesi- 
tated~-*there seemefl an todecorum in thiis 
privately introducing himself into a pavilion, 
pitched, doubtless, for the accommodation of 
noble ladies; but he recalled to remembrance 
the assured, tokens which th^ dinrarf had exhi- 
bited, aiftd'OOiioludted that it vrm net for him to 
dispute his lady's p)<(asure. 

He stooped accordingly, ct^pt bei^th the 
cani(a^i inclosure of the tent, and heard (the 
dwarf whisper, — « Remain there until I call 
tlw^» 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

•Tou.tulk of gaiety and iDnocence ! 
The momeDt when the fatal fruit was eaten — 
They parted ne'er to meet again — and malice 
. Has ever since been playmate to light gaiety,—^ 
, ^ram the first moment when the smiling infant 
destroys the flower or butterfly he toys with. 
To the last chuckle of the dying miser, 
r Who hears his neighbour 's bankrupt. 

.»" ' ' ' ■' 

Sir Kenneth was left for some minutes alone, 
and in darkness. Here was another interrup- 
tion, which must proloiig his ahsence from his 
post, and he began almost to repent the faci- 
lity with which he had been induced to quit it. 
But to return without seeing the Lady Edith, 
was now not to be thx)ught of. He had com- 
mitted a breach of military discipline, and 
was determined at least to realize the seductive 
expectations whichhad tempted him to do so. 
Meanwhile, his situation was unpleasant. 
There was no light to show hini into what sort 
of apartment he had introduced himself — ^the 
Lady Edith was in immediate attendance on 
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the XJu€en of Englaj^id'^and the discovery of 
his having introduced himsetf thus furtively 
into- the royal <pavilion, might, were it dis- 
covered. Lead to much and daiigerous suspi- 
cion. While he gave way to these unpleasafnt 
reflections, and hegan almost to wish that be 
could achieve his retreat unobserved, he heard 
a noise of female voices laughing, whispering, 
and speaking in an adjoining, apartment, from 
which, as the sounds gave him reason to judges 
he could only be separated by a canvas parti- 
tion. Labnps were lighted, as he could perceive 
by the shadowy light which extended itself 
even to his side of the. veil which divided the 
tent, and he could see shades of several figureia 
sitting and moving in the adjoining apartment. 
It cannot be termed discourtesy in Sir Ken- 
neth, that,' actuated 9s he was, he overheard a 
conversation, in which ^te found himself deep- 
ly interested* 

(I Call her — call her, for Our Lady's sake,» 
said die voice of one of these laughing invisi- 
bles. INebectamus, thou shah be made dmbas- 
ssBior to Prester John s courts to show them 
how wisely thou canst discharge thee ;of a 
cbarge.» . . 

The shrill tone of the dwarf was heMtl,.yet' 
so much subdued, that Sir Kenneth covid'oot 
ididerstand what he said. - 

«t But how shaD we rid xi$ of the spirit vVhicb 
I$l ebetcamns hath raised, my maidens ?» 

II. 
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', M Hear me, royaf mada^,» said atiotber 
voice; « if the sage. and royal Nebectamus be 
not overjealous of his most transcendatit bride 
and empress, let us send her to get rid of this 
insolent knight-errant, who can be so easily 
persuaded that high-born dames can need the 
use of his insolent and over-weening valoqi:. » 

«It were but justice, methinks, that the 
Princess.Guenever should dismiss, by her cour- 
tesy, him, whom her husband's wisdom has 
been able to entice hither. » 

Stfiuck to the heart with shame and resent- 
ment at what he> had heard, Sir Keniieth was 
about to attempt his escape from the tent at 
all hazards, when what followed arrested his 
piu-pose. 

-.«Nay, truly,)) said the fii'st speaker; «our 
coiisin £dith must learn bow this vaunted 
wight hath conducted himself, and ^e must 
reserve the power of giving her ocular proof 
that'Jr^ hath failed in his duty-- It may be a 
l«[S(Son:will do good upon her; for,- credit me, 
Qalisi^a, I have soi^etimes thought she .has let 
tjif$>i]^.nbern adv^enturer sit nearer her heart 
tliiafiYprudence would sanction. » 

5?he other was heard to mutter something of 
the Lady Edith's prudence and wisdom. 

« Prudence, wench ! — -It is mere pride, and 
the desire to be thought more rigid than any of 
us. Nay^ I wjU not quit my little advantage. 
You know w^ell, that when she has us at fault. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



THE TALISMAN. 269 

no one can, in a civil way; lay your error be- 
fore ypu better than can my Lady Editb-^But 
bere shecQnies.» 

A figure, as if entering the apartment , cast a 
shade upon the partition, which glided along , 
slowly until it .mixed with those cast by the 
others. Despite of the bitter disappointment; 
which he had' experienced, or the insult and 
injury with which it seemed he bad been visit- 
ed by the malice, or, -at best, by the idle hu- 
mour of Queen Berengaria, fpr he already con- 
cluded, thait she who spoke loudest, and in a 
commanding tone, was the wife of Richard, 
the knight felt something so soothing to his 
feelings in learning that Edith had been no 
partner to the fraud practised on him , and so 
interesting to his curicJsity in the scene which 
>va& about to take place, that instead of pro- 
secuting his more prudent purpose of an in- 
stant retreat, he looked anxiously, t)n the con- 
trary, for some rent or crevice, by mean's of 
which he might be made eye as well. as ear- 
witness to what was to go forward. Surely, 
said he to himself — ^tbe Queen, who hath been 
pleased for an idle frolic to endanger my rejSu- 
tation, and perhaps my life, cannot complain, 
if I avail myself of the chance which fortune 
seems willing to afford me to obtain knowledge 
of her-vfurther intentions. It seemed, in the 
mean while, as if Edith ^vere waiting for the 
commands of the Queed, and as if the other 
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wer0. reluctoflt to $pi?ak for fear of b&Lng ubai- 
bl9 to comiiiaod bej? Iswgbter, and that pf Wr 
companions ; for Sir Kenneth cauld oody ii$^ 
tingqish.a souod a«( of suppve$ded tittering and . 
lawgbuei:.- 

« Your Majasty.v said £>}iib, at last, aseens 
ma,ni0rry mood, though, methiaka, the:hmir 
of night proiyipts a sleepy Qne. I wafi wdl 
disposed hed^ward^ ^faeni L heard, your Ma- 
jesty 'a coixxinaQd» to attend you«» 

« I will jr>ol lotig delay you, cousin^ fnwn 
your reppse^A said the Qu^en ; a though I fisar 
you wiU sli^p less soundly when I. tell you 
your wagei? is lost, » 

«Nay, royail madam, » said. Ediths Mtbifi, 
surely, i£i dwelliiig on a jest whioh has rather 
been wori^ out;. I laid no wageii(» however it 
was your Majesty's pleasure toisappese^or to 
insist, that I did so.» 

a Nay, uow, despite our pilgrjoiation^ Satan 
i^ sti:oiig with you, my gentle, coaatny mai. 
prompts, thee to leasing— Can you djeny that 
you gaged yaw ruby ring against my gciklen 
bracelet^ that yonder Knight, of theiLibbard^ 
or how (^U you him,, could not. he seanoed 
from his past?»., 

« Your Majesty is too f^eat for me togainsary 
yQU,p repjied Edith; « but these ladies ^siiy if 
they will, bear me witn^ss^ that.itwas your 
Highness who proposed^ such awager, and 
took the ring from my finger^ even while I was 
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declaring that I did ndt thiok it maidenly t^ 
gage anything on such. » subject. » 

ft Nay, but, my Lady Edith, » said one of tbe 
maidens; ic jim must needs grant, under your 
favour, that y<Kr* expressed yourself very con^ 
fident of the valour of that same knight of tbe 
Leopard. » 

»And if I did, minion^ » said Editl), angrily, 
a is that a good reason why thou shouldst put 
in thine \¥ord to. flatter her Majesty's humour? 
I spoke of him but as all men speak who ha>v« 
seen him in thafield, and had no more interest 
in defending than thou in detracting from him 
T—In a camp, what can women speak of sare 
soldiers and deeds ararm$?» 
. « The noble Lady Edith, » said a third, « hath 
never forgiv«n Calista and me, since we told 
your Majesty that she dropped two rose-buds 
in the chapel. » 

«If your Majesty,') said Edith,- in a tone 
which Sir Rennetk could judge to be that oi 
respectful remonstrance, « have no other com^ 
mands for me than to hear the gibes of yoor 
waiting* women, Lmust cr^veyour permisaion 
to withdraw. 

« Silence Florica, » sikid tbe Qneetn^ « and 
let i^ot WIT' indulgence lead you io> forget tbe 
d iff erence betwixt yourself and the kio&woman 
of England.- — But you, my deai* cousin, ». she 
con tinuedy resuming, ber tone of raillery, « bowi 
can you, who are so good-natured, begrudge 
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US poor wretches a few minutes laughing^ 
when we have had so many days devoted lo 
weeping and gnashing of teeth ?» 

« Great be your mirth, royal lady, » said 
Edith; « yet would I be content not to smile 
for the rest of my life rather than » 

She stopped apparently out of respect, but 
Sir Kenneth could hear that she was in much 
agitation. 

^ ic Forgive me, » said Berangeria, a thought- 
less but good-humoured Princess of the Im- 
perial House ; « but what is the great offence 
after all? — ^A young knight has been wiled 
hither — has stolen— or has been stolen— from 
his post, which no one will disturb in his ab- 
sence, for the sake of a fair lady-^for, to do 
your champion justice, lady, the wisdom of 
C^ebectamus could conjure him hither in no 
name but yours. » 

« Gracious Heay en ! your Majesty does not 
say so?» said Edith, in a^^ice of yet greater 
alarm than she had hixEerto evinced; ayou 
cannot say so, consistently with respect for 
your own honour and for ^ine, your husband's 
kinswoman — Say you were jesting with me, 
iny royal milstress, and forgive me that I could, 
even for a moment, think it possible you could 
be in earnest. » 

. « The Lady Edith, » said the Queen, in a dis- 
pleased tone of voice, « grudges us the ring we 
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Jiaye won of her — We will restore the pledge 
to you, gentle cousin, only you must not grudge 
us a liule triumph over the wisdom which has 
t)een so often spread o^er us, as a banner over 
a host. » 

« A triumph ! » exclaimed Edith, indigna^atly ; 
tt a triumph! — the triumph will be with. the 
infidel, when he hears that the Queen of Eng- 
land can make the reputation of her bus- 
band^s kinswoman the subject of a light fro- 
lic.» 

« You are angry, fair cousin, at losing ypur 
favourite ring, » said the Queen — « Come, since 
you grudge to pay your wager, we will renounce 
our right; it was your name and that pledge 
brought him hither, and we care not for the 
bait after the fish is caught. » 

«Madam,» replied Edith, impatiently, «you 
know well that your Grace could riot wish for 
any thing of mine but it becomes .instantly 
yours. But I would give a. bushel of rubies ere 
ring or name of mine had been used to bring a 
brave man into a fault, and perhaps to disgrace 
and punishment.* 

«0, it is for the safety of our true knight 
that we fear, » said the Queen. <c You rate our 
power too low, fair cousin, when you speak pf 
a life being lost for a frolic of ours. O^ Lady 
Edith, others have influence on the iron br^easts 
of warriors as well as you — the heart, even 
of a lion, is made of flesh, not of stone; and,^ 
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believe me, I have interest enough with Rich- 
ard to. save this knight, about whom Lady 
Edith is so anxious, from the penalty of diso^ 
beyinghis royal commands. » 

« For the love of the blessed Cross, most 
royal lady, » said Edith — and Sir Kenneth^ 
with feelings which it were hard to unravel^ 
heard her prostrate herself at the Queen's feet; 

for the lore of our blessed Lady, and every 
holy saint in the calendar, beware what yOu do! 
You know not King Richard — you have been 
but shortly wedded to him — your breath 
might as well combat the west wind when it 
is- wildest, as your words persuade my royal 
kinsman to pardon a military offence. Oh I 
for God's sake, dismiss this gentleman, if 
indeed you have lured liim hither — I could 
almost be content to- rest with the shame of 
having invited him^ did I know that he was 
again where his duty calls him. » 

a Arise, cousin, arise, » said Queen ^Beren- 
garia, « and be assured all will be better than 
you think. Nay, rise, dear Edith, I am sorry 

1 have played my foolery with a knight in 
whom you take such deep interest — Nay, 
wring not thy hands — I will believe thou 
carest not for him- — ^anything but see thee look 
so wretchedly miserable-^I tell thee T will 
lake the blame on myself with King Richard in 
behalf of thy fair northern* friend — ^thine ac- 
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qiiaintance, I would say, since thou dwn'st 
him not as a frietid^-^Nay, look not so reproach- 
fully—We will send Nebectamus to dismiss 
this Knighr of the Standard to his post. He 
hath been, I warrant, lying perdue in some 
neighbouring tent.» 

«By my crown of lilies, and my sceptre of 
a specially good water, » said Nebectamus,' 
nyour Majesty is mistaken->^he is nearer at 
hand than you wot— helieth ensconced be* 
hind yonder cativas partition. » 

tt And within hearing of each word we have 
said!» exclaimed the Queen, in her turn vio- 
lently surprised and agitated — « Out, monster 
of folly and malignity ! » 

As she uttered these words, Nebectamus 
fled from the pavilion with a yell of such a 
nature as l6aves it still doubtful whether Be- 
rengaria had confined her rebuke to wordd, or , 
added some more emphatic expression of her 
displeasure. 

« What can now he done?» said the Queen 
to Edith, in a whisper of undisguised uneasi* 
ness. 

« That which must,» said Edith, firmly. 
ft We must see this gentleman, and place our- 
selves in his mercy. » 

So saying, she began hastily to undo a 
curtain, which at one place covered an en tratnce' 
or communication. 

VOL. in. I a 
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cFor HeaveaV sake, fcNrb^ar — caiisid^<,» 
s«id the QiMen, « my apsuriaient— «ar dress-*- 
die hear — oiy honour. » 
' Sutepe she cotiMi detail ber rempnsuances, 
ibe cumeiift faU, ami theere was oo division any 
longer betwixt the armed knight and tiie party 
#f ladies. The wajwdh of an easienn iMght 
Qccasieoed the uedsess o( Qsheeii Ber^ngaria 
and ber household to he rather more simple 
m4 eASlHH)iedtha«»iheir jaftkf apd^bepMsence 
of a male spectator Qf raak^ re!(|uired« This the 
QueeA •emembered, and with a loud shriek 
fled kiv» ihe e|>«MrtimeQt ^/tmm ^ I^enpeiJi 
sn^Qod^iiitaajaDitherdMrKsioq oi the^m^ pavi* 
lion. The grief and agitationof the l^y £di|tbt 
%s veil as 4he deep in^ere^tabe! Sek m a ba^ty 
^fdapaipieq with the Soettish kmght^ p^bape 
oeeasMMied her fov^^ing thet h^r locka were 
iiw>pe di«bw^ed,.a«d her peisspn lie#s heed< 
i^ycQoweredy <han was. iba woiH* othighd^ora 
damsels, in an age which was not a£tw alithe 
ipoat prudish or ^cPMpidou^ pevtod of the 
ancient tim^ A thiiL l^oae^gvip^tpfpivk* 
coloured silk made the principal: part of her 
yeaUvieiitS) with.oi^iental slippei?s» into wl\ich 
she had be^tiJf thi^s^ Jier bare feet^ and a rich 
scarf hastily and loosely thi^awi^. ^out l^er 
shoiUders, Um head bad ^Q^ other coving 
than the i^l of ij^h mA dishevelled locJis, 
which fell round it on every ^de, nndh^f^hid 
a comitenancey which a mingled .^epsf of mo- 
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ffee«tf , aiMl of resenttnient, and other deep and 
agitating feelings, had entered with erimson. 
Butahhoogh ^e felt her sitoatfon with all 
the de]ic«(5y which i» her &ex*d greatest chatm, 
it did not seem that for a m(»aiieikt she placed 
her own hasliftilneto if» coiMpailrison with the 
duty whidi, as she thought, she owed to hiii 
who had been led into error and danger oki 
her account. She drew, i«Mleed> her dearf 
Inoref closely oirer her n^ck and bosom j and 
the hazily laid from her hat»l a tamp, which 
i^ed too tnnch Instre Ovier her figure. But 
while Sir Kenneth' stood motionless on the 
same spot la which he was first distevered, 
^e rather stefiiped towiards ^an retired from 
btiti, ae she excMmled, « H^Sffen to yoor post, 
i^aiiatit knight — you are deceired in being 
trained hither — ask no questions. » 

« i freed ask none^w said the knight, sinking 
opon one knee, with the reverential devotion 
of a saint at the altar^ and bendtng hi» eyes on 
the ground, lest his looks should increase the 
lady'^ embarrassment. 

' «Have you heard all?»» said Edith, impa- 
tiently — «6racions saints 1 then> \^herefore 
wait yon here, when each minute that passes 
is^ loaded with dishonour. » 

« I have heard that I am dishonoured, lady, 
and 1 have heard it from you. What reck I how 
•sodnpunMhment follows. I have but one peti- 
tion to yoU) and then I seek among the sabt^es 
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of the infidels, whether dishonour may not be 
washed out with blood* » 

«Do not so, neither, » said the lady. «Be 
wise— dally not here — all may yet be well, if 
you will but use dispatch.)) 

(cT wait but for your forgiveness, » said the 
. knight, still kneeling, « for my presumption in 
believing my poor services could have been 
required or valued by you. 9 

' « I do forgive, you— O, I have nothing to for- 
give*--! have been the means of injuring you 
— ^Biit O, begone — I will forgive: — I will value 
you as I value every brave crusader, if you 
will but begone.* -. 

'ft Receive, first, this precious yet fatal 
pledge, » said the. knight, tendering the. ring 
to Edith, who now showed gestures of impa- 
tience. 

ftOhno, no,» she said, decliuing to receive 
it. <c Keep it — keep it as a mark of my regard 
-r-my regret, I would say. O begone, if not for 
your own sake, for mine. » 

Almost recompensed for the loss even of 
honour, which her voice had denounced to 
him, by the interest which she seemed to tes- 
tify in his safety. Sir Kenneth rose from his 
k^ee, and, casting a momentary glance on 
Edith, bowed low and withdrew. At the same 
instant, that maidenly bashfulness, which the 
energy of Editb's feelings had till then triumph- 
ed over, became conqueror in its turn, and 
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she hastened from the apartment^ extinguish- 
ing her lamp as sh^ went, and leaving in Sir 
Kenneth's thoughts both mental and natural 
gloom behind her. She must be obeyed, was 
the first thought which waked him from his 
reverie, and he hastened to the place by which 
he had entered th^ pavilion. To creep under 
the canvas in the, manner he had entered, 
required time and attention, and he made a 
readier aperture by slitting the canvas wall 
with his poniard. When in the free air, he 
felt rather stupified and overpowered by a 
conflict of sensations, than able to ascertain 
what was the real import- of the whole. He 
was obliged to spur himself to action, by re- 
collecting' that the Lady Edith had required 
haste. Even then, engaged as he was amongst 
tent-ropes and tents, and obliged to move with 
cautioti until he should regain the path or 
avenue^ aside from which the dwarf had led 
him, in order to escape the observation of the 
guards before the Queen's pavilion, he was 
obliged to move slowly, and with precaution, 
to avoid giving an alarm, either by falling or 
by tlie clashing of his armour. A thin cloud 
had obscured the moon, too, at the very mo- 
ment of his leaving the tent, and he had to 
struggle with this inconvenience at a moment 
when the dizziness of his head, and the fulness 
of his heart, scarce left him powers of intelli- 
gence sufficient to direct his motions. But at 
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oDioe 80Ufi(k cfli^e u{>oti his ear, wbicli at 
once recalled him to the foil energy of his fe- 
culties. These proct^eded from the Mouot of 
Saint George. He heard ^r^t a sii^le Aerte^ 
adgry, and $aVage hark, whi(!h was iasta«illy 
followed by a yell of a^ny. No deer ever 
boimded with a wilder start at the voice 6f 
Roswal, than did Sir Kenn^hat whathe fearejl 
was the death-cry of that nobl€ hoiind^ from 
whom no orditiary injury could have extracted 
even the slightest acknowledgment of pain. 
He surmounted the space which divided hitti 
from the avenue, and, having attained it> be- 
gan to run towtH'ds the mounts although loaded 
with his armour^ faster than most me^ could 
have accompanied him, even if uns»*med, 're- 
lented not his pace for the steep sides of the 
artificial mound, and in a few minutes stood 
on the platform upon its summit. The moon 
broke through the cloud at this moment, and 
.'showed him that the standard of England was 
vanished, tliat the spear on which it floated 
lay broken on the ground, and besidia it hif 
faithful tnmnd, apparently in the agOBies b 
death. ^"^"J-l^ 

END OF V0I.UME THIRI>. 
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